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H1N1 Swine Flu: Health Canada apologizes, says
body bags were ‘routine restocking’
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Global Research, September 18, 2009 In-depth Report: THE HIN1 SWINE FLU
The Globe and Mail 18 September 2009 PANDEMIC

A Manitoba Health Canada official apologized for sending body bags to Manitoba First
Nations communities this afternoon, explaining that the over 200 post-mortem kits sent to
northern communities were never intended to be part of flu kits.

Jim Wolfe, Manitoba director of Health Canada’s Inuit and Aboriginal Health Branch, told
reporters in Winnipeg that the body-bag shipment was a “routine restocking” of remote
nursing stations to help them prepare for “unknown and unforeseen events, whether it be a
plane crash, environmental disaster or pandemic.”

“It is unfortunate that this has been linked exclusively with HIN1,” he said. “Health Canada
apologizes. We all regret the alarm caused by the stocking of this particular item.”

Health Canada regularly re-stocks body bags every three or four months, he said. But
especially in the case of Wasagamatch First Nation, which received roughly 30 of the bags,
the number of bags delivered “was excessive.”

“In this case, we overestimated,” he said. “Our apology is to all First Nations.”

First Nations leaders expressed outrage yesterday when dozens of body bags were
delivered to remote northern communities. Already tense after a spring flu season that hit
aboriginals in the province disproportionately hard, many chiefs saw the bags as insulting
and culturally insensitive.

The original source of this article is The Globe and Mail
Copyright © Patrick White, The Globe and Mail, 2009

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Patrick White

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are

| 1


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/patrick-white
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/canada
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/the-h1n1-swine-flu-pandemic
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/the-h1n1-swine-flu-pandemic
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/patrick-white
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/patrick-white

acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 2


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

