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May coincide with US-Israeli major naval exercises in the Persian Gulf
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The newly announced Iraninan drills, codenamed The Great Prophet, may coincide with
major naval exercises that Israel and the United States are planning to hold in the Persian
Gulf in the near future. AP quoted on Thursday a senior Israeli military official as saying the
drills would be held in the next few weeks.

The exercises, called Austere Challenge 12, which both Israeli and U.S. officials have
described as the largest-ever joint drills by the two countries...

Moscow: Iran is planning to hold new “massive” naval exercises near the strategic Strait of
Hormuz within the next few weeks, the country’s Fars news agency has said, as Tehran’s
tensions with the West continue to escalate following threats of new sanctions against the
Islamic Republic over its controversial nuclear program.

Iranian Defense Minister Ahmad Vahidi was quoted in the Fars report as saying the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps was planning to conduct “its greatest naval war games” near the
Straight of Hormuz in the near future.

The announcement came just days after the Iranian navy completed its 10-day naval
exercises near the Strait of Hormuz. The drills were held after the Islamic Republic
threatened to block the waterway, where an estimated 40 percent of the world’s seaborne
oil passes, in response to Western plans to ban oil imports from Iran. The Islamic Republic
derives some 60 percent of its budget revenues from oil exports.

The newly announced Iranian drills, codenamed The Great Prophet, may coincide with major
naval exercises that Israel and the United States are planning to hold in the Persian Gulf in
the near future. AP quoted on Thursday a senior Israeli military official as saying the drills
would be held in the next few weeks.

The exercises, called Austere Challenge 12, which both Israeli and U.S. officials have
described as the largest-ever joint drills by the two countries, are designed to improve
missile defense systems and co-operation between the U.S. and Israeli forces.

The United States on Saturday approved sanctions targeting Iran’s oil industry, and the
European Union will consider banning Iranian oil imports during a meeting of EU foreign
ministers in late January.
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The sanctions are designed to persuade Iran to drop what Western powers believe is a
secret nuclear weapons program developed by Tehran.

Iran denies the claims, saying its nuclear program is for purely civilian purposes.

Stop NATO e-mail list home page with archives and search engine:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stopnato/messages

Stop NATO website and articles:
http.//rickrozoff.wordpress.com

To subscribe for individual e-mails or the daily digest, unsubscribe, and otherwise change
subscription status:
stopnato-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

NEW RELEASE: GLOBAL RESEARCH E-BOOK
Towards a World War lll Scenario

r‘f TOWARDS A
WorLp War I11

SCENARIO

by Michel Chossudovsky

The original source of this article is Russian Information Agency Novosti
Copyright © Global Research, Russian Information Agency Novosti, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research



http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stopnato/messages
http://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/
http://us.mc1613.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=stopnato-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=25185
http://en.rian.ru/mlitary_news/20120106/170640162.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://en.rian.ru/mlitary_news/20120106/170640162.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

