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“The Greece Israel Cyprus Axis” (GRISCY): The US
Key to Containing Multipolarity in the Eastern
Mediterranean?
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Global Research, April 10, 2019
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Theme: Intelligence, Oil and Energy

The US’ strengthening of its energy and security partnerships with the emerging strategic
axis of Greece, “Israel”, and Cyprus (GRISCY) through the proposed “Eastern Mediterranean
Security and Energy Partnership Act” will contribute to containing multipolarity in the region
by working against the interests of Turkey, Russia, and even China.

The GRISCY Game-Changer

Adam Garrie’s observation last year about the emerging Greek-“Israeli“-Cypriot (GRISCY)
axis  has  been validated  after  two  Senators  just  proposed the  “Eastern  Mediterranean
Security  and  Energy  Partnership  Act”  that  will  see  the  US  strengthen  its  energy  and
strategic partnerships with this alliance. The popular Greek outlet Ekathimerini summarized
the bill’s most important provisions as follows:

                “- Lift the prohibition on arms sales to the Republic of Cyprus;

Authorize the establishment of a United States-Eastern Mediterranean Energy
Center  to  facilitate energy cooperation between the US,  Israel,  Greece,  and
Cyprus;
Authorize $3,000,000 in Foreign Military Financing (FMF) assistance for Greece;
Authorize $2,000,000 for International  Military Education and Training (IMET)
assistance for Greece and $2,000,000 for Cyprus.
Impede the transfer of F-35 aircraft to Turkey, as long as Turkey continues with
plans to purchase the S-400 air defense system from the Russian Federation, a
purchase that would be sanctionable under US law.
Require  the  Administration  to  submit  to  Congress  a  strategy  on  enhanced
security and energy cooperation with countries in the Eastern Mediterranean, as
well as reports on malign activities by Russia and other countries in the region.”

From the above, it’s clear to see that this is a blatantly anti-Turkish piece of legislation,
albeit one that’s also equally contrary to Russian and Chinese interests as well. This means
that the Act is actually intended to contain multipolarity in the region and is therefore poised
to be a game-changing geopolitical development if it enters into law.

Greece & Cyprus

GRISCY brings together three anti-Turkish states along Ankara’s Western and Southern
peripheries  and  gives  them  a  sense  of  integrational  purpose  through  the  Eastern
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Mediterranean Gas Pipeline that they’re all involved in, which in turn serves as the physical
basis for expanding their energy relations to the political, military, and ultimately strategic
levels.

Greece  fulfills  an  especially  important  role  in  this  alliance  because  of  Turkey’s  transit
dependence on it for connecting the Azerbaijani-originating TANAP gas pipeline to Southern
Europe, which interestingly puts Ankara in the position of possibly being blackmailed by
Athens (either on Greece’s own initiative of at the urging of one of its partners) just like
Moscow was by Kiev in the early 2000s.

Another point of pertinence in relation to Greece is that it aspires to become a regional
leader  in  the  interconnected  Balkan-Eastern  Mediterranean space  not  only  through its
energy connectivity potential but also because of the role that it’s played in the Republic of
Macedonia (now “recognized” as the so-called “Republic of North Macedonia”) and Cyprus.

While Macedonia isn’t  of  strategic relevance for Turkey, Cyprus certainly is due to the
unresolved issue over the northern part of  the island, which is why the resumption of
American arms shipments to Nicosia could be very troubling for Ankara and must therefore
be seen as “punishment” for its  purchase of  the S-400s and failure to cooperate with
Washington in Syria to the extent that the Pentagon wants.

The “Clash Of Civilizations”

It  goes  without  saying  that  Greece  and  Cyprus  are  also  very  economically  destitute
countries whose governments can easily be bought by the US and “Israel”, and with both of
their populations being anti-Turkish to the bone, these countries’ alliances with those two
aforementioned powers will probably be overlooked by many or even praised because of
Washington and Tel Aviv’s antipathy to Ankara nowadays.

There’s even a credible chance that its many supporters at home and abroad will present
GRISCY’s role as the US’ “Lead From Behind” proxy for managing Eastern Mediterranean
affairs  through  the  prism  of  the  so-called  “Clash  of  Civilizations”  by  portraying  it  as  the
West’s “frontline defense” for “protecting Judeo-Christian civilization” from Islam, which
could wildly increase its appeal among many right-wing individuals.

Russia & China

Not only would GRISCY contain Turkey, however, but Ekathimerini’s last-mentioned detail
about the proposed Act specifically indicates that it has an anti-Russian purpose as well, one
that could very easily be expanded throughout the entire Eastern Mediterranean region as
recently proven by Pompeo’s threat to sanction Egypt if it proceeds with its planned large-
scale purchase of Russian warplanes.

More specifically to the alliance’s three members, the US could try to thwart TurkStream’s
possible  expansion  to  Greece  en  route  to  Italy,  continue  cracking  down on  oligarchic
holdings in Cyprus, and try to weaken the Russian-“Israeli” Strategic Partnership, as well as
potentially cut off Moscow’s “Levantine Line” trade route between Crimea, Syria, the Sinai,
and Eritrea in the event of a crisis.

Concerning China, Beijing’s control over the Greek port of Piraeus provides the People’s
Republic with a reliable entry point to the Polish-led “Three Seas Initiative”and is the basis
for its Balkan Silk Road, so it’s in the US’ interests to monitor all activity related to this
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important node in the Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) and to also keep tabs on Chinese activity
in the strategic “Israeli” port of Haifa, too.

Concluding Thoughts

As argued in this analysis, all of the above-mentioned points clearly prove that the US’
“Eastern  Mediterranean  Security  and  Energy  Partnership  Act”  is  intended  to  contain
multipolarity in the Eastern Mediterranean by strengthening America’s strategic ties with its
“Lead From Behind” proxy of GRISCY in order to thwart Turkish, Russian, and even Chinese
designs in the region.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

This article was originally published on Eurasia Future.

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based political analyst specializing in the
relationship between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One Belt One Road global
vision of New Silk Road connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent contributor to
Global Research.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Andrew Korybko, Global Research, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Andrew Korybko
About the author:

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based
political analyst specializing in the relationship
between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One
Belt One Road global vision of New Silk Road
connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent
contributor to Global Research.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted

https://eurasiafuture.com/2018/10/24/constructive-criticisms-of-chinas-silk-road/
https://orientalreview.org/2018/09/22/the-brouhaha-over-chinas-haifa-deal-highlights-israels-deep-state-divisions/
https://orientalreview.org/2018/09/22/the-brouhaha-over-chinas-haifa-deal-highlights-israels-deep-state-divisions/
https://eurasiafuture.com/2019/04/10/griscy-is-the-us-key-to-containing-multipolarity-in-the-eastern-mediterranean/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 4

material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

