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Iran and China Sign 25-year Cooperation Deal
Negotiations for the accord last year sparked controversy in Iran over the
supposed secret nature of the proposed agreement
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Iran and China on Saturday signed a 25-year “strategic cooperation” agreement as Beijing
expands its trillion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative.

“Our relations with Iran will not be affected by the current situation, but will be
permanent and strategic,” Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi was quoted by
Iranian news agencies as saying.

“Iran decides independently on its relations with other countries and is not like
some countries that change their position with one phone call.”

Wang met President Hassan Rouhani before he and his Iranian counterpart, Mohammad
Javad Zarif, signed the agreement, which is expected to include Chinese investments in key
sectors such as energy and infrastructure.

Negotiations for the deal, started five years ago, sparked controversy in Iran last year over
the purported secret nature of the proposed agreement, with virtually no details of its
contents having been released.

Rouhani’s adviser, Hesameddin Ashena, said that the cooperation pact between the two
allies is an example of “successful diplomacy”.

“A country’s strength is in its ability to join coalitions, not to remain isolated,”
he was cited by Iranian media as saying.

Saeed Khatibzadeh,  an  Iranian  foreign  ministry  spokesman,  said  the  document  was  a
“roadmap” for trade, economic and transportation cooperation, with a “special focus on the
private sectors of the two sides”.

China is Iran’s largest trading partner and was one of the biggest buyers of Iranian oil before
then US president Donald Trump reimposed unilateral sanctions in 2018 after abandoning a
nuclear agreement with Tehran and world powers.
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In 2016, China agreed to increase bilateral trade by more than 10 times to $600bn over a
decade.

Its commerce ministry said on Thursday that Beijing will try to safeguard the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal, to which it is party, and defend the legitimate interests of its relations with
Iran.

US President Joe Biden hopes to revive the nuclear deal, but the process has been stalled,
with Tehran and western powers remaining at odds over which side should return to the
agreement first.

Iran says that Washington must first lift all economic sanctions it imposed, while Biden has
insisted  that  Tehran  must  first  reverse  steps  taken  to  reduce  its  commitments  under  the
agreement in response to the sanctions.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from InfoBrics

The original source of this article is Middle East Eye
Copyright © Heba Nasser, Middle East Eye, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Heba Nasser

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/iran-china-cooperation-deal-belt-road-initiative
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/heba-nasser
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/iran-china-cooperation-deal-belt-road-initiative
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/heba-nasser
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

