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Goodbye to Bush in Three Minutes
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Cindy Sheehan asked if I could record a 3-minute goodbye message to Bush and Cheney for
her radio show, so I wrote down and read the following:

Never more than in this moment, George, have you been a uniter, not a divider. The joy at
your departure is world-wide and wonderful. But I don’t want to fully embrace it because I
don’t want this to be the last we see of you. When I was four years old I watched Richard
Nixon leave, and that was just about the last we saw of him, and that is what brought us
you. Instead, we should have had monthly reports of regret and repentance from Nixon’s
prison cell for 20 years. You yourself may have longer than 20 years to live, although with
your boss we may have to hurry or invest in a heart transplant. My strongest wish, George,
is to give you and Dick and Rummy and Condi and Yoo and Bybee and all the gang what you
have denied to so many others: a fair trial.

Your stupid smirk and Cheney’s nasty grimace will thankfully no longer be omnipresent, but
the damage you have done will be much harder to remove, and if we do not punish you for
it, it may be repeated and never undone. I wish you no ill. If letting you go drink and golf
would impose a democratic rule of law on future officials, then that’s what I would favor. As
it happens, of course, that would only encourage people as mean and destructive as your
brother Jeb, although not specifically Jeb, of course, since nobody with your last name will be
able to win an election in this country for 50 years.

If you pretend to pardon the people who committed your crimes for you, we will challenge
that absurdity in court,  and we will  pursue state,  local,  civil,  foreign, and international
prosecutions until you are behind bars.

Washington D.C. is going to look something like a colder version of New Orleans before you
drowned it this month as millions of people get drunk on the delirium of seeing you drag
your contemptible carcass out of town. Two events I plan to take part in illustrate the mood.

On January 19th, we’re going to gather in DuPont Circle, march to the White House, and
throw shoes and boots at you. Check out http://shoebush.org to see what we have planned.

On January 20th, we have a permit for an Arrest Bush demonstration on the sidewalk in front
of the FBI building along Obama’s inauguration parade route. We’re going to be sending a
clear message to your successor. Take a look at http://www.arrestbush2009.com

We’ve created nice warm sweatshirts that say Arrest Bush and Cheney, and people can go
to http://afterdowningstreet.org to buy them. We’ll be dressing for success, George, but
without the flight suit, the aircraft carrier, or the bullshit.
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You’ve lied to us for eight years, so the truth may not catch your attention, but this is the
truth: we will not rest until you are convicted and incarcerated.
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David  Swanson  is  the  author  of  the  upcoming  book  “Daybreak:  Undoing  the  Imperial
Presidency  and  Forming  a  More  Perfect  Union”  by  Seven  Stories  Press  and  of  the
introduction to “The 35 Articles of Impeachment and the Case for Prosecuting George W.
Bush” published by Feral House and available at Amazon.com.  Swanson is Co-Founder of
AfterDowningStreet.org,  creator  of  ConvictBushCheney.org  and  Washington  Director  of
Democrats.com,  a  board  member  of  Progressive  Democrats  of  America,  the  Backbone
Campaign, and Voters for Peace, a member of the legislative working group of United for
Peace and Justice, and convener of the accountability and prosecution working group of
United for Peace and Justice.
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