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The Heart of the Matter in the South China Sea
The battle for the contested maritime region is over before the shooting even
begins and China has won
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When the USS Ronald Reagan and USS Nimitz carrier strike groups recently engaged in
“operations” in the South China Sea, it failed to escape cynics that the US Pacific Fleet was
doing its best to turn the infantile Thucydides trap theory into a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

The pro forma official spin, via Rear Admiral Jim Kirk, commander of the Nimitz, is that the
ops were conducted to “reinforce our commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific, a rules-
based international order, and to our allies and partners.”

Nobody pays attention to these clichés, because the real message was delivered by a CIA
operative  posing  as  diplomat,  Secretary  of  State  Mike  “We Lie,  We Cheat,  We Steal”
Pompeo.

“The PRC has no legal grounds to unilaterally impose its will on the region,” he
proclaimed, in a reference to the nine-dash line that lays claim to most of the
disputed sea.

Click here to subscribe and continue reading.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Pepe Escobar is a frequent contributor to Global Research.

The original source of this article is Asia Times
Copyright © Pepe Escobar, Asia Times, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Pepe Escobar

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/pepe-escobar
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/the-heart-of-the-matter-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/united-states-china-war-thucydides-trap/406756/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/philippines-calls-out-china-on-the-south-china-sea/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/the-heart-of-the-matter-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/the-heart-of-the-matter-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/pepe-escobar
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/the-heart-of-the-matter-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/pepe-escobar


| 2

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

