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The  UK  acknowledged  its  first  defeat  by  Iran  when  it  released  the  Iranian  super  tanker
“Grace 1”  captured by  30 Royal  Navy commandos in  the  first  week of  July  in  response to
a US request, as the Spanish Foreign Minister Josep Borrell revealed. In response, Iran will
release  the  British-flagged  tanker  “Stena  Impero”,  captured  by  the  “Iran  Revolutionary
Guard Corps” (IRGC) Special Forces before Saturday mid-day. This tit-for-tat response by
Iran showed its determined deterrence policy towards the west:  Iran is ready to accept any
consequences, including a possible war if necessary.

Moreover, Iran is prepared for another partial withdrawal from the nuclear deal three weeks
from today as a counter reaction to the insufficient response of western signatory countries
and their failure to effectively oppose the illegal actions of US President Donald Trump. The
US unilaterally decided to revoke the deal, persuaded by Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin
Netanyahu– even though its Chief of Staff acknowledged the nuclear deal was working. The
bras-de-fer between Iran and the west is transforming the Middle East into a powder keg,
ready to blow-up after the next challenging decision.

What is reducing the possibilities of war in the Persian Gulf are the 2020 US presidential
elections. Indeed, Trump seems no longer willing to challenge Iran directly nor does he aim
to push the conflict  to  a  dangerous level.  He is  avoiding putting the US in  the first  line of
confrontation against Iran for another year until he sees bailout results in his favour (at the
end of the year 2020). In the meantime, the US administration is increasing sanctions on
Iran and is trying to gather naval  forces to police the Persian Gulf,  contributing to an
increase in the tension. Israel came forward overtly, challenging its sworn enemy Iran, by
offering  its  direct  participation  in  the  US-proposed  naval  mission  in  the  Persian  Gulf.  Now
already Israel is involved in the US plans in the Gulf. Sources knowledgeable of the dynamic
in the Gulf-Iran tension have said “Israel has drones in the area, and is involved by being
present in many countries around Iran, providing military and logistic support”.

The  Israeli  “offer”  is  regarded  as  a  clear  provocation  to  Iran.  It  is  sending  a  challenging
message to the “Axis of the resistance” that has been threatening to attack Israel in case of
all-out war on Iran. It shows the readiness of Israel to wage war on Iran whenever the US or
a US led coalition decides, quite possiblyafterthe US election next year. Israel in any war-like
decision  balances  the  benefits  and  the  consequences.  It  looks  like  this  time  the  Israeli
leadership should explain to their citizens why a war with Iran is worth major destruction to
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its infrastructure and domestic casualties. Hezbollah vows to attack Israel in case of war and
the head of its Parliamentary delegation said the quasi-state actor believes that a war is
under preparation against Lebanon. A Middle Eastern war is certainly not to the advantage
of the nearby European continent. Unfortunately itis doing very little to influence or to cool
down the levels of tension Trump is creating in the Midle East.

Among  European  countries,  only  the  UK  has  agreed  to  join  the  US  in  patrolling
and protecting oil tankers navigating in the Gulf. The UK is shifting away from the European
stand towards Iran and seems willing to take the role of a US shield to keep earning US
favour, as shown by its capture of “Grace 1”. The Trump administration is showing greater
wisdom than the UK by keeping its jet carrier the USS Abraham Lincoln and other warships
in Bahrein, away from the Persian Gulf.

Iran is showing further determination to protect its interests by rejecting harsh US sanctions
and disrupting the exports if its own oil cannot be sold on the world market. On the other
hand, Europe is aware of the danger and the possibility of a military confrontation, which
means only losers. The UK insistence to have the first row position against Iran by sending
a third warship to the Gulf is apparently not taking into account that the IRGC considers the
western ships gathering in the area as proximate targets and floating coffins in case of war.
Iran has cruise missiles, anti-ship precision missiles and armed drones enough to damage
and destroy any naval ship, even one hiding behind an island, Bahrein, in the Persian Gulf.

Iraq played an important role in de-escalating the tension between Iran and the UK and for
the release of the two tankers “Grace 1” and “Stena Impero”. The US administration is
trying to look for ways to increase its maximum pressure on Iran in the hope of bringing
Iranian officials to their knees, a goal far from realization. Baghdad will not be side-lined in
case of war, and Iran’s allies in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen will not stand idle. They are
preparing  for  the  worst-case  scenario.  The  war  of  tankers  is  far  from  ending,  it  is
just  beginning.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from the author

The original source of this article is Elijah J. Magnier
Copyright © Elijah J. Magnier, Elijah J. Magnier, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Elijah J. Magnier

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/aug/05/uk-joins-us-in-mission-to-protect-oil-tankers-in-gulf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/04/iran-seizes-oil-tanker-in-gulf-smuggling-fuel-to-arab-states
https://news.sky.com/story/on-board-the-warships-ready-to-deter-iranian-forces-11783449
https://www.dw.com/en/britain-calls-stena-impero-oil-tanker-seizure-hostile-act-as-iran-releases-video-of-capture/a-49676942
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/uk-send-warship-gulf-related-iran-crisis-190716133009035.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bahrain/@25.9412967,50.306702,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x3ef7ec2ec16b1df1:0x40b095d39e51face!2sIran!3b1!8m2!3d32.427908!4d53.688046!3m4!1s0x3e48524e6a47a211:0x2e9450e2dbda1046!8m2!3d26.0395097!4d50.5426025
https://ejmagnier.com/2019/08/15/irans-dangerous-deterrence-policy-trading-tankers-and-another-partial-withdrawal-from-the-jcpoa/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elijah-j-magnier
https://ejmagnier.com/2019/08/15/irans-dangerous-deterrence-policy-trading-tankers-and-another-partial-withdrawal-from-the-jcpoa/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elijah-j-magnier


| 3

not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

