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***

I’ve been ranting all  week about the shocking war-with-China propaganda escalation in
Australian mainstream media, and I feel like I could easily scream about it for another
month without running out of vitriol for the disgusting freaks who are pushing this filth into
the consciousness of my countrymen. One really really can’t say enough unkind things
about people who are openly trying to pave the way toward an Atomic Age world war; in a
remotely sane world such monsters would be driven from human civilization and die cold
and alone in the wilderness with nothing but their bloodlust to keep them company.

One of the most obnoxious things said during this latest propaganda push appeared in the
joint statement provided by the five “experts” (read: empire-funded China hawks) recruited
by The Sydney Morning Herald and The Age to share their obscenely hawkish opinions in an
official-looking  media  presentation.  This  paragraph  has  been  rattling  around  in  my  head
since  I  first  read  it:

“Australia must prepare itself. Most important of all is a psychological shift. Urgency
must replace complacency. The recent decades of tranquillity were not the norm in
human  affairs  but  an  aberration.  Australia’s  holiday  from  history  is  over.  Australians
should not feel afraid but be alert to the threats we face, the tough decisions we must
make and know that they have agency. This mobilisation of mindset is the essential
prerequisite to any successful confrontation of China.”

Do you see what they’re doing there? These professional China hawks are explicitly trying to
frame peace as a strange “aberration”, and war as the status quo norm. They’re saying
Australians require a “psychological shift” and a “mobilisation of mindset” from thinking
peace is normal and healthy to thinking war is normal and healthy.

Returning to Australia is a shock. The elite salivates for a deeply racist war
against  China.  Australia  has  no  enemies  but  is  led  and  influenced  by  little
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Americans and echoes of  spooks who fill  the papers  with a  deranged,  almost
satirical hysteria. Sad.https://t.co/s723vk8Zv8

— John Pilger (@johnpilger) March 9, 2023

Every normal, healthy person regards peace as the default position and violence as a rare
and alarming aberration which must be avoided whenever possible.

We know this is true from our normal human experience of our own personal lives. None of
us spend the majority of our time getting into fist fights, for example; anyone who spends
most of their waking life physically assaulting people has probably been locked up a long
time ago. If you have ever been in a fist fight you will recall that it was experienced as a rare
and alarming occurrence, and everything in your body was screaming at you that this was a
freakish and unnatural thing which must end as quickly as possible the entire time. In
healthy people violence is experienced as abnormal, and its absence is experienced as
normal.

This normal, baseline position is what imperial narrative managers spend their time trying to
“psychologically  shift”  everyone  away  from,  propagandizing  us  instead  into  accepting
continuous conflict and danger as the norm. Such a shift is beneficial to the empire, to war
profiteers,  and  to  professional  war  propagandists,  and  is  entirely  destructive  to  everyone
else. It causes us to accept material conditions which directly harm our own interests, and it
makes us crazy and neurotic as a civilization.

You see it all the time though, like whenever there’s a push to withdraw imperial troops
from some part of the Middle East they’ve been in for years, or the slightest discussion of
maybe not raising the military budget this year, or skepticism that pouring weapons into a
violence-ravaged part of the world is the wisest and most helpful thing to do.

Aww, did somebody get addicted to fueling endless war and division in the
middle east? https://t.co/Abq31LLp0x pic.twitter.com/iJrlRasyec

— Caitlin Johnstone (@caitoz) March 11, 2023

Any time we see the slightest beginnings of the tiniest movement toward stepping away
from the  path  of  nonstop  warmongering  and  militarism,  pundits  and  politicians  begin
bleating words like “isolationism” and “appeasement” in an attempt to make calls for de-
escalation, demilitarization, diplomacy and detente look freakish and abnormal in contrast
to the sane, responsible status quo of hurtling toward nuclear armageddon at full tilt.

Their job is to abnormalize peace and normalize war, which means our job as healthy human
beings is to do the exact opposite. We must help everyone understand the horrors of war
and the unfathomable nightmares that can be unleashed by reckless brinkmanship, and
help people to understand that peace is what’s healthy and to imagine a future where it is
the norm.

The bad news is that we are pushing against a narrative-manufacturing apparatus that is
backed by the might of a globe-spanning empire. The good news is that our vision is the one
that’s based on truth, and deep down everyone can sense it. All we need to do to get people
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viewing peace as normal and war as abnormal is to remind people of what they already
know inside.

*
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