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Spokesman of Iraq’s Kata’ib Hezbollah (Hezbollah Battalions) Jafar al-Hosseini underlined
that his forces are planning to win back the city of Ramadi after expelling the American
forces from Anbar province.

“Our  forces  have  two  operations  underway;  first  seizing  Ramadi  from  ISIL  and  second
keeping  away  the  American  forces  from  Anbar  province,”  al-Hosseini  told  FNA  on
Wednesday.

He underlined that preventing the US forces from getting close to Anbar province will
expedite operations for winning back the province, specially after the military operations in
Salahuddin province that led to the liberation of the city of Beiji.

The Ramadi city is now the scene of massive military operations of Iraq’s joint forces against
the ISIL militants.

Ramadi, the capital of Anbar province, was attacked by the jihadists in 2014 before being
captured in February, 2015. Government forces succeeded in liberating the city in March,
but withdrew two months later.

Iraq’s  Western  provinces  have  become a  battlefield  between  Iraqi  government  forces  and
the ISIL fighters.

The Iraqi troops captured the refinery city of Beiji in the Western Salahuddin province on the
second day of a fresh massive operation on Monday. Iraq’s Armed Forces Command Center
made an official announcement on the groundbreaking victory on Tuesday.

In July, Iraqi armed forces launched a large-scale operation to roll back ISIL insurgency in
Anbar province, however, its capital is still controlled by the Takfiris.

The messages sent by the US and Russia to Iraq indicate that the Baghdad government is
under pressure resulting from the rivalries between the US and Russia over increasing their
regional presence.

Such  pressures  will  continue  until  Baghdad  takes  a  final  and  resolute  stance  on  US  or
Russian  support  in  fighting  the  ISIL  in  the  Arab  country.

Meantime, the present information indicates that the Iraqi government is more inclined to
take up a bigger role in the quadrilateral coalition with Russia, Iran and Syria.
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Washington  has  not  replied  to  Baghdad’s  call  for  serious  fight  against  the  ISIL  in  action,
while Moscow, Tehran and Damascus are still the most important supporters of Iraq in the
fight against the ISIL; unlike Washington that is trying to weaken the Iraqi volunteer forces
in  their  fight  against  the  ISIL,  the  Russia,  Iran  and  Syria  reiterate  strengthening  the
volunteer  forces.

The US government in a message to Iraqi Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi voiced Obama’s
dissatisfaction with Baghdad’s inclination towards Tehran, Moscow and Damascus.

In the meantime, the Iraqi groups, specially the volunteer forces, believe he quadrilateral
coalition has provided actual aid and backup to Iraq, while the US coalition did not, and this
has resulted in Iraq’s inclination towards Iran, Russia and Syria.

Iraq’s  Former  National  Security  Adviser  Mowaffak  al-Rubaie  underlined  the  necessity  for
replacing  Washington  with  Moscow  for  joint  war  on  terrorist  groups.

“The parliament fractions are calling on the Iraqi government to request Russian airstrikes
and use it to attack the ISIL military bases and oil centers,” Rubaie, who is now a senior
legislator at the Iraqi parliament, told FNA on Tuesday.

“The US air force doesn’t cooperate with Iraq’s federal government and security and armed
forces and refrains from providing any intelligence on ISIL’s concentration and field camps,”
he added.

Rubaie complained that in every 10 flight missions conducted by the US-led coalition planes,
ISIL positions come under attack in only two missions, while nothing special happens in the
remaining 8 missions.

In relevant remarks on Monday, Iraqi security expert Hesham al-Hashemi said the Baghdad
government would ask for Russia’s direct military assistance in the fight against the ISIL in
the coming days, adding that further military advances by Iraq’s joint forces would be a
great achievement for the quadrilateral coalition.

“If  the Iraqi security forces achieve considerable advances in their fight against the ISIL in
the Northern parts of Salahudin province, Iraq will surely ask for Russia’s military aid to help
them in the fight agaist the ISIL,” Al-Hashemi told FNA.

The Iraqi security expert reiterated that the Iraqi air force desperately needed the Russian
air force’s help in the fight against the ISIL.

He pointed to  a  security  agreement  signed between Iraq and the US,  and said,  “The
Baghdad-Washington agreement will not prevent Iraq from asking for further military aid in
the ongoing fight against terrorism from any third country.”

On Saturday, Russia’s Deputy Defense Minister Anatoly Antonov told reporters after the 6th
Xiangshan Security Forum in Beijing that Moscow had not received a request for military
assistance in fight against the outlawed ISIL terrorist group, and it is ready to consider it.

“What I can say now is that as of today we do not have a request from Iraq like the one we
have from (Syria’s President) Bashar Assad,” he said.

“In case we receive a request, we shall consider it accordingly.”
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“As there are very many insinuations about Syria, I would like to stress we have a written
request from Bashar Assad for a military and military-technical assistance in fighting IS(IL),”
he said.

“We stress we are acting on a legal base and in compliance with the international law.”
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