
| 1

Interpol’s Political Prisoner: Petition Protests Illegal
Arrest of Journalist for Ideological Reasons

By John Catalinotto
Global Research, January 17, 2014
Workers World 15 January 2014

Region: Europe, Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Law and Justice, Police State &

Civil Rights

Kimyongür Bahar in Brussels on Nov. 13. His sign reads: ‘No to war in Syria.’ Photo: Dursun Aydemir

After  13  days  in  prison  following  an  international  arrest  warrant  issued  against  him,
Kimyongür Bahar, a Belgian citizen of Turkish origins, is currently under house arrest in
Massa,  Italy.  Bahar  is  an  anti-war  activist  and  political  journalist  who  the  Turkish
government, led by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, has declared to be a “terrorist”
even though his actions involved organizing legal protests in Belgium and not in Turkey
against the Turkish regime.

His real “crime” has nothing to do with so-called terrorism, but rather for his good work in
denouncing the undemocratic aspects of the Erdoğan government, which has repeatedly
demanded that he be arrested and extradited to Turkey. Should that demand be carried out
it would put not only his freedom but his life at risk.

Bahar has degrees in Art History and Archaeology at the University of Brussels. He is the
director  of  the  International  Institute  for  Peace,  Justice  and  Human  Rights,  and  is  a
spokesperson of the Committee against the Interference in Syria.

We  know  Bahar  at  Workers  World  for  his  excellent  journalistic  work  clarifying  both
developments in Turkey and in the rest of the region, especially in Syria. In November, he
organized a public demonstration in Brussels against Western intervention in Syria, which is
responsible for hundreds of thousands of deaths and of destitution for millions of Syrians.

The Erdoğan regime has been trying to condemn Bahar to 22 years in prison for protesting
in Parliament against the practice of torture in Turkish prisons. In past legal cases, both
Belgian  and  Dutch  justices  decided  that  the  charges  of  terrorism  against  Bahar  are
unfounded.

Nevertheless, Interpol, the West European police agency, had him  arrested last year, first in
Spain and again on Nov. 21 in Italy.  According to the constitution of Interpol, it is forbidden
to arrest people for ideological reasons, yet that is exactly what it is doing regarding Bahar.

Bahar’s supporters in Europe have issued a petition demanding all charges against him be
dropped. As of the evening of Jan. 12, some 3,572 people had signed, including Noam
Chomsky. The petition can be found at freebahar.com in six languages, including English.

The original source of this article is Workers World
Copyright © John Catalinotto, Workers World, 2014

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/john-catalinotto
http://www.workers.org/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
http://www.workers.org/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/john-catalinotto
http://www.workers.org/


| 2

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: John Catalinotto

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/john-catalinotto
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

