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***

The warning was on the wall. Ever since Israel attacked “out of the blue” on 1 April 2024 the
Iranian Consulate in Damascus, Syria, killing 7, including two generals, an Iranian retaliation
was to be expected. 

The New York Times (NYT) reports 

“Iran mounted an immense aerial attack on Israel on Saturday night, launching more
than 200 drones [other sources talk about 300 drones] and missiles in retaliation for a
deadly Israeli  airstrike in Syria two weeks ago, and marking a significant escalation in
hostilities between the two regional foes.” 

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) say there were over 300 areal threats, including some 200
drones, 100 ballistic missiles, and 30 cruise missiles. See this.

Israel and her Western friends claim that many of the drones were intercepted by IDF and
the help from allied  military support. The latter apparently include the UK, France, and
Jordan – and most likely also US-NATO forces that have long been stationed in the region.

Nevertheless, according to several RT reports, a large-scale missile and drone attack against
Israel has been a success, Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) has said in a statement
published by  IRNA news agency.  The Islamic  Republic’s  military  managed to  “hit  and
destroy” some “important military targets,” it added, without providing any further details.

Short video clips published by Iranian media on social networks, viewing Islamic Republic’s
missiles hitting their  targets in Israel.  Several  missiles appeared to have been striking
targets in  a settlement,  RT reports,  however without  being able to confirm the veracity  of
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the clips.

The Guardian informs, that it was the Islamic Republic’s first-ever direct attack on the Jewish
State, a development that brings the two countries to the brink of all-out conflict after more
than a decade of shadow war and soaring stress six months into Israel’s war in Gaza,
following the Hamas attack last October.

It was reported on Israeli television that Iran had launched more than 100 drones as well as
cruise  missiles  towards  Israel,  and  Iran  later  said  it  had  fired  a  “first  wave”  of  ballistic
missiles.  See  this.  

This  latest  war theatre is  in  full  development.  At  this  point  it  is  unclear  what exactly
happened and to what level the conflict may escalate. A regional war that could expand to a
WW-scenario is a real danger. It depends largely to what extent foreign – non regional –
players will get involved. Arab states have already warned against any “foreign”, meaning
non-regional, intervention. Specifically, that means the US / NATO. The latter would include
of course almost all of the spineless European nations.

*

Iran has many reasons for retaliation. Other than the Syrian Consulate event, the killing of
General Qasem Soleimani with a targeted US drone attack on 3 January 2020 in Baghdad.
This assassination was still carried out under President Trump, but the question remains, did
he act on behalf of Israel – as many analysts suspect?  

After a public  mourning of  Major General  Soleimani,  Iran launched missiles against  US
military bases in Iraq wounding at least 110 troops. Deaths were not officially reported. 

Over the past several decades Israeli provocations on Iran abounded no end. Israel’s intent
is to wipe out Iran as part of its “master plan” towards “Greater Israel”, and control of the
Gulf of Hormuz with access to the Arabian Sea – and ultimately Asia. And in the north, where
Israel is currently attempting to brutally genociding Palestinians – evicting them from their
homeland, an atrocious slaughter supported by most Western un-human leaders (sic). 

This is not only Apartheid “social cleansing” – it is also taking possession, stealing, of tens or
hundreds of billions worth of Gazan off-shore gas reserves. 

To be sure,  Israel  is  an illegal  state,  on Palestinian land stolen through the 1917 UK-
sponsored Zionist-initiated Balfour Declaration, with the support in 1948 of the then 52-
member young US-dominated United Nations. See this.
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*

For the past 100 years or so, Washington was – and still  is – tacitly as well as openly
manipulated by a strong worldwide Zionist movement. Zionists control the world’s – at least
the Western world’s – financial system, Big Finance, Wall Street, and not least the Bank for
International Settlements (BIS), in Basle Switzerland, also called the Central Bank of all
central  banks,  controlling  about  90%  of  the  worldwide  monetary  flow.  All  in  Zionists
command.

There is a strong symbiotic relationship, an interdependence between the Zionists, today’s
Israel, and the US. The Zionists, the self-declared Chosen People, wield the scepter of Big
Finance, aspiring for world domination through Greater Israel (see provisional map, below),
with the might of military power by the United States. 

Iran is the major stumbling block for Israel’s Zionists to achieve their goal. Once Iran is
conquered, they dream, Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf States will fall in place.  

Zionist-Israel has been allowed by the discreet influence of the US and UK secret services to
become a “clandestine” nuclear power. They know they can count not only on the US tax-
payers financial support, but more importantly, also with the Pentagon’s military might. By
the way, US taxpayers have been footing a considerable portion of Israel’s budget for its 75-
year existence.

Sounds controversial, doesn’t it – with the Zionists in control of worldwide Big Finance.

Israel’s  provocations  on  Iran  are  openly  or  tacitly  supported  or  even  encouraged  by
Washington. The Washington war-mongers would love to go to war with Iran, a military and
economic heavy weight, way beyond the Middle East.

And now, as a new BRICS member (BRICS-plus 5 [the sixth nation, Argentina, dropped out]),
Iran’s strength has expanded almost exponentially, with such heavy-weight allies like China
and Russia.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/iran-on-the-rise/5854744/greater-israel-2
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*

Israel’s assault on the Iranian Consulate in Damascus, may have been the spark that lit the
fire. The extent of the “fire” cannot be assessed yet, as it will depend on clear-thinking and
levelheadedness – or not – of Western decision makers – specifically NATO countries. 

President Biden has been clear, so Western media:

“Our support for Israel’s security is ironclad. The United States will  stand with the
people of Israel and support their defense against these threats from Iran.”

How serious  is  this  American promise?  There is  more at  stake than words,  especially
considering  Israel’s  ever  deeper  falling  within  the  world’s  sympathy  for  her  non-stop
onslaught  against  Gaza  and  Palestine  in  general  –  having  killed  more  than  35,000
Palestinians, about 70% of whom are women and children.

Strategically speaking, can the US afford this “unwavering” support for an outright genocide
nation? And secondly, Washington knows that Iran has full support from Russia and China,
Iran’s BRICS allies. BRICS association has similar meaning to that of NATO’s: Attack one
country means you attack them all – and retaliation may be massive.

Are there still a few clear-thinking Western political human strategists left, not to risk total
destruction  of  civilization  as  we  know  it?  As  President  Putin  has  warned  on  several
occasions, A Third World War, turning nuclear has no winner.

Let us hope reason and the sense for Peace will prevail.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Peter Koenig is a geopolitical analyst and a former Senior Economist at the World Bank and
the World Health Organization (WHO), where he worked for over 30 years around the world.
He is the author of Implosion – An Economic Thriller about War, Environmental Destruction
and  Corporate  Greed;  and  co-author  of  Cynthia  McKinney’s  book  “When  China
Sneezes: From the Coronavirus Lockdown to the Global Politico-Economic Crisis” (Clarity
Press – November 1, 2020).

Peter is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research on Globalization (CRG). He is also a
non-resident Senior Fellow of the Chongyang Institute of Renmin University, Beijing. 

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Peter Koenig, Global Research, 2024

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

http://www.amazon.com/Implosion-Economic-Environmental-Destruction-Corporate/dp/059545349X
http://www.amazon.com/Implosion-Economic-Environmental-Destruction-Corporate/dp/059545349X
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/peter-koenig
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/


| 5

Articles by: Peter Koenig

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/peter-koenig
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

