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Israel claims that its recent invasion and destruction of Gaza civilians, infrastructure, and
society, being only one in an extremely long list of others we must remember, is a just
action necessary to protect its citizens from rockets emanating from Hamas militants, “If
Hamas does not allow Israelis to live in peace, and then we too will be forced to carry out
actions that we don’t fundamentally wish to perform, and that are not our primary goal,”
said Israel’s Minister of Justice Tzipi Livni, who also oversees the country’s peace talks with
the Palestinians.  Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu said that, “Hamas will pay a heavy price
for firing on Israeli citizens… The operation will expand and continue until the rocket firing
on our cities stops.”  The Israel Defense Forces stated that Operation Protective Edge has
commenced, “…in order to stop the terror Israel’s citizens face on a daily basis.” 

Israel states that its current use of force against Gaza, one of the most densely populated

areas in the world, with approximately 1.8 million inhabitants, with the world’s 13th highest
population growth rate, a crippling economic situation with 22.5% unemployment (ranked

170th in the world), where 38% of the population lives below the poverty line, who’s means
of defending itself are extremely limited and altogether dwarfed by the formidable size and
strength of the Israel Defense Forces, is a necessary action needed to protect itself.

The CIA admits that,

“Israeli security controls imposed since the end of the second intifada have
degraded  economic  conditions  in  the  Gaza  Strip.   Israeli-imposed  border
closures… have resulted in high unemployment, elevated poverty rates, and a
sharp contraction of the private sector that had relied primarily on export
markets.  Changes  to  Israeli  restrictions  on  imports  in  2010  resulted  in  a
rebound in some economic activity, but regular exports from Gaza still are not
permitted.  Standard-of-living  measures  remain  below  levels  seen  in  the
mid-1990s.” (emphasis added)

Gaza is often described as an “open air prison,” this assessment is in many ways accurate;
in addition to the ongoing economic blockade, Israel and Egypt have closed the borders on
either side preventing the people of Gaza from leaving.  Israel controls the borders around
Gaza and the waters  that  surround it.   Only  the  injured,  sick  and those with  foreign
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passports are allowed to leave, “Gaza is unique in the annals of modern warfare in being a
conflict zone with a fence around it, so civilians have no place to flee,” said Chris Gunness,
spokesman for  the U.N relief  agency for  Palestinian refugees;  the people of  Gaza are
trapped.

Throughout the years, Gaza has been kept just above the level of bare survival whilst being
imprisoned by land, sea and air.  The May 2013 United Nations Relief and Works Agency
report found that,

“the situation in relation to water and sanitation for the Palestinians in Gaza is
critical.   Today 90 per cent of water from the aquifer is not safe to drink
without treatment.  Most Palestinians in Gaza do not have access to clean
water.  As a result, the average water consumption in Gaza is 70 to 90 liters
per person per day, below the global WHO standard of 100 liters per person
per day.”

“Gaza’s  inhabitants  face  regular  power  cuts  affective  private  businesses  and
homes, health services, wastewater treatment plants, and schools.”

It states that impoverished Palestinians are, “unable to afford the fees charged
at Ministry of Health and private clinics and hospitals,” and there is, “a chronic
shortage of medicines and medical supplies in the Ministry of Health central
pharmacy,” and that “most public health facilities are unable to provide safe
and adequate services,” and that “there are frequent breakdowns of medical
equipment resulting from power interruptions and water impurities,  among
other factors.  For this and other reasons, many patients are forced to seek
treatment outside Gaza for a wide range of medical problems, which is difficult
due to movement restrictions imposed by the blockade.” (emphases added)

In contrast Israel has one of the world’s most advanced military systems, provided to them
through aid from the world’s largest military superpower and through contracts from the
world’s wealthiest weapons manufacturers here in the United States.  In the 2014 fiscal year
the US gave Israel  $3.1 billion in aid,  and according to the official  Congressional  Research
Service Report for Congress, “Almost all U.S. bilateral aid to Israel is in the form of military
assistance.”  Hamas, on the other hand, is estimated to have a total budget of only $70
million, with much of that sum being devoted to an extensive social services network that
funds schools,  orphanages,  mosques,  health clinics,  soup kitchens,  sports leagues,  and
more, leaving very little room for defense spending.  “Approximately 90 percent of its
[Hamas’] work is in social, welfare, cultural, and educational activities,” writes Israeli scholar
Reuven Paz.

Despite these asymmetries, Israel maintains that its current, forceful use of its awesome
military might against a literally trapped, militarily primitive, and economically crippled Gaza
population is necessary for Israeli security.  These justifications are parroted by the United
States government, Secretary Kerry stated in an interview with NBC recently that, “Israel
has been under attack by rockets. I don’t think any nation in the world would sit there while
rockets are bombarding it,” the White House also issued a statement immediately following
Israel’s commencement of Operation Protective Edge stating, “We strongly condemn the
continuing  rocket  fire  inside  of  Israel  and  the  deliberate  targeting  of  civilians  by  terrorist
organizations in Gaza. No country can accept rocket fire aimed at civilians and we support
Israel’s right to defend itself against these vicious attacks,” and President Obama wrote
recently, “As I’ve said time and again, neither I nor the United States will ever waver in our
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commitment to the security of Israel and the Israeli people.

A few elementary questions need to be answered to assess the validity of these statements:
Is this current military operation and aerial bombing campaign a result of Hamas rocketing
Israel?  And further, would the cessation of Hamas rockets be sufficient to halt the current
Israeli attacks?

Is Israel’s current military assault on Gaza a result of Hamas rocket attacks on Israel?

This narrative, although useful for Israel and its apologists, is entirely false and doesn’t
stand up to even the most cursory level of scrutiny. The current escalations of conflict did
not begin with Hamas attacks against Israel, quite the contrary.

The escalations are instead widely believed to have started with the abduction of 3 Israeli
teenagers from settlements in the West Bank on 12 June 2014, of which Prime Minister
Netanyahu immediately blamed on Hamas. No evidence for this existed whatsoever, and
Netanyahu knew it, but before that is explored it is perhaps pertinent to bring up something
that is authoritatively known and proven to have occurred in relation to youth atrocities in
relation to the Israel-Palestine conflict. Much is heard about the injustice and horror of the 3
Israeli youths, and rightly so, however barely a peep has been uttered in relation to the fact

that  just  a  few weeks prior  on May 15th,  the  Israel  Defense Forces  shot  and killed  2
Palestinian youths. One, Nadeem Siam Nawara, was 17, the other, Mohammad Mohmoud
Odeh, was only 16 years old.  As irrefutable video evidence shows, these youths posed no
threat whatsoever, not even throwing rocks or stones at the time of their murders, and were
actually retreating and moving backward when their lives were taken from them. In this
case it is known emphatically that Israeli government forces were behind the indiscriminate
killings, so therefore should Hamas be justified in raiding through the homes and villages of
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, kidnapping and detaining scores of innocent Israeli citizens, while
murdering them as well because the IDF shot and killed these 2 innocent teenagers?  No, of
course not, but then why should it be any different for Israel?

Despite the fact that no evidence whatsoever existed connecting the abduction of the 3
Israeli settlers to Hamas, the Netanyahu government launched an altogether illegal military

invasion and attack on Palestine on June 12th, dubbed “Operation Brother’s Keeper.” The
stated goal was focused on, “bringing our boys who were abducted, home,” and, “operating
against Hamas.” What followed was a widespread 18-day military assault on the population
in the West Bank in which thousands of soldiers, together with security agents, police, and
special forces scoured through Palestinian towns, refugee camps, and villages, invading
thousands of innocent Palestinian homes at the barrel of a gun, stealing upwards of $3
million dollars USD from these victims, arresting and detaining between 550-800 West Bank
residents without charge, and murdering at least 6-10 innocent civilians who had absolutely
nothing to do with the abduction of the Israeli settlers.

Human Rights Watch said the military operation, “included unlawful use of
force,  arbitrary  arrests,  and  illegal  home demolitions,”  and  a  coalition  of
human rights  organizations,  “made clear  that  the  abductions  constitute  a
violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  law  and  morals  and  must  be
condemned…  These  actions  have  caused,  and  continue  to  cause,
disproportionate harm to the basic rights of Palestinians, including the right to
safety,  health,  freedom  of  movement  and  the  right  to  earn  a  living.
Furthermore,  the  imposition  of  restrictive  and  punitive  conditions  on
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Palestinian  prisoners  solely  because  of  their  organizational  affiliation  is  a
blatant  violation  of  the  prohibition  against  collective  punishment.”

The  illegal  military  attack  on  the  West  Bank  is  an  act  of  war  in  which  “collective
punishment” is being given to the Palestinian civilians for the perceived and suspected
actions of another, one that has not been proven. Collective punishment is a war crime and
a direct violation of international law. The Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 33 states,

“No  protected  person  may  be  punished  for  an  offence  he  or  she  has  not
personally  committed.”  Article  33  also  states  that,  “Pillage  is  prohibited.
Reprisals against protected persons and their property are prohibited,”

this makes Israel guilty on all counts of atrocity and war crime, as they not only raided and
terrorized the population, they as well stole their property and currency as well.

What makes Israel’s act of aggression even more egregious and illegal is the fact that its
pretext was a total fabrication; Israel knew within hours after the abduction of the 3 Israeli
youths that they had been killed, however they put a gag order on this information, barred
the newspapers from reporting it, even lied to the parents by telling them their sons were
still alive when they knew that they weren’t, and used this false pretext as an excuse to
carry out what they referred to as a search and rescue mission to find the lost teenagers,
justifying all of their incredible crimes against humanity and indisputable war crimes under
the  pretext  of  attempting  to  find  the  kidnappers  of  the  3  Israeli  teenagers,  of  whom they
already knew were dead.

Israel has engaged in a cover-up of what they knew to be a murder by saying that the
abductees were still alive, all in order to wage a war of aggression against the occupied,
economically crippled, and oppressed Palestinian population.

“Israeli  police,  intelligence  officials  and  Netanyahu  knew  within  hours  of  the
kidnapping and murder of the three teens that they had been killed. And they
knew who the prime suspects were less than a day after the kidnapping was
reported.

Rather than reveal these details to the public, Israel’s Shin Bet intelligence
agency imposed a gag order on the national media, barring news outlets from
reporting that the teens had almost certainly been killed, and forbidding them
from revealing the identities of their suspected killers. The Shin Bet even lied
to the parents of the kidnapped teens, deceiving them into believing their sons
were alive.

Instead of mounting a limited action to capture the suspected perpetrators and
retrieve  the  teens’  bodies,  Netanyahu  staged  an  aggressive  international
public  relations  campaign,  demanding  sympathy  and  outrage  from  world
leaders, who were also given the impression that the missing teens were still
alive.

Meanwhile,  Israel’s  armed forces rampaged throughout  the occupied West
Bank and bombarded the Gaza Strip in a campaign of collective punishment
deceptively marketed to Israelis and the world as a rescue mission.
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Critical  details  that  were known all  along by Netanyahu and the military-
intelligence  apparatus  were  relayed  to  the  Israeli  public  only  after  the
abduction  of  more  than 560 Palestinians,  including at  least  200 still  held
without charges; after the raiding of Palestinian universities and ransacking of
countless homes; after six Palestinian civilians were killed by Israeli forces;
after  American-trained  Palestinian  Authority  police  assisted  Israeli  soldiers
attacking Palestinian youths in the center of Ramallah; after the alleged theft
by Israeli  troops of $3 million in US dollars; and after Israel’s international
public  relations  extravaganza  had  run  its  course.”  (Max  Blumenthal,  The
Electronic Intifada, 7/8/2014)

 “Knowing that the teens were already dead, the Israeli government even sent
the mothers of the abductees to the United Nations’ Human Rights Council
to raise international awareness and plead for their boys’ safe return. Then the
IDF  launched  Operation  Brother’s  Keeper,  the  most  extensive  military
operation in the West Bank for more than a decade, under the auspices of
saving the missing teens whom, again, they knew to be deceased.

On June 17, Israel rearrested 50 Palestinian prisoners set free in 2011 as part
of  the  Gilad  Shalit  prisoner  swap with  Hamas  — a  bold  provocation  that
violates its armistice with Hamas. Without cause, the IDF also rounded up a
number  of  clerics,  intellectuals  and  politicians  affiliated  with  or  known  to  be
sympathetic  toward  Hamas.  It  also  raided  hundreds  of  Palestinian  sites,
including homes, businesses, universities and clinics — in the process pillaging
more than $3 million in cash and property, in violation of the Fourth Geneva
Convention. Scores of Palestinian civilians were killed in these operations —
again,  before  rockets  were  fired  from  Gaza.  The  misery  of  the  civilian
population was compounded by IDF checkpoints and curfews that severely
restrict the movement of the Palestinian people, during Ramadan, no less.

In mid-June, in preparation for the reprisal attacks from Hamas that the IDF
was attempting to provoke, it moved its Iron Dome batteries into southern
Israeli cities. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu then called on Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to dissolve the unity government with
Hamas — reiterating previous threats of punitive measures unless the union is
suspended. Meanwhile, the IDF began calling up reserve troops in anticipation
of the ground assault.

All  these  provocations  came  weeks  before  Hamas  fired  the  first  rockets  into
Israel. As such, contrary to Obama’s claims and the widely held narrative in
Western media, it was in fact Hamas that was acting in self-defense. Israel
doggedly sought out this war, and Hamas gave it to them.” (Musa al-Gharbi, Al
Jazeera, 7/22/14)

The bodies of the teens were not found until June 30th, and they were not even found by
government forces, instead being discovered by civilian volunteer searchers who happened
to stumbled upon them, which is not surprising given the false nature of the search, the
cover-up of information regarding the abductions, and the exploitation of the atrocity used
as  a  justification  for  a  war  of  aggression.   Netanyahu  immediately  said  that,  “Hamas  is
responsible, and Hamas will pay,” despite knowing that there was absolutely no evidence to
this effect and a lot of evidence to the contrary.  Recently what was already widely known
and suspected was confirmed: Hamas didn’t kidnap and kill the 3 Israeli teens, but instead a
[Islamic State] “lone cell” was responsible. [And IS is supported covertly by Mossad, GR
Eeditor]
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There can be no doubt that the exploitation of  an atrocious murder of  teenagers,  the
sociopathic deceit with which their deaths were covered up, the murderous and punitive
military operation that was justified on the basis of the false claim, and the false association
of blame on Hamas when there was no evidence and furthermore when there was an
enormous amount of evidence on the contrary that it indeed was not Hamas, coupled with
the incitement of violent, racist anti-Arab sentiments that started at the top with Netanyahu
and a number of other high Israeli officials, one being Israeli lawmaker Ayelet Shaked who
called for the genocide of the Palestine people, “including its elderly and its women, its
cities and its villages, its property and its infrastructure,” as well as calling for the slaughter
of Palestinian mothers who give birth to “little snakes,” which trickled down and engulfed a
highly  indoctrinated  and  militarized  Israeli  population  into  a  frenzy  of  hatred,  Ayelet
Shaked’s statement on Facebook garnering more than 5 thousands ‘likes’ and more than
one thousand shares, the frenzy of which is further illustrated by the joy and euphoria in
which members of  the Israeli  population sat  in  lawn chairs  and cheered the death of
Palestinians as they watched the bombs being dropped over their heads from the comfort of
their Israeli neighborhoods, the subsequent revenge slaying by Israeli citizens of 16-year-old
Muhammad Abu Khdeir, the brutal police beating of his 15-year-old cousin, the Palestinian-
American Tareq Abu Khdeir, and the mobs shouting “death to the Arabs,” across Israel
prove that even before the first rockets were fired from Hamas, the Israeli government was
involved in extreme provocations and direct attacks upon Palestine, including the incitement
of racial hatred and violent-frenzy amongst their own population.

No true scholar can honestly say that this latest military assault was a result of Hamas
attacking Israel; this has absolutely nothing to do with defense.

Would the cessation of Hamas rockets be sufficient to halt the current Israeli attacks?

In November of 2012 a ceasefire agreement was brokered between Israel and Hamas that
ended  Israel’s  8  day  military  offensive  “Operation  Pillar  of  Defense.”   After  the  cease-fire
agreement, not one rocket was fired into Israeli territory from Gaza… until Israel broke the
ceasefire.

As confirmed by Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “On the morning of February 26, 2013, a
rocket  hit  was  identified  south  of  the  Israeli  city  of  Ashqelon.  It  was  the  first  rocket  fired
from the Gaza Strip into Israeli territory since November 21, 2012, the end of Operation
Pillar of Defense.”  What the Ministry of Foreign Affairs does not point out however, is that it
was Israel, and not militants from Gaza, who had already broken the ceasefire prior to this
attack.

The  Jerusalem  Fund,  a  Washington  D.C.  non-profit,  recorded  all  of  the  reported  violations
and subsequent Palestinian projectile attacks in the chart below, they conclude from their
findings that,

“Israeli  cease-fire violations [after  the 2012 agreement]  have been persistent
throughout  and have routinely  resulted  in  Palestinian  injuries  and deaths.
Palestinian launches have been rare and sporadic and occurred almost always
after successive instances of Israeli cease-fire violations. You can see a steady
escalation  from around week  48  and onward.  This  corresponds  with  mid-
December during which Israel committed several cease-fire violations resulting
in multiple Palestinian casualties. There was no Palestinian projectile fire in the
two weeks prior to these Israeli violations which inflicted high causalities. This
means that this week was the escalation point and it was Israel doing the
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escalating.”

(A list of all of the news reports that were recorded in this chart can be found catalogued
here.)

Despite  the  consistent  violations  and  attacks  by  Israel,  as  the  chart  above  depicts,
Palestinian retaliation has been minimal.  The official Israeli Security Agency website states,
“2013 saw a sharp decrease in the rate of terror attacks originating in the Gaza Strip, as
opposed  to  2012:  55  attacks  as  opposed  to  1,130  in  2012.”   They  note  that,  “The
circumstances that lead to this decrease were the Pillar of Defense ceasefire agreement in
late 2012 (14-21 November) which curbed terrorism from the Gaza Strip.”  This is due to the
fact that Hamas was highly effective at reducing rocket fire from jihadi militants in an effort
to  abide by the ceasefire,  even arresting and jailing those who still  fired rockets  at  Israel;
the result  was a  substantial  reduction in  rocket  fire,  none of  which came from the Hamas
government themselves, despite the widespread violations from Israeli forces.

In the current escalation of tensions, as noted before, Israel has engaged in a series of
provocations  and  attacks,  which  provoked  some  rocket  attacks  in  Gaza  (at  least  62
according to Reuters),  but  none were from Hamas.   If  Israel  had abided by the 2012
ceasefire agreement,  and hadn’t  sought to turn the tragedy of  3 teenagers abduction and
murder into a phony justification to launch on assault on Palestine, the escalation of attacks
would  have  been  halted,  however  Israeli  officials  were  not  interested  in  peace,  and  were
waiting  until  Hamas  launched  rockets  in  order  to  then  announce  their  military  offensive
against them.  However, despite all of the provocations, none came, until Israel conducted

an air strike (one of 80 since the beginning of June) in Gaza on June 29th that killed a Hamas

gunman and wounded 2 others.  This caused a retaliation a few hours later on June 30th

where Hamas launched their first rocket attacks at Israel since 2012.

Shortly  after  this,  from  the  very  first  day  after  Hamas  and  Israel  began  exchanging  fire,
Hamas had called for an end to the hostilities and a reinstating of the November 2012
ceasefire, the one that Hamas respected and Israel continuously violated.  Hamas has,

“asked for  the ceasefire conditions from the last  major  round of  fighting with
Israel in 2012 to be reinstated, for the re-release of prisoners freed by Israel in
exchange for the kidnapped soldier Gilad Shalit, who were rounded up again by
Israeli after the kidnapping of three Israeli teenagers, later found murdered,

http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Gaza-Dynamics.png
http://blog.thejerusalemfund.org/2012/12/israeli-ceasefire-violations-in-gaza.html
http://www.shabak.gov.il/English/EnTerrorData/Reports/Pages/2013AnnualSummary.aspx
http://www.longwarjournal.org/threat-matrix/archives/2013/04/hamas_arrests_more_jihadists_a.php
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/06/29/uk-israel-palestinians-idUKKBN0F40F220140629
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/06/29/uk-israel-palestinians-idUKKBN0F40F220140629
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/06/29/uk-israel-palestinians-idUKKBN0F40F220140629
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/06/29/uk-israel-palestinians-idUKKBN0F40F220140629
http://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-fired-rockets-for-first-time-since-2012-israeli-officials-say/
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and  an  end  to  what  it  says  is  Israeli  meddling  in  the  Palestinian  unity
government.” (Peter Beaumont, The Guardian, 7/9/2014)

“In other words, Hamas mostly wants Israel to abide by agreements it has
already made.

In November 2012, Israel agreed to “stop all hostilities in the Gaza Strip [by]
land, sea and air including incursions and targeting of individuals.”

Another crucial condition of the November 2012 ceasefire agreement, to which
Hamas remains committed is:

Opening the crossings and facilitating the movements of people and transfer of
goods and refraining from restricting residents’ free movements and targeting
residents in border areas and procedures of implementation shall be dealt with
after 24 hours from the start of the ceasefire.

But especially since the coup in Egypt last year, the siege, from all sides, has
been tighter than ever.

As this graphic, made by Ben White and Rachele Richards using UN data in
early 2013, shows, Israel’s gross violations of the ceasefire began immediately.
“Ceasefire”  meant,  in  practice,  that  the  Palestinians  ceased  fire  while  Israel
continued  to  attack,  invade  and  kill.

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/09/hamas-goes-to-war-gaza-israel-ceasefire
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:nCdAytQbTGkJ:www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/text-cease-fire-agreement-between-israel-and-hamas.premium-1.479653+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/gaza_ceasefire_final_big_fat.jpg
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(Ali Abunimah, The Electronic Intifada, 7/15/2014)

Israel  rejected  the  ceasefire  proposal,  peaceful  means  to  end  the  hostilities  that  they
themselves had already agreed to back in 2012, and instead launched an air strike on July

6th in Gaza, in which 9 Hamas militants were killed.  Hamas responded with an escalation of

rocket attacks on July 7th.  The next day on July 8th, the Israel Defense Forces launched
Operation Protective Edge.

This not only constitutes a war crime, it is the greatest war crime of them all,  that of
unprovoked aggression.  At the Nuremberg trials following the Holocaust, the International
Military Tribunal said that, “to initiate a war of aggression… is not only an international
crime;  it  is  the supreme international  crime differing only  from other  war  crimes in  that  it
contains within itself the accumulated evil of the whole.”  The military siege on Gaza that

began on June 12th in the West Bank with Operation Brother’s Keeper, and the subsequent
aggressive assault on Gaza in Operation Protective Edge, were deliberate acts of war, ones
that  contained  no  justifiable  pretext  whatsoever,  and  therefore  “contains  within
[themselves] the accumulated evil of the whole.”  And the “whole” is unfortunately pretty
horrendous.

These facts run in direct contrast to the accepted mainstream discourse in the West, and
the documented historical  record of  the conflict  completely  and utterly  disprove the Israel
and US line that Israel is simply responding in defense to Hamas rockets, and engaging in
military campaigns that it is pained to participate in, all in an effort to benevolently protect
its citizens from an outside security threat.

And honest scholars understand this façade.

According to what is widely held to be the most comprehensive analysis to date of Israel’s
national security and foreign policy, “Defending the Holy Land” by Zeev Maoz, Professor of
Political Science at the University of California, Davis, former head of the Graduate School of
Government and Policy and of the Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv University,
and former academic director of the M.A. Program at the Israeli Defense Forces’ National
Defense College:

“Most of the wars in which Israel was involved were the result of deliberate
Israeli aggressive design. None of these wars – with the possible exception of
the 1948 War of independence – was what Israel refers to as Milhemet Ein
Berah (war of necessity).  They were all wars of choice.”(1) (emphasis added)

“I review a number of peace-related opportunities ranging from the Zionist-
Hashemite collusion in 1947 through the collapse of the Oslo Process in 2000.
In all those cases I find that Israeli decision makers – who had been willing to
embark upon bold and daring military adventures – were extremely reluctant
to  make  even  the  smallest  concessions  for  peace.  I  also  find  in  many  cases
Israel  was  engaged  in  systematic  violations  of  agreements  and  tacit
understandings  between  itself  and  its  neighbors.”(2)

In conclusion, it is obvious that this current escalation of tensions, in line with the historical
record of the previous escalations, are a result of Israel’s aggression and inability to hold to

http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/hamas-did-not-reject-ceasefire-israel-did
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28189031
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28189031
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28189031
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/1.603472
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/1.603472
http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/idfs-operation-protective-edge-begins-against-gaza/2014/07/08/
http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/idfs-operation-protective-edge-begins-against-gaza/2014/07/08/
http://jurist.law.pitt.edu/forum/forumnew18.HTM
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peaceful  agreements.   In  the  past  Hamas  has  abided  by  ceasefire  agreements  while
drastically reducing the occurrence of jihadi rocket launches into Israel from Gaza, while
Israel has violated them.  Therefore, it follows that if a peaceful negotiation is reached in
this  current  conflict,  there  would  be  no  guarantee  that  the  cessation  of  hostilities  from
Hamas  and  Gaza  would  be  sufficient  to  halt  another  Israeli  attack.

As  The  Jerusalem  Fund  notes,  “Previous  cease-fire  agreements,  like  the  one
brokered  by  Egypt  in  June  of  2008  were  shattered  by  extrajudicial
assassinations  carried out  by Israel.  The biggest  question after  the cease-fire
agreement, as I made clear here, was who would hold Israel to account for
cease-fire  violations?  Egypt  was  not  going to  play  this  role.  The U.S.  was  not
going  to  play  this  role.  So  effectively,  Israel  could  fire  into  Gaza  without
accountability,  provoke  a  reaction  and  then  claim  self-defense.”

“The  biggest  challenge  to  the  cease-fire  agreement  is  persistent  Israeli
violation and the lack of any accountability for them. The politics of the Gaza
Strip  are  complex.  Israel  says  it  wants  Hamas  to  control  projectile  fire  from
other factions and yet it persistently violates the truce putting Hamas in a
position of having to defend Israel’s violations. By targeting groups other than
Hamas and by expecting Hamas to crack down on their responses, Israel is
playing a dangerous and deadly game of divide and conquer in Gaza that will
likely lead to the unraveling of the cease-fire.

“Once again, Israel has proven security is not its aim, subjugation is.”

Despite all of this, the most important violation of international law that was committed here
has been overlooked.  Nations do have a right to defend themselves, yes, however only
after peaceful means have been exhausted are they allowed to do so.  This follows from an
elementary understanding of  morality and human decency as well  as from established
international law.  So one more elementary question needs to be asked: did Israel exhaust
all peaceful means to end the hostilities?  Given what has already been discussed, the
answer is emphatically no, however it is useful to analyze further what peaceful means are
still available.

Noam Chomsky  answers  this  question  in  relation  to  the  2012  offensive  Operation  Pillar  of
Defense and the subsequent ceasefire agreement, however the same conclusions could be
applied  today,  and  the  same lessons  learned  when  relating  his  words  to  the  current
escalation of conflict that the people of Gaza are facing now,

“The pretexts for the [November 2012] assault were also the usual ones.  We
can put aside the predictable declarations of the perpetrators in Israel and
Washington, but even decent people ask what Israel should do when attacked
by a barrage of missiles.  It’s a fair question, and there are straightforward
answers.

One response would be to observe international law, which allows the use of
force without Security Council authorization in exactly one case: in self-defense
after informing the Security Council of an armed attack, until the Council acts
(UN Charter, Article 51).  Israel understands that well.  That is the course it
followed at the outbreak of the June 1967 war, but of course Israel’s appeal
went nowhere when it  was quickly ascertained that it  was Israel  that had
launched the attack.  Israel did not follow this course in November, knowing

http://blog.thejerusalemfund.org/2014/02/israelgaza-cease-fire-dynamics-breakdown.html
http://video.msnbc.msn.com/msnbc/49948890#49948890
http://www.israeli-occupation.org/2012-12-01/noam-chomsky-palestine-2012-gaza-and-the-un-resolution/
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well what would be revealed in a Security Council debate.

Another narrow response would be to agree to a truce, as appeared quite
possible before the operation was launched on November 14, as often before.

There are more far-reaching responses.  By coincidence, one illustration is
discussed in the current issue of the journal National Interest.  The authors,
Asia  scholars  Raffaello  Pantucci  and  Alexandros  Petersen,  describe  China’s
reaction after rioting in western Xinjiang province “in which mobs of Uighurs
marched around the city beating hapless Han [Chinese] to death.” Chinese
president Hu Jintao quickly flew to the province to take charge, senior leaders
in  the  security  establishment  were  fired,  and  a  wide  range  of  development
projects  were  undertaken  to  address  underlying  causes  of  the  unrest.18

In Gaza too a civilized reaction is possible.  The US and Israel could end the
merciless  unremitting  assault  and  open  the  borders,  and  provide  for
reconstruction – and if it were imaginable, reparations for decades of violence
and repression.

The  cease-fire  agreement  stated  that  the  measures  to  implement  the  end  of
the siege and the targeting of residents in border areas “shall be dealt with
after 24 hours from the start of the ceasefire.” There is no sign of steps in this
direction.  Nor is there any indication of US-Israeli willingness to rescind their
policy of separating Gaza from the West Bank in violation of the Oslo Accords,
to end the illegal settlement and development programs in the West Bank
designed to undermine a political settlement, or in any other way to abandon
the rejectionism of the past decades.

Some day, and it must be soon, the world will respond to the plea issued by
the distinguished Gazan human rights lawyer Raji Sourani while the bombs
were once again raining down on defenseless civilians in Gaza: “We demand
justice  and  accountability.  We  dream  of  a  normal  life,  in  freedom  and
dignity.”19“

As  to  the  actual  motivations  behind  the  current  assault,  well,  it  is  in  part  the  usual
reasonings that we are familiar with, as Nafeez Ahmed succinctly put it, IDF’s Gaza assault
is to control Palestinian gas, avert Israeli energy crisis, amongst the other usual desires of
hegemony, control, and suppression of dissenting voices that stand in the way of those
aims.

Steven Chovanec is an independent geopolitical analyst based in Chicago, IL. He is an
undergraduate of International Studies at Roosevelt University and is a regular writer and
blogger on geopolitics and important social matters. His writings can be found
at undergroundreports.blogspot.com

Notes:

1.) Zeev Maoz, Defending the Holy Land (University of Michigan Press, January 2009), pg. 35.

2.) Zeev Maoz, Defending the Holy Land (University of Michigan Press, January 2009), pg. 40

http://nationalinterest.org/article/chinas-inadvertent-empire-7615
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/11/20121117115136211403.html
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/earth-insight/2014/jul/09/israel-war-gaza-palestine-natural-gas-energy-crisis
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/earth-insight/2014/jul/09/israel-war-gaza-palestine-natural-gas-energy-crisis
http://undergroundreports.blogspot.com/
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