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German Minister Commits Suicide After ‘Virus Crisis
Worries’
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Thomas  Schaefer,  the  finance  minister  of  Germany’s  Hesse  state,  has  committed  suicide
apparently after becoming “deeply worried” over how to cope with the economic fallout
from the coronavirus, state premier Volker Bouffier said Sunday (29 March).

Schaefer,  54,  was  found  dead  near  a  railway  track  on  Saturday.  The  Wiesbaden
prosecution’s office said they believe he died by suicide.

“We are in shock, we are in disbelief and above all we are immensely sad,”
Bouffier said in a recorded statement.

Hesse is home to Germany’s financial capital Frankfurt, where major lenders like Deutsche
Bank and Commerzbank have their headquarters. The European Central Bank is also located
in Frankfurt.

A visibly shaken Bouffier recalled that Schaefer, who was Hesse’s finance chief for 10 years,
had been working “day and night” to help companies and workers deal with the economic
impact of the pandemic.

“Today we have to assume that he was deeply worried,” said Bouffier, a close
ally of Chancellor Angela Merkel.

“It’s  precisely  during  this  difficult  time  that  we  would  have  needed  someone
like him,” he added.

Popular and well-respected,  Schaefer had long been touted as a possible successor to
Bouffier.

Like Bouffier, Schaefer belonged to Merkel’s centre-right CDU party.

He leaves behind a wife and two children.

Der  Tod  von  Finanzminister  Thomas  Schäfer  erschüttert  die  Landespolitik.
Ministerpräsident  Volker  Bouffier  spricht  davon,  dass  die  Sorgen  um  die
Zukunft  den  Minister  „erdrückt“  haben  könnten.  https://t.co/ElLhkQCjRo

— FAZ Rhein-Main (@FAZ_RheinMain) March 29, 2020
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Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image: An undated handout photo made available by the Ministry of Finance of German state
of Hesse shows Finance Minister Thomas Schaefer. According to the Wiesbaden public prosecutor’s
office, the Minister of Finance of Hesse, Thomas Schäfer, was found dead on 28 March 2020. [EPA-
EFE/SABRINA FEIGE]

The original source of this article is Euractiv
Copyright © Euractiv, Euractiv, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Euractiv

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://webgate.epa.eu/?16634349628007773501&MEDIANUMBER=55989514
https://webgate.epa.eu/?16634349628007773501&MEDIANUMBER=55989514
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/german-minister-commits-suicide-after-virus-crisis-worries/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/euractiv
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/german-minister-commits-suicide-after-virus-crisis-worries/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/euractiv
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

