Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Hypocritical Reactions to the Murder of US
Ambassador in Libya...

By Lizzie Phelan Region: Middle East & North Africa
Global Research, September 14, 2012 Theme: US NATO War Agenda
lizzie-phelan.blogspot.ca In-depth Report: NATO'S WAR ON LIBYA

The first thing that comes to mind about the murder of the US Ambassador and his three
staff in Benghazi, Libya today is the cruel irony. Indeed this is the man who served as envoy
to the rebels/mercenaries during the illegal NATO proxy war against the legitimate
government headed by Muammar Gaddafi of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. His life has been
taken by what he helped give birth to, and indeed this is what Gaddafi and other former
officials warned the west about time and time again, but it is hard to believe that the west
were so naive as to not foresee this and so it seems clear that they were willing to pay this
price.

The second thing that stands out is the somewhat mild response of the US, in comparison to
say if an act much less grave than this was carried out on one of their embassies in places
like Syria, Venezuela, Nicaragua, China, Russia, or in any other country that unlike today’s
Libya, the government is not its product. While the US may expect events like this, it is
nonetheless embarrassing and comes as close as one can get to the loss of western troops
in their theatres of conflict that they have so deviously sought to avoid, not in small part
because of the unease it creates with populations at home who can stomach their
government’s wars more readily when it is exclusively brown people and people of the south
who are losing blood on behalf of the NATO powers.

Finally, since February last year, the extent to which NATO’s mercenaries have been
destroying and desecrating the country’s infrastructural and historical and religous
architectural wealth has been well documented, and this has only intensified over the last
few months, including the bulldozing of a mosque in broad daylight in Tripoli at the end of
last month. It is hard to escape the irony of these Salafist groups killing US officials in
response to a blasphemous Islamophobic film released in the US, when they themselves
have been busy destroying a Muslim country and sites that are dear to many Muslims.
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According to the Reuters Report (September 12, 2012):

The U.S. ambassador to Libya and three embassy staff were killed as they rushed
away from a consulate building in Benghazi, stormed by al Qaeda-linked gunmen
blaming America for a film that they said insulted the Prophet Mohammad.

Gunmen had attacked and set fire to the U.S. consulate in the eastern city of
Benghazi, the cradle of last year’s uprising against Muammar Gaddafi's 42-year
rule, late on Tuesday evening as another assault was mounted on the U.S. embassy
in Cairo.

The California-born ambassador, Christopher Stevens, was trying to leave the
consulate building for a safer location as part of an evacuation when gunmen
launched an intense attack, apparently forcing security personnel to withdraw.

“The American ambassador and three staff members were killed when gunmen
fired rockets in their direction,” a Libyan official in Benghazi told Reuters. Airport
sources said the bodies were due to be flown from Benghazi to Tripoli.

The attack was believed to have been carried out by Ansar al-Sharia, an al Qaeda-
style Sunni Islamist group that has been active in Benghazi, a Libyan security
official said. Witnesses said the mob also included tribesmen, militia and other
gunmen.

The attack raised questions about the future U.S. diplomatic presence in Libya,
relations between Washington and Tripoli, the unstable security situation in post-
Gaddafi Libya and whether more protests might take place in the Muslim world.

The film portrayed Mohammad as a fool, a philanderer and a religious fake. In one
clip posted on YouTube, Mohammad was shown in an apparent sexual act with a
woman. For many Muslims it is blasphemous even to show a depiction of the
Prophet.
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U.S. President Barack Obama, whose administration supported the Libyan
insurgency with funds, weapons and training, branded the killing an “outrageous
attack” and ordered increased security at U.S. diplomatic posts worldwide.

The consular officials were killed after heavy clashes between Libyan security
forces and Islamist militants around the consulate building. Looters raided the
empty compound and some onlookers took pictures after calm returned.

“The Libyan security forces came under heavy fire and we were not prepared for
the intensity of the attack,” said Abdel-Monem Al-Hurr, spokesman for Libya’s
Supreme Security Committee.

On Wednesday morning, the compound in Benghazi stood empty, with passers-by
freely walking in to take a look at the damage.
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