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On November  15,  2016 the  United  Nations  Third  Committee  adopted  the  resolution:  
“Situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.” 

Among the co-sponsors of the Resolution were United States, United Kingdom, Ukraine,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, etc. 

Disassociating  themselves  from the resolution,  which  they denounced as  invalid,  were
China, Russia, Cuba, Venezuela, Syria, and three other countries opposed to the biased
character and double standards that typify “country-specific” resolutions.  The co-sponsors
of this resolution are themselves guilty of  criminal human rights violations.

The very concept of human rights has been fraudulently used to such a degree that it bears
no resemblance to Eleanor Roosevelt’s original inspiration for the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.  Indeed, the term has become the antithesis of concern for human rights,
and  is  now  being  used  as  yet  another  ploy,  a  Trojan  Horse,  to  infiltrate,  destabilize  and
ultimately overthrow independent governments which are anathema to Western Oligarchies

At the United Nations Third Committee meeting of November 15, 2016, an urgently needed
“No-Action Motion”  was introduced by Belarus,  opposing the “country-specific”  resolutions
as “deeply flawed and arbitrary instruments of coercion.”

Agenda item L.23 on the Situation of Human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea is the most flagrant example of these resolutions which are being used as instruments
of coercion, and an example of the scandalous double standards on human rights which
have become a lethal excuse by which Western capitalist powers have corrupted the United
Nations into becoming, itself, an instrument of coercion.

The destruction,  by  US-NATO military  bombardment,  of  states  independent  of  western
oligarchic control, was endorsed by UN Security Council Resolutions 678 and 1973, which
were used to violently impose regime change in Iraq and Libya.  “Human Rights” is the
contemporary equivalent of the “White Man’s Burden” which was used, in earlier times, to
justify imperialistic conquest.

Resolution L.23 on the DPRK is an intellectually and morally bankrupt piece of propaganda,
so  clumsily  cobbled  together  that  its  accusations  of  human  rights  violations  more
conspicuously apply to its sponsors, including the US, and UK  than to the DPRK, and the
contrivances of the resolution are intended to hasten the economic genocide being inflicted
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on the people of the DPRK, and which the UN, through its barbaric sanctions regime is
dishonorably facilitating.

Resolution L.23 

“expresses  its  very  serious  concern  at  continuing  reports  of  violations  of
human rights such as torture and other cruel, inhuman conditions of detention;
rape, public execution; extrajudicial and arbitrary detention; the absence of
due process and the rule of law; extensive use of forced labor..”

The resolution is intended to legitimize the sanctions stranglehold on North Korea, and
increase the  suffering  of  the  people  of  the  DPRK for  the  sinister  purpose of  inciting  chaos
and regime change in that tiny country, one of the few remaining socialist economies in the
world.

This deceptive politicization of the concept of human rights for the nefarious purpose of
facilitating an oligarchic geopolitical  agenda is  now debasing and discrediting the very
concept itself.  In classic Orwellian style, the countries whose economic systems, based on
profit  maximization,  most  notoriously  abuse  human  rights  are  condemning  the  countries
whose socialist economies are founded on the most humanitarian principles and practice.
That the UN tolerates this disgraceful  scam morally discredits the organization, and may
lead to its ultimate demise.

Resolution L.23 on the DPRK may easily be refuted, almost line by line, with examples of
barbaric human rights abuses systematically committed by the very same countries which
co-sponsored the resolution, and these barbaric practices are documented in such pristine
Western publications as  The New York Times, The New Yorker,  Harper’s, and numerous
other publications which  catalogue human rights abuses over centuries, but an examination
of the most recent decades will suffice.

US Human Rights Record. Recent History

In September, 1971, at the infamous Attica political prison  (described as a “correctional
facility”) in New York,  1,300 political prisoners rebelled against the brutal treatment they
were enduring during their  incarceration.   This  action symbolized a class revolution of
mostly impoverished African Americans, and some white citizens, mostly destitute, arising
from their enslavement and demanding human dignity.  Tragically, they had no weapons to
defend themselves. Political  prisoners in Attica included members of the Black Panther
Party,  the  Puerto  Rican  Young  Lords,  the  Weather  Underground,  and  numerous  other
political organizations within the USA.

Four days after the uprising, Governor Rockefeller, in a notorious action typical of systemic
capitalist repression and constituting a crime against humanity, ordered armed troopers to
enter the prison, where they massacred and tortured the prisoners who had protested
against the hellish conditions of their imprisonment .  The recently published masterpiece,
entitled “Blood in the Water,” by United States historian Heather Ann Thompson documents
the horrific tortures inflicted during the murderous repression of unarmed prisoners.  Among
those slaughtered in the massacre ordered by Governor Rockefeller, was  “Kenny Malloy, His
skull had been riddled with so many bullets that his eye sockets were shredded by the
shards of his own bones.”
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Invading with chemical  poison CS gas,  orthochlorobenzyldene,  the heavily  armed state
troopers began murdering the unarmed prisoners.  The tortures to which the “surviving
prisoners were subjected were described by victim Frank Smith:

Page 487:  “ He was chained to a table.  ‘They say you like to play football,
we’re going to put this football into you nigger, and then we’re going to kill
you.’  The torturers shoved a football under his chin, and told him if he let it
drop, they would shoot him.  As recounted by Smith, the troopers kicked him
‘repeatedly in the testicles, and were spitting on me, dropping lit cigarettes on
me…I would flex my body to make the cigarette fall off me, so it wouldn’t burn
too long.’”  “ his legs hung over the edge of the table for six hours until they
started to go numb.  ‘my head was hurting, my back was hurting, and the most
excruciating pain I had was in my testicles.  It was a very excruciating pain in
my  genital  area.’   He  was  then  forced  to  run  through  a  gauntlet  with  fifty
armed officers on both sides,  with broken glass on the floor.   Still  completely
naked, he endured the blows of ax handles and the baton with pig handles as
he was forced to run this gauntlet.  The pain had been horrendous, ‘unbearable
pain;   my testicles,  my fingers gouged, and arms and back,’  accompanied by
endless barrage of vile racial attacks, slurs.”

This was standard torture of the prisoners, including rape:

”An officer pulled out a Phillips screwdriver and told the naked inmate to get
on his feet or he’d stab the screwdriver in his rectum…then he just started
stabbing him.”

When the prisoners’ attorney, the great civil rights lawyer William Kunstler, witnessed the
carnage of mangled dead bodies strewn everywhere on the ground,  Kunstler, who had
grasped that this was a  legitimate political rebellion, wept uncontrollably at the sight of
fascism’s   work.   And,  of  course,  Governor  Rockefeller,  the  man  responsible  for  the
massacre, was never held accountable, but history condemns him for perpetrating this
infamous state terror.

The New Yorker, May 2, 2016 describes current torture and murder of mentally disabled
prisoners in Florida prisons.  This is documented in an article by Eyal Press.  As prisoner
Darren Rainey, diagnosed as schizophrenic, had defecated in his cell, after being tormented
by his guards,  he was, as punishment, put in a “shower,”  “locked in a stall whose water
supply was delivered through a hose controlled by the guards.  The water was over one
hundred and eighty degrees, hot enough to brew a cup of tea…It was later revealed that
Rainey had burns on more than ninety percent of his body, and that his skin fell off at the
touch.”

Rainey was boiled to death in the shower, but it was learned that many other prisoners had
been subjected to the same torture of being boiled alive.  None of the perpetrators of this
torture were held accountable.  Prisoners were routinely beaten.  Other prisoners were
starved, some starved to death.  Any witnesses who might have spoken against this abuse
were threatened and silenced.

On May 15, 2016, the exact day on which Resolution L.23 against the DPRK was adopted at
the UN Third Committee, The New York Times published a front page article describing the
torture of  prisoners  in  a  jail  in  Utica,  New York.   In  addition to  the usual  tortures  of
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defenseless prisoners, anal rape is common.

“Prisoner  Raymond  Broccoli  recounted:   “as  he  lay  on  the  floor  an  officer
hissed, ‘You want to know what it feels like to feel weak?’ The guard then
jammed something metal into his rectum.”  Other prisoners described being
anally raped….  When a guard ordered Pablo Dones, 58 to stand up, Mr. Dones,
who had recently undergone hernia surgery said he struggled to his feet. ‘I
made it to one knee and the guard kicked me right where I had the operation.’ 
He screamed in pain,  he said,  but another guard grabbed him and began
banging Dones’ head against the wall.  ‘He was hitting me against the wall so
many times, my head went right through it.’”

Of course the recent historic record includes the famous cases of Abner Louima, raped in
police custody with a broomstick rammed up his rectum, which perforated his intestines,
necessitating surgery and months of hospitalization, and the case of the Amidou Diallo, an
unarmed immigrant who stood in the vestibule of his own home, and was shot to death
there  41  times  by  police  officers.   The  police  who  murdered  him  were  acquitted  of  all
charges.

Suffice to demonstrate that right up to the very moment at which the US hypocritically co-
sponsored resolution L.23 condemning the DPRK, the heinous human rights abuses to which
the US is subjecting its own citizens continue to be staggering.

Among its preposterous allegations,  Resolution L.23

“expresses  grave concern about the impact of diverting resources to advance
nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles programmes on the humanitarian and
human rights situation of the citizens of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea.”

The worst offender of this criminal diversion of resources into nuclear weapons is the USA,
which this year authorized expenditure of one trillion dollars in development of advanced
nuclear weapons.  And a report by the New York based charity, “Meals on Wheels,” stated
that 2 million elderly citizens in the United States must constantly choose between buying
food or buying urgently needed medicines.  5 million Americans are deprived of adequate
food altogether.  Almost 10 million Americans, and a vast number of elderly persons live
below the poverty level.   The figures of the homeless and hungry in the United States are
enormous, while the government neglects its own citizens, leaving many to starve, and beg,
while squandering 1 trillion dollars on developing advanced nuclear weapons.

Resolution L.23 on the Human Rights Situation in the DPRK “underscores its very serious
concern  at  the  systematic  abduction,  denial  of  repatriation  and  subsequent  enforced
disappearance of persons, on a large scale and as a matter of state policy, including those
from other countries…”

On  November  14,  2016,  in  its  report  on  Preliminary  Examination  Activities  of  the
International  Criminal  Court,  Fatou  Bensouda,  prosecutor  of  the  ICC is  planning  major
investigation into war crimes tantamount to crimes against humanity committed by US
soldiers in Afghanistan and elsewhere.

The report states, section 211:
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“Members of the US armed forces and CIA appear to have subjected numerous
persons in Afghanistan, and others transported to secret prisons in Poland,
Romania, Lithuania and elsewhere to torture, ‘outrages upon personal dignity
and/or rape.”  The report states in section 212:  “These alleged crimes were
not the abuses of a few isolated individuals,”  section 213 states:  “The office
considers these alleged crimes were committed in furtherance of a policy or
policies  aimed  at  eliciting  information  through  the  use  of  interrogation
techniques  involving  cruel  or  violent  methods  which  would  support  US
objectives.”  It is important to point out that Poland, Romania and Lithuania
were among the co-sponsors of the resolution against the DPRK, and these 
same countries were also the very sites of the notorious secret CIA prisons to
which abducted prisoners were flown to be tortured.  These “co-sponsors” are
accessories to war crimes.

L.23 accuses the DPRK of “all-pervasive and severe restrictions on freedom of thought,
conscience, religion or belief,…torture, imprisonment of individuals exercising their freedom
of opinion, etc…”

The United Nations has imposed no sanctions against Saudi Arabia, which has inflicted a 10
year  imprisonment  and a punishment  of  1,000 lashes upon journalist  Raif  Badawi,  for
criticizing Saudi Arabia’s hardline religious establishment.  Edward Snowden lives in exile for
exercising his human right under Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
The UN has imposed no sanctions upon their countries which are violating the basic rights of
their own citizens.

Resolution L.23 arbitrarily targets the DPRK in an attempt to fraudulently “justify” imposing
further strangling sanctions on the DPRK, singled out for its nuclear program (though 9 other
countries possess nuclear weapons, and one has already used them.)

It is therefore imperative to highlight the fact that the DPRK voted “Yes” on First Committee
Resolution L.41:

“Taking Forward Multilateral Disarmament Negotiations,” which aims at the total prohibition
of nuclear weapons.  This is indisputable evidence that the DPRK’s nuclear program is
defensive, a protection against nuclear attack by the US.  It is also imperative to note that
the US voted “No” on the very same resolution, again evidence that the US has no intention
of giving up its own enormous and potentially world shattering nuclear arsenal, one of the
most  profitable  industries,  which  essentially  provokes  and  impels  other  nations  to  obtain
nuclear weapons in defense against imminent or potential attack.

DPRK is a socialist country, and the ferocious determination of capitalist powers to obliterate
socialism, despite strong evidence that capitalist economies are failing to provide the basic
necessities of life for their citizens, is threatening world stability.  And despite the fact that
the  barbarous  UN  Security  Council  Resolution  2270  sanctions  have  inflicted  enormous
economic  hardship  and  suffering  on  the  people  of  the  DPRK,  their  government  remains
committed  to  universal  free  medical  care,  free  education,  free  housing  and  equality
between men and women.

Resolution 2270 is based almost exclusively on the widely discredited Commission of Inquiry
which  contains  statements  by  defectors,  highly  paid  to  concoct  gruesome  and  false
statements of human rights violations within the DPRK, statements refuted by the defector
community itself, and the central statement on which the Commission of Inquiry report is
based was later repudiated by the very defector himself, Shin Dong-hyuk , who admitted he
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had lied and falsified his statements.

Section 2 of L.23 expresses

“very  serious  concern  about  discrimination  “which  classifies  people  on  the
basis  of  assigned  social  class  or  birth…”

It is important here to mention the 2016 report by the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights
Global Justice Clinic, New York University School of Law.  The report is entitled:  “Excessive
Use of Force By the Police Against Black Americans in the United States.  Page 23 of the
report states:

“Police  violence  which  disproportionately  affects  black  Americans,  also
intersects with discrimination based on socio-economic status, gender, mental
health and sexual orientation and gender identity, among other factors.  The
cities  where  some  of  the  highest  profile  police  killings  have  occurred  in  the
past two years – including Ferguson, Missouri (where Michael Brown was shot
dead by a police officer) and Baltimore, Maryland (where Freddie Gray died in
police custody) are marked by long histories of economic inequality drawn
along  racial  lines.   These  persistent  inequalities  stem  from  both  explicit
government policies and implicit social dynamics.”

UN Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Ivan Simonovic admitted that the report
by the Commission of Inquiry, (which was based on statements by defectors highly paid to
provide the salacious fabrications they understood were sought by the “inquiry,”)  does not
meet the standard of proof required for consideration in court.

And directly  contradicting  the  report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  are  reports  by  Dr.
Brandon K. Gauthier, an American historian who recently traveled within the DPRK, and
favorably described his impressions and regular interactions with citizens living within North
Korea.  He described these “normal people living normal lives, as quite comfortable within
their nation, and revealing little distress or fear,” contrary to the portrayal of the DPRK by
Western  propaganda.   Dr.  Gauthier  described,  in  a  recently  published  article,  how,
witnessing the US-NATO devastation of Iraq and the demolition of Libya, followed by the
extrajudicial murder of Khadafy, after he had renounced efforts to acquire nuclear weapons,
convinced Kim Jong Il that “only one weapon could prevent the chance of a foreign attack on
North Korea”:  a nuclear weapon.

And as a famous American mainstream media reporter, accredited to the UN was overheard
saying to Chinese Ambassador Liu at a reception:

“If I were Kim Jong-un witnessing the attack on Libya, and the torture-murder
of Khadafy, after he had abandoned their nuclear program, I’d hold on to my
nukes!!!”

And recalling the 80 million bombs which, according to CNN on September 6, 2016, the US
dropped on tiny Laos during the Vietnam war, one can understand the constant terror of
suffering such an attack which is endured daily by the DPRK.

It is a courageous small progressive nation trying to survive in a struggle where they are
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David confronting Goliath.
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