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Rep. Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio), the chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the
Coronavirus Pandemic, wants to know what the U.S. Department of Justice is doing to
recover an estimated $280 billion in U.S. COVID-19 relief spending that allegedly flowed to
criminals inside and outside the United States.

On Tuesday, Mr. Wenstrup sent a letter (pdf) to Attorney General Merrick Garland, asking
that he and the DOJ provide a full account of all current and past investigations into the
misallocation of U.S. taxpayer funds as part of COVID-19 pandemic relief programs. Mr.
Wenstrup cited a June Associated Press analysis, which estimated that around $280 billion of
U.S. COVID-19 relief spending was lost to fraudulent schemes carried out both inside and
outside the country.

Mr. Wenstrup further cited a 2021 NBC News report, claiming much of the COVID relief that
was lost to fraud went to Russian, Chinese and Nigerian criminal organizations.

“Some of these fraudulent actors were based outside the United States and may involve
international criminal organizations. Estimates imply that at least half of all stolen
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COVID-19 relief funds went to Russian, Chinese, and Nigerian criminals,” he wrote.

The U.S. government has been working to account for more than $4 trillion in COVID-19
relief spending. In addition to the $280 billion the Associated Press believes was lost to
fraud, the media publication estimated another $123 billion was simply wasted or misspent.

In a March 2022 press release, the DOJ announced it had recovered about $8 billion worth of
COVID-19 relief funds lost to fraud through a combination of criminal prosecutions and civil
enforcement actions. That DOJ fund recovery effort amounts to about three percent of the
money that may have been lost to fraud, and Mr. Wenstrup said it’s unclear just how much
the DOJ has recovered from criminal actors living abroad.

“It is highly concerning that possibly billions of taxpayer dollars intended to help
Americans suffering the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic were stolen by organized
criminal rings in foreign countries,” the Republican lawmaker wrote. “Therefore, we
write today to better understand the full scope of this problem and what actions the
Department has taken to investigate international COVID-19 relief program fraud and
hold these foreign actors accountable.”

Mr. Wenstrup requested the DOJ provide a country-by-country account of all current and
closed COVID-19 fraud cases and dollar value estimates of COVID-19 relief spending they
believe went missing in these fraud cases.

The DOQJ is continuing to bring new cases to recover COVID-19 relief funds. Last week, the
department announced it had conducted a nationwide enforcement effort resulting in 718
enforcement actions against 371 defendants, for alleged fraud offenses that resulted in the
misallocation of around $836 million.

Even with this latest DOJ effort, the U.S. is still well short of recovering all of the funds that
are likely missing as a result of COVID-19 fraud schemes. It could take years to recover all of
those funds, assuming they can all eventually be recovered.

“The COVID-19 public health emergency may have ended, but the Justice Department’s
work to identify and prosecute those who stole pandemic relief funds is far from over,”
Mr. Garland said upon announcing the latest DOJ anti-fraud efforts last week.

Legislation extending the statute of limitations to prosecute pandemic-era fraud cases has
enjoyed broad bipartisan support.

During last week’s anti-fraud announcement, Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco
announced the department had started a new COVID-19 Fraud Enforcement Strike Force in
Colorado and another one in Delaware.

“The two new Strike Forces launched today will increase our reach as we continue to
pursue fraudsters and recover taxpayer funds, no matter how long it takes,” Ms.
Monaco said.

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.


https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-director-covid-19-fraud-enforcement
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/371-charged-for-covid-19-fraud-totaling-836-million-doj-5479353
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/371-charged-for-covid-19-fraud-totaling-836-million-doj-5479353

Featured image: US Congressman Brad Wenstrup (Licensed under Public Domain)

Vo X%

THE

WORLDWIDE
CORONA CRISIS

Global Coup d'Etat Against Humanity

by Michel Chossudovsky

he Worldwide Corona Crisis, Global Coup d’Etat Against
Humanity

by Michel Chossudovsky

Michel Chossudovsky reviews in detail how this insidious project “destroys people’s lives”.
He provides a comprehensive analysis of everything you need to know about the
“pandemic” — from the medical dimensions to the economic and social repercussions,
political underpinnings, and mental and psychological impacts.

“My objective as an author is to inform people worldwide and refute the official narrative
which has been used as a justification to destabilize the economic and social fabric of entire
countries, followed by the imposition of the “deadly” COVID-19 “vaccine”. This crisis affects
humanity in its entirety: almost 8 billion people. We stand in solidarity with our fellow
human beings and our children worldwide. Truth is a powerful instrument.”

ISBN: 978-0-9879389-3-0, Year: 2022, PDF Ebook, Pages: 164, 15 Chapters

Price-$11.50 FREE COPY! Click here (docsend) and download.

We encourage you to support the eBook project by making a donation through Global
Research’s DonorBox “Worldwide Corona Crisis” Campaign Page.

The original source of this article is NTD
Copyright © Ryan Morgan, NTD, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ryan Morgan


https://docsend.com/view/yvbmfa5hxhgjughq
https://donorbox.org/the-worldwide-corona-crisis-global-coup-d-etat-against-humanity
https://www.ntd.com/gop-lawmaker-questions-doj-about-280-billion-in-lost-covid-relief_939162.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ryan-morgan
https://www.ntd.com/gop-lawmaker-questions-doj-about-280-billion-in-lost-covid-relief_939162.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ryan-morgan

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

