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‘Iraqis cannot forget what Americans have done
here’
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“It is not written in our hearts, it is carved in our hearts.” I awoke this morning still shaken
with these words in my head.

Yesterday I was in Ramadi and Fallujah. Instead of bringing a message of caring, of empathy
for their suffering and a desire for peace, my presence as someone from the U.S, seemed to
open wounds that are unfathomably deep.

I  sat in on a lecture,  given in English,  to maybe fifty or more young men and women at a
college in Ramadi. They were all about 22 and 23 years of age, in their last year of a 5-year
program. That means they were about 13 or 14 years old during the U.S. led invasion and
beginning of the occupation. I was invited to speak by the president as an “honored guest”
after the lecture. To my embarrassment the professor graciously hurried through his lecture
on my account. I had everyone’s attention. It was awkward for me, and after introducing
myself, I said I would be grateful to hear from them. There was only silence. I am sure my
words sounded empty, trite and artificial.

Then a young man in the front row only a couple of feet from me said in a quiet voice “We
have nothing to say. The last years have been only sad ones.” Again there was silence.

Sami, my host from Najaf and part of the Muslim Peacemaker Team, stood and shared. He
told the story of how, after the U.S. bombing assaults on Fallujah, he and others came from
the Shia cities of Najaf and Karbala, to carry out a symbolic act of cleaning up rubble and
trash in the streets of Fallujah. This gesture, he said, melted hearts and healed some of the
brokenness between Sunni and Shia. He
spoke of the delegation of peacemakers from the United States who were just in Najaf for
twelve days, of the work to build bridges and seek reconciliation.

An impassioned young woman from the middle of the lecture hall spoke up. It was obviously
not easy for her. “It is not,” she said, “about lack of water and electricity [something I had
mentioned]. You have destroyed everything. You have destroyed our country. You have
destroyed what is inside of us! You have destroyed our ancient civilization. You have taken
our smiles from us. You have
taken our dreams!”

Someone asked, “Why did you this? What did we do to you that you would do this to us?”
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“Iraqis cannot forget what Americans have done here,” said another. “They destroyed the
childhood. You don’t destroy everything and then say ‘We’re sorry.’ “You don’t commit
crimes and then say ‘Sorry.’”

“To bomb us and then send teams to do investigations on the effects of the bombs…No, it
will not be forgotten. It is not written on our hearts, it is carved in our hearts.”

We are happy to make bridges between people, said the president of the college, but we will
not forget. What can you do? In Fallujah 30% of the babies are born deformed.” What can
you do?

He spoke of how he’d met an American soldier in the airport. He was part of the Special
Forces in Iraq. The soldier told him “The bible tells us not to kill. But we were taught to kill,
to kill for nothing. Just kill. I am so sorry.”

“Build bridges? the president repeated. Apologize? he said. What can you do?” There was no
rancor in his tone or demeanor, only anger and deep pain.

A  young  man  said….The  U.S.  is  still  here.  There  are  fifteen  thousand  people  at  the  U.S.
embassy  in  Baghdad.  [and 5,000 security  personal  to  protect  them].  They  have their
collaborators. The war is not over.

We later visited a Sheik in Fallujah in his home. He and Sami embraced warmly and he
welcomed us into the sitting area. In the course of our sharing we spoke of our visit to
nearby  Ramadi,  of  what  was  said  there.  “War  always  results  in  two  losers,”  he  said
sorrowfully.

Cathy Breen works with Voices for Creative Non-Violence and is a Catholic Worker at Mary
House in New York City. She lived in Iraq prior to the U.S. invasion in 2003 and during the
occupation.

The original source of this article is Antiwar.com
Copyright © Global Research News, Antiwar.com, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research
News

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance

https://www.globalresearch.ca/Antiwar.com
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.globalresearch.ca/Antiwar.com
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 3

a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

