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House of Saud Gives Syrian Insurgents Anti-Aircraft
Missiles with US Blessing
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Officials  have  confirmed  that  Saudi  Arabia  intends  to  provide  Chinese-made  anti-aircraft
missiles to rebel factions in Syria soon in a move to “tip the balance” against a Syrian
military which has enjoyed air superiority.

Shoulder-mounted “manpad” missiles have been smuggled into Syria after the looting in
Libya, but never in huge quantities. Rebel factions, including those supported by the West,
have repeatedly said that if they were able they would use such missiles to attack civilian
airliners  flying  over  Syrian  airspace,  saying  all  civilian  aircraft  are  “legitimate  targets”  in
their war.

It is those threats which have made the US oppose such arms shipments in the past, and
while they say their position “has not changed” they don’t appear to be seriously opposing
Saudi shipments, and indeed plan to bankroll the same rebels with millions of dollars in new
aid.

Though Saudi Arabia has bought large amounts of US arms, the decision to use Chinese
weapons for the rebel shipments is no doubt an attempt to retain plausible deniability for
the  US  when  the  inevitable  happens  and  the  “moderate”  rebels  start  shooting  down
passenger jets across the region.

The original source of this article is Antiwar.com
Copyright © Jason Ditz, Antiwar.com, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jason Ditz

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jason-ditz
https://www.globalresearch.ca/February 14, 2014
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/syria-nato-s-next-war
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304703804579382974196840680?mg=reno64-wsj&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB10001424052702304703804579382974196840680.html
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304703804579382974196840680?mg=reno64-wsj&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB10001424052702304703804579382974196840680.html
http://news.antiwar.com/2012/09/06/syria-rebels-declare-civilian-aircraft-legitimate-targets/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/February 14, 2014
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jason-ditz
https://www.globalresearch.ca/February 14, 2014
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jason-ditz
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 2

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

