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How Ukraine Turned into An Arms Dealer? Supplying
Weapons to Al Qaeda and ISIS-Daesh
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The Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) together with the Balkan
Investigative Reporting Network revealed a scheme of weapons supply to the terrorists of
ISIS and Jabhat al-Nusra.

There is no secret that the U.S. provides the so-called moderate opposition and Kurdish
militia in Syria with arms and ammunition most of which are the weapons remained after
the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact disbanded.

The U.S. DOD, through U.S. SOCOM, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, as well as Picatinny
Arsenal,  American  military  research,  and  manufacturing  facility  located  in  Dover,  New
Jersey, acquired arms in some Eastern European countries including Ukraine for their further
sending to Syria. The procurement volume has already exceeded $700 billion.

Kiev used the logistical scheme elaborated by Washington to export arms and weapons from
the Ukrainian armed forces weapons depots. The deal is estimated at $110 billion.

Between  June  5  and  September  15,  the  United  States  sent  1,421  trucks  loaded  with
weaponry  to  the  “moderate”  opposition,  including  596 trucks  (more  than 40 %)  from
Ukraine. Most of them ended up in ISIS’ hands.

The  General  Staff  of  Ukraine  took  advantage  of  Oktyabrsk  seaport  located  25  kilometers
southeast to Mykolaiv and Kiev air transport hub to supply weapons to the Middle East.

The transportation of weapons by air was the most effective procedure in terms of delivery
speed. The weapons were transferred from ammunition depot No. 48 of Central Missile and
Artillery Directorate situated in the Ukrainian town of Vinnytsia to Gavrishovka Airport and
then delivered by 456 brigade jets to Kiev’s Boryspil International Airport.

Earlier,  the  Ukrainian  authorities  might  have  delivered  arms  and  weapons  through
ammunition depot No. 65 located in Kharkiv’s Balakliya.

To cover up the illegal supplies, a series of deliberate arsons were organized at the military
depots. The incident in Vinnytsia provoked the public outcry. According to the Ukrainian
media, more than 40 tons of artillery shells were allegedly destroyed. In fact, this represents
a basis of weapons sold and delivered to ISIS.

The similar cases won’t stop as Kiev needs to hide grand larceny and illegal arms sales from
the public eye.
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Sophie Mangal is a special investigative correspondent and co-editor at Inside Syria Media
Center where this article was originally published.
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