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Iraq: “Why is the Left Understating the Carnage?”
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In the Mountain View Voices for Peace poster for the March 2006 third anniversary of the
invasion of Iraq there is written 30,000 Iraqis

I found the same poster in United for Peace and Justice’s website and in Media Channel’s
website

According to Les Roberts (Center for International Emergency Disaster and Refugee Studies
at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, one of the world’s top epidemiologists
and lead author of the Lancet report) there might be as many as 300,000 Iraqi civilian
deaths (Do Iraqi Civilian Casualties Matter?, By Les Roberts, AlterNet, February 8, 2006)

You may also be interested in reading the last Media Lens Alert – MEDIA ALERT UPDATE:
IRAQ BODY COUNT REFUSES TO RESPOND and a recent email I sent to the Independent

A few days ago, the Independent wrote: “But IBC admits that with the increasing inability of
journalists to move around and report freely, its method of monitoring civilian deaths is
becoming increasingly  inaccurate.  What  evidence has emerged indicates that  a  widely
ridiculed study published in The Lancet in autumn 2004, estimating that at least 100,000
civilians had died violently since the war began, might not be so inaccurate.” (“Iraq: The
reckoning” , Patrick Cockburn and Raymond Whitaker , The Independent, 12 March 2006)

In  CounterPunch  yesterday,  Todd  Chretien  asked  “Why  is  the  Left  Understating  the
Carnage?” (Counting the Dead in Iraq, TODD CHRETIEN, CounterPunch)

In peace, struggle and friendship, I  urge you to consider the message that that wrong
number (30,000) is sending, to abandon any further reference to the Iraq Body Count’s
numbers and to take seriously in consideration the Lancet study and more recent comments
and updates by the Lancet study’s Les Roberts.

I urge you therefore to reconsider the use of that poster. The difference between 30,000 and
300,000 can no longer be ignored. Using that poster as well as keep referring to the IBC’s
numbers, would be a betrayal of our share ideals and values of peace and justice.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Gabriele Zamparini, Global Research, 2006

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gabriele-zamparini
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/iraq-report
http://www.mvvp.org/
http://www.unitedforpeace.org/article.php?id=3190
http://www.mediachannel.org/
http://www.mediachannel.org/
http://www.alternet.org/story/31508/
http://www.medialens.org/alerts/index.php
http://www.medialens.org/alerts/index.php
http://www.thecatsdream.com/blog/2006/03/iraq-email-to-indepenent.htm
http://www.counterpunch.org/chretien03142006.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gabriele-zamparini
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG


| 2

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Gabriele
Zamparini

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gabriele-zamparini
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gabriele-zamparini
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

