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Richard Swift in A World Beyond Capitalism? The Commons as a Fount of Hope (Global
Rsearch, July 10, 2014) ironically argues for the same position as the private corporate right
– no public funding of the commons. Like many others he ignores this implication of his
rejecting the state and,  therefore,  the funding by taxpayers  of  non-profit  social  constructs
which serve the public interest with provision of common life goods.

Thus the tired argument originating from the US and its congenital hatred of government
misses the main substance of the civil  commons in the modern age – publicly funded
production  and distribution  of  collective  life  goods  from public  water  sources,  sewers,
healthcare,  and  higher  education  to  enforced  life-protective  law,  parks,  sidewalks  and
bicycle paths and all the collective life goods of real civilization.

All the examples provided of ‘commons’ provided by Swift or the Elinor Ostrom paradigm he
cites,  in  contrast,  are  private,  parochial  non-profit  organizations  typically  dependent  on
public natural resources. These organisations should not be separated from and weakened
by excluding them from public goods and public funding, but included as a distinct form of
the civil commons whose common criterion is all social constructs which enable regulated
public  access  to  life  goods.  Without  public  law  and  funding  behind  them and  public
protection of  the natural  resources they depend upon,  they will  be the next target of
transnational  corporate  money  sequencing,  and  privately  powerless  to  stop  its  self-
multiplying spread through the world.

The bureaucratic corporate takeover of the public state is not reason to surrender it to
corporate destruction, but to reclaim it and its public funding for the common life interest
which includes every regulated commons there is – the reason why they are properly called
“civil commons” to distinguish them from open commons like the air and oceans which are
now plundered to death. For full and principled analysis of this matter, see “The Great
Vehicle of the Civil Commons” in the concluding chapter of The Cancer Stage of Capitalism/
from Crisis to Cure (second edition, 2013).
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