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Video: Idlib Al-Qaeda Promotes Its ‘Successes’ in
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The Syrian Army and the National Defense Forces are amassing their troops and equipment
near the town of Ayn Issa in northern Raqqah. This town, located near the crossroad of the
M4 highway and the Sanliurfa-Raqqah road, has been the target of Turkish expansionist
efforts  for  a  long  while.  Nonetheless,  the  Turkish  Army and its  proxies  failed  to  capture  it
during the active phase of their Operation Peace Spring on October 9-22, 2019. Since then,
they have been drawing up plans on how to push back the Syrian Army from Ayn Issa and to
seize control of at least a part of the M4 highway there. Another such high priority target for
Turkey is the town of Tell Tamr located on the road to Al-Hasakah.

Over  the  past  week,  the  Turkish  Army  and  Turkish-backed  groups  have  significantly
strengthened their strike force north of Ayn Issa. This move was made simultaneously with
the start of Turkey’s Operation Claw-Tiger against rebels from the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK) in northern Iraq. Syrian sources expect that Turkey may use the recent escalation of
its war on the PKK to make another attempt to expand its control zone in northeastern Syria
under some pretext or other.

https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/IMR_18_06_2020_ENG_+5db.mp4

ISIS cells continue their attacks on the eastern bank of the Euphrates. Late on June 17, an
IED explosion destroyed a vehicle of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces near the
village of Ruwaishid killing at least one person. Another ISIS attack reportedly took place
near as Suwayr, when ISIS gunmen shelled an SDF checkpoint.

The military situation in southern Idlib remains relatively calm despite provocations from
radical  militant  groups.  Fa Ithbatu,  a  new al-Qaeda-linked coalition formed by Turkish-
protected militants, is yet to take any real action against the Syrian Army despite loud
statements.

Wa-Harid al-Mu’minin, which preceded Fa Ithbatu, claimed that it had carried out at least
547 attacks on government forces killing at least 950 government fighters over the past 20
months. However, these claims are hardly consistent with reality.

Meanwhile, Turkey has continued to send its proxies from groups deployed in Idlib and Afrin
to Libya in order to support the Tripoli-based Government of National Accord. According to
reports, the total number of militants deployed or trained for the deployment has reached
14,000. At least 400 of these have already died in fighting against the Libyan National Army.
This factor would also undermine the offensive capabilities of Idlib groups in the event of a
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new confrontation with the Syrian Army.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Support South Front in its endeavors. If you’re able, and if you like our content and
approach, please support the project. Our work wouldn’t be possible without your help:
PayPal: southfront@list.ru or via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or
via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/idlib-al-qaeda-promotes-its-successes/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/idlib-al-qaeda-promotes-its-successes/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

