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One of  the  most  discouraging aspects  of  the  musical  chairs  being  played among the
members of the White House inner circle is that every change reflects an inexorable move
to the right in foreign policy, which means that the interventionists are back without anyone
at  the  White  House  level  remaining  to  say  “no.”  President  Donald  Trump,  for  all  his
international experience as a businessman, is a novice at the step-by-step process required
in diplomacy and in the development of a coherent foreign policy, so he is inevitably being
directed by individuals who have long American global leadership by force if necessary.

The resurgence of the hawks is facilitated by Donald
Trump’s own inclinations. He likes to see himself as a man of action and a leader, which
inclines him to be impulsive, some might even say reckless. He is convinced that he can
enter into negotiations with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un with virtually no preparations
and make a deal that will somehow end the crisis over that nation’s nuclear weapons and
ballistic missile programs, for example. In so doing, he is being encouraged by his National
Security Adviser H.R. McMaster and his Pentagon chief James Mattis, who believe that the
United States can somehow prevail in a preemptive war with the Koreans if that should
become necessary. The enormous collateral damage to South Korea and even Japan is
something that Washington planners somehow seem to miss in their calculations.

The  recent  shifts  in  the  cabinet  have  Mike  Pompeo  as
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Secretary  of  State.  A  leading  hawk,  he  was  first  in  his  class  of  1986  at  the  United  States
Military Academy but found himself as a junior officer with no real war to fight. He spent six
years in uniform before resigning, never having seen combat, making war an abstraction for
him.  He  went  to  Harvard  Law  and  then  into  politics  where  he  became  a  Tea  Party
congressman,  eventually  becoming  a  leader  of  that  caucus  when  it  stopped  being
Libertarian and lurched rightwards. He has since marketed himself as a fearless soldier in
the war against terrorism and rogue states, in which category he includes both Iran and
Russia.

Pompeo was not popular at the CIA because he enforced a uniformity of thinking that was
anathema for intelligence professionals dedicated to collecting solid information and using it
to produce sound analysis of developments worldwide. Pompeo, an ardent supporter of
Israel and one of the government’s leading Iran haters, has been regularly threatening Iran
while  at  the  Agency  and  will  no  doubt  find  plenty  of  support  at  State  from  Assistant
Secretary of State for the Near East David Satterfield, a former top adviser of Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice.

Pompeo has proven himself more than willing to manipulate intelligence produce the result
he  desires.  Last  year,  he  declassified  and  then  cherry  picked  documents  recovered  from
Osama bin Laden’s compound in Pakistan that suggested that al-Qaeda had ties with Iran.
The move was coordinated with simultaneous White House steps to prepare Congress and
the public for a withdrawal from the Iran nuclear arms agreement. The documents were
initially  released  to  a  journal  produced  by  the  neocon  Foundation  for  Defense  of
Democracies, where Pompeo has a number of times spoken, to guarantee wide exposure in
all the right places.

Pompeo’s  arrival  might  only  be  the  first  of  several  other  high-level  moves  by  the  White
House.  Like  the  rumors  that  preceded  the  firing  of  Secretary  of  State  Tillerson  two  weeks
ago, there have been recurrent suggestions that McMaster would be the next to go as he
reportedly is too moderate for the president and has also been accused of being anti-Israeli,
the kiss of death in Washington.

Former  U.N.  Ambassador  John  Bolton  (now  appointed
National Security advisor) has been a frequent visitor at the White House. He was the
preferred candidate to fill  the position (replacing H. R. McMaster).  He is an extreme hawk,
closely tied to the Israel Lobby, who would push hard for war against Iran and also for a
hardline position in Syria, one that could lead to direct confrontation with the Syrian Armed
Forces and possibly the Russians.

Bolton, who has been described by a former George W. Bush official as “the most dangerous
man we had during the entire eight years,” will undoubtedly have a problem in getting
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confirmed  by  Congress.  He  was  rejected  as  U.N.  Ambassador,  requiring  Bush  to  make  a
recess  appointment  which  did  not  need  Congressional  approval.

*

Featured image is from the author.
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“This book is a ‘must’ resource – a richly documented and systematic diagnosis of the
supremely pathological geo-strategic planning of US wars since ‘9-11’ against non-nuclear
countries to seize their oil fields and resources under cover of ‘freedom and democracy’.”
–John McMurtry, Professor of Philosophy, Guelph University

“In a world where engineered, pre-emptive, or more fashionably “humanitarian” wars of
aggression have become the norm, this challenging book may be our final wake-up call.”
-Denis Halliday, Former Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations

Michel Chossudovsky exposes the insanity of our privatized war machine. Iran is being
targeted with nuclear weapons as part of a war agenda built on distortions and lies for the
purpose of private profit. The real aims are oil, financial hegemony and global control. The
price could be nuclear holocaust. When weapons become the hottest export of the world’s
only superpower, and diplomats work as salesmen for the defense industry, the whole world
is recklessly endangered. If we must have a military, it belongs entirely in the public sector.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_R._Bolton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_R._Bolton
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/towards-a-world-war-iii-scenario-the-dangers-of-nuclear-war/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/towards-a-world-war-iii-scenario-the-dangers-of-nuclear-war/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/towards-a-world-war-iii-scenario-the-dangers-of-nuclear-war/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/towards-a-world-war-iii-scenario-pdf/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
http://www.globalresearch.ca/


| 4

No one should profit from mass death and destruction.
–Ellen Brown, author of ‘Web of Debt’ and president of the Public Banking Institute   
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