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How Politics Derailed EPA Science on Arsenic,
Endangering Public Health
Delay keeps pesticides with arsenic on the market

By David Heath
Global Research, July 02, 2014
The Center for Public Integrity 28 June 2024
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MOUNT VERNON, Maine — Living in the lush, wooded countryside with fresh New England
air, Wendy Brennan never imagined her family might be consuming poison every day.

But when she signed up for a research study offering a free T-shirt and a water-quality test,
she was stunned to discover that her private well contained arsenic.

“My eldest daughter said … ‘You’re feeding us rat poison.’ I said, ‘Not really,’ but I guess
essentially … that is what you’re doing. You’re poisoning your kids,” Brennan lamented in
her thick Maine accent. “I felt bad for not knowing it.”

Brennan is  not  alone.  Urine samples collected by the Centers for  Disease Control  and
Prevention from volunteers reveal that most Americans regularly consume small amounts of
arsenic. It’s not just in water; it’s also in some of the foods we eat and beverages we drink,
such as rice, fruit juice, beer and wine.

Under orders from a Republican-controlled Congress, the Environmental Protection Agency
in 2001 established a new drinking-water standard to try to limit people’s exposure to
arsenic. But a growing body of research since then has raised questions about whether the
standard is adequate.

The EPA has been prepared to say since 2008, based on its review of independent science,
that arsenic is 17 times more potent as a carcinogen than the agency now reports. Women
are especially vulnerable. Agency scientists calculated that if 100,000 women consumed the
legal limit of arsenic every day, 730 of them would eventually get bladder or lung cancer
from it.

After years of research and delays, the EPA was on the verge of making its findings official
by 2012. Once the science was complete,  the agency could review the drinking water
standard.

But an investigation by the Center for Public Integrity found that one member of Congress
effectively blocked the release of the EPA findings and any new regulations for years.

The original source of this article is The Center for Public Integrity
Copyright © David Heath, The Center for Public Integrity, 2014

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/david-heath
http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/06/28/15000/how-politics-derailed-epa-science-arsenic-endangering-public-health?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=watchdog&utm_medium=publici-email
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/environment
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/science-and-medicine
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/science-and-medicine
http://www.cdc.gov/exposurereport/pdf/FourthReport_UpdatedTables_Sep2013.pdf
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/06/28/14963/arsenic-levels-groundwater-across-us
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/06/28/15004/what-do-if-your-drinking-water-contains-arsenic
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/06/28/15004/what-do-if-your-drinking-water-contains-arsenic
http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/06/28/15000/how-politics-derailed-epa-science-arsenic-endangering-public-health?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=watchdog&utm_medium=publici-email
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/david-heath
http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/06/28/15000/how-politics-derailed-epa-science-arsenic-endangering-public-health?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=watchdog&utm_medium=publici-email


| 2

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: David Heath

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/david-heath
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

