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Marsha Blackburn, a Republican Senator from Tennessee, burnished her anti-China hawk
credentials by ridiculously tweeting that the Hong Kong local elections were a “monumental
defeat” for “pro-China lawmakers”. The politician has been on a hostile anti-Chinese spree
all this month alleging that the popular Tik-Tok app is secretly spying on American children
and warning about how the Chinese base in Djibouti could negatively affect American
interests in Africa.

She’s now followed through on her promise last week to provide the Hong Kong protesters
with social media support by spreading an entirely false narrative about the importance of
the city’s latest local elections. They weren’'t a “monumental defeat” for “pro-China
lawmakers”, but for the fake news speculations that China would rig the vote in order to
help establishment figures win. There’s this notion in the Western Mainstream Media that
China is a “dictatorship” that doesn’t allow free elections, yet last Sunday’s vote disproved
that.

The historically high turnout proved that Hong Kong residents of all political dispositions
have faith in the model of “one country, two systems”, rightly believing that their vote will
be accurately counted and that the authorities would respect the results, which they have.
The people trusted the vote-counters and the fairness of the electoral process, which was a
trust that was ultimately well-placed. The people have spoken, and now the city has
hundreds of new district council members.

Senator Blackburn scrambled to put a spin on this supposedly “unexpected” outcome,
hence why she misleadingly implied that the vote was between “pro-China lawmakers” and
what could only be implied by default to have been their “anti-China” opponents. That is a
false portrayal of the district council elections since everyone who participated in them
accepted the legitimacy of the “one country, two systems” model that has governed Hong
Kong's relations with the mainland since reunification.

Her manipulative framing can only be described as an attempt at information warfare
designed to deceive her audience into thinking that the electoral results represented a
setback for China. They didn’t, precisely because Hong Kong is an integral part of the
People’s Republic and Sunday’s exercise of democracy was perfectly in line with the “one
country, two systems” model that Beijing itself agreed to. There were not “pro-China” or
“anti-China” candidates, just a diversity of local political views, all of which support their
country’s unity.

Other commentators have described the new district council leaders as being “pro-
democracy”, which by default implies that their opponents were “anti-democracy”, but this
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is also another attempt at spinning the truth. All candidates were “pro-democracy” because
they agreed to participate in local elections, with their primary political differences being
over the best way to manage local affairs in their neighborhoods. Hong Kong’s residents
wanted some fresh faces, which doesn’t undermine the system, but actually renews it.

One of the global trends in recent years has been a preference for political outsiders, which
has been more commonly expressed in Western countries than in others. Seeing as how
Hong Kong used to be a Western colony for over 150 years, it’s people are still predisposed
to some of the influences coming from that part of the world, which partially explains why
they embraced this trend in the latest elections. To the credit of the “one country, two
systems” model, it flexibly adapted to their political will despite the city’s ongoing crisis.

Returning to Senator Blackburn’s tweet, it's apparent that she has an agenda in deliberately
misportraying the results of the Hong Kong district council elections. They were a
“monumental defeat” for fake news, not China, and they were a victory for the “one
country, two systems” model, not so-called “pro-democracy” lawmakers like many other
Western figures and outlets have claimed in presuming that their opponents were “anti-
democracy”. The Chinese people won, while those who are trying to divide them lost.
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