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A distinct increase of negative coverage has been forming in Western and Gulf press; this
focus is specifically regarding Hezbollah’s direct involvement in the battle currently raging
to take control of the Syrian town of Qusair; its overall role in Lebanon and the region, and
its ties to both Syria’s President Assad, and the government of Iran.

As the Syrian conflict has gone on, Salafi/Jihaddi fighters from at least 30 different
nationalities have poured through Syria’s borders, with the tacit approval of various state
sponsors of the Syrian ‘opposition’. In turn, and for the best part of two years, compliant
media have obliged in their attempts to subvert the Salafi/Jihaddi fundamentalist dynamic
that has formed the core of the ‘opposition’s’ fighting force; finally relenting and admitting
the fact not a single secular force is fighting against the Syrian Government. Contrary to this
wilful ignorance or blatant subversion of facts; Western and Gulf media outlets now deem it
their utmost priority to highlight not only Hezbollah’s direct involvement; but indeed, go to
great lengths to highlight every single Hezbollah death, injury, movement inside Syria.

Several issues need to be addressed in this somewhat disparate state of so-called
‘independent’ media when it comes to coverage of Hezbollah. The first and most glaring
point is that demonizing Hezbollah and its supporters falls straight into the propaganda
program of Israel and the United States, in their attempts to block resistance to
US/Israeli/GCC occupation and expansion. The reasons behind this demonization are clear:
the US and Israel are not, now, or anywhere in the future willing to allow Hezbollah to
operate on Israels’ northern border unimpeded, and both wish to see the resistance group
annihilated. The ‘news’ media will dutifully oblige its paymasters with the required public
demonization, through assumption of guilt and propaganda.

The Burgas Bombing and implicating Hezbollah.

Since the Bulgarian Government announced its findings into the bombing of a tourist bus
that killed five Israeli tourists, and a Bulgarian bus driver in July 2012; the Western press,
AIPAC, neo-con associated DC ‘think tanks’, and western government officials have gone
into propaganda overdrive. Using somewhat vague statements from the Bulgarian Interior
Minister Tsvetan Tsvetanov, in a quite liberal manner; these parties with vested interests
have determined culpability for the bombing falls on Hezbollah. One fundamental issue
should be cleared before drawing any conclusion, that is, the Bulgarian Interior Minister’s
statement on the issue post-investigation: (my emphasis)
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“A reasonable assumption, | repeat a reasonable assumption, can be made
that the two of them were members of the militant wing of Hezbollah,”

This is by no means a definitive statement, leaving room for interpretation suggests the
Bulgarian minister is not so sure of his convictions. In this New York Times article ,we learn
of the supposed damning ‘evidence’ that has led western officials and lackey media alike, to
conclude Hezbollah’s’ guilt: (my emphasis)

With help from the United States and Israel, investigators here broke the case
— and linked it to Hezbollah — using a tip from a secret source and some old-
fashioned detective work, tracing the printer that had produced two forged
licenses back to Lebanon....Europol determined that a fake Michigan driver’s
license recovered at the scene had come from Lebanon....The identity of the
Australian was the second major breakthrough. In September, a European
intelligence service tipped off the Bulgarians about an Australian bombmaker
of Lebanese descent, the former senior Western official said. The intelligence
service said he had moved to Lebanon to join Hezbollah’s military wing. Mr.
Tsvetanov said Tuesday that the Australian and the Canadian moved to
Lebanon, one in 2006 and one in 2010.

These snippets of anonymous information are quite literally all the evidence that has been
provided to date of Hezbollah association in the Burgas bombing. So because the fake ID’s
were produced in Lebanon: that proves Hezbollah made them. And because the bombers
alleged and, as yet unidentified, accomplices were from Lebanon: that also proves they are
“tied to” Hezbollah. Clearly, the ‘evidence’ provided to date is circumstantial, at best. This
lack of clear evidence will not stop either western, nor Israeli government officials, and,
again, their lackey media and ‘think-tank’ counterparts, in apportioning sole responsibility to
Hezbollah; giving the ultimate desired outcome of guilt without trial, or indeed, any public
evidence.

As investigative reporter Gareth Porter noted in February, the whole Bulgarian report is
based on no more than an “assumption” or, “hypothesis” for Hezbollah complicity; yet this
report form’s the basis for calls in the EU to designate Hezbollah as a terrorist group. Porter
goes on to state:(my emphasis)

Major revelations about the investigation by the former head of the probe and
by a top Bulgarian journalist have further damaged the credibility of the
Bulgarian claim to have found links between the suspects and Hezbollah....The
chief prosecutor in charge of the Bulgarian investigation revealed in an
interview published in early January that the evidence available was too scarce
to name any party as responsible, and that investigators had found a key piece
of evidence that appeared to contradict it.

Karadzhova revealed how little was known about the two men who
investigators believe helped the foreigner killed by the bomb he was carrying,
but whom Tsvetanov would later link to Hezbollah. The reason, she explained,
is that they had apparently traveled without cell phones or laptops.....Only two
kinds of information appear to have linked the two, according to the
Karadzhova interview, neither of which provides insight into their political
affiliation. One was that both of them had led a “very ordered and simple”
lifestyle, which she suggested could mean that they both had similar training.

The other was that both had fake Michigan driver’s licenses that had come
from the same country. It was reported subsequently that the printer used to
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make the fake Michigan driver’s licenses had been traced to Beirut.

But Karadzhova’'s biggest revelation was that investigators had found a SIM
card at the scene of the bombing and had hoped it would provide data on the
suspect’s contacts before they had arrived at the scene of the bombing. But
the telecom company in question was Maroc Telecom, and the Moroccan firm
had not responded to requests for that information.

That provenance of the SIM Card is damaging to the Hezbollah “hypothesis”,
because Maroc Telecom sells its cards throughout North Africa - a region in
which Hezbollah is not known to have any operational bases but where Al-
Qaeda has a number of large organisations.

Morocco is also considered a “staunch ally” of the United States, so it is
unlikely that the Moroccan government would have refused a request from the
United States to get the necessary cooperation from Moroccan Telecom.

Clearly, anyone claiming Hezbollah was responsible for the Burgas bombing is pushing a
somewhat skewed and misinformed agenda. Not only is the ‘evidence’ both flimsy and
circumstantial; the chief prosecutor laid doubt on any possible Hezbollah role on live
television. Why would Israel, or the US choose not to follow the SIM card? Or even bother to
request the Moroccan telecoms company release the information?

Britain launches campaign in the EU.

This brings us to recent reports of the British governments renewed attempts to persuade
the EU to designate Hezbollah’s military wing a terrorist organisation. The UK is now pushing
the EU for this designation to enable possible sanctions, and the Burgas bombing is a key
component in the case against the organisation; the bombing is mentioned in virtually every
article on the issue, and has been cited as a reason for Germany’s apparent sway in the
UK's direction.

For Israel, the United States and their GCC partners, the timing could not be better. Again,
the hypocrisy is blatant. None of the NATO states that are pushing for terrorist designations
against Hezbollah, have a negative word to say on the plethora of militant Salafi/Jihaddi
groups they have abetted into Syria. (*other than Jabhat al Nusra*) These groups have not
only attacked Syria’s security infrastructure and Government personnel, they have also
openly committed massacres, hundreds of car bombings in built-up civilian areas, extra-
judicial killings, rape, torture, and looting. But these are the good guys the west are
supporting in their valiant fight for democracy in Syria? Or strict Sharia?

As these western/GCC proxies start to lose more and more ground against the Syrian Army,
(and Hezbollah have been a key factor in that.) Israel pursues illegal military airstrikes
against supposed “game changing” weapons, and the NATO states dutifully push their
“diplomatic” pressure in the UN and the EU against Hezbollah under dubious allegation’s.
These dynamics are inextricably linked to the Western/Israeli/GCC efforts to block the “Shiite
crescent”.

In Lebanon itself, the US/UK et al accuse Hezbollah of being responsible for current
conflagration on the Syrian border, which is also flaring up in northern Tripoli; without
mentioning the fact Lebanon has been a key route for opposition militants to enter Syria.
Since the very start of the Syrian crisis, northern Lebanon and the town of Qusair have been
a rebel transit point and stronghold; allowing the free flow of heavily armed militant


http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324787004578496992438954454.html
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2007/03/05/070305fa_fact_hersh?currentPage=all
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2007/03/05/070305fa_fact_hersh?currentPage=all

Salafi/Jihaddi fighters. But this seems to be what western leaders promote, and are indeed
making great efforts to support. William Hague talks of “conflict spread”, and propagates
the falsehood that Hezbollah pose a threat to Lebanese internal security, while the UK and
its allies arm, fund, promote, and provide diplomatic cover to the very Salafists Hezbollah is
busy defending Shiite villages and Syrian civilians from. The West is supporting the very
same democracy spreading Salafi/Jihaddi proxies that completely expelled all Christians
from Qusair upon their arrival. Is the west and its allies, in their determination to overthrow
the Assad government, and by extension destroy any resistance Hezbollah can muster
against Israeli aggression: now supporting ethnic cleansing?

If Hezbollah, who up until the Syrian crisis; peacefully co-existed in a country belonging of
18 different sects no less, and being an active member of Lebanese government and its
security infrastructure: are supposed terrorists. Then one has to ask: what are the extremist,
sectarian militants the west is supporting supposed to represent? Freedom Fighters?
Furthermore, and, considering the insurmountable volumes of evidence of western state-
sponsored terror, one must also ask: what purpose, other than further ‘legal’ UN-endorsed
western-led military aggression, does the designation of Hezbollah as “Terrorist” ultimately
serve?.4
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