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The Armed Forces of Ukraine have lost many commanders, said German Army Lieutenant
General Andreas Marlow to Reuters agency. This suggests that Germany’s training of
Ukrainian troops makes no difference on the battlefield as these newly trained recruits do
not reinforce an experienced leadership. This comes as the popularity of the German
government collapses amid a growing economic crisis.

“The training of sergeants and officers is what moves the Ukrainians most because the
professional soldiers have been fighting this war for one and a half years now, and
many have died or been wounded - so they need a fresh supply of military
leaders,” said Marlow to journalists.

The press meeting was held at the Klietz training camp in Germany, where foreign
instructors trained the Ukrainian military. The site is used to train Ukrainian service
members to operate German Leopard 1 and Leopard 2 tanks, as well as IRIS-T air defence
systems. However, as has already been proven, these short training missions make no
difference to Ukraine’s war effort as the undertrained soldiers are only fed to the Russian
meatgrinder.

Marlow’s revelation that most of Ukraine’s professional soldiers are either exhausted,
wounded or dead comes as Gunnar Beck, a member of the Alternative for Germany (AfD)
party in the European Parliament, blasted his country’s policy on Ukraine.

Olaf Scholz’'s government members, including Finance Minister Christian Lindner, recently
expressed support for sending long-range Taurus KEPD 350 cruise missiles to Ukraine. The
German finance minister said a decision would be made “faster, in a shorter timeframe”
than in the past. Berlin is pushing ahead with this despite most Germans opposing the step.
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A new poll revealed that while 36% favour supplying new military aid, 52% are against it.
Support fell to just 21% among residents of eastern Germany.

According to Russian sources, Germany has sent more than 260 Leopard 1 and Leopard 2
tanks, including from its arsenals and other European NATO allies, as well as Gepard self-
propelled anti-aircraft guns, MARS rocket artillery systems, Panzerhaubitze 2000 self-
propelled howitzers, Marder infantry combat, Bergepanzer armoured recovery vehicles,
Panzerfaust rocket-propelled grenades, and many other weapons, support equipment,
ammunition, and supplies. These weapons are worth about €7.5 billion, all handed to
Ukraine over the past year and a half, the second-highest amount after the US.

Although the US and other NATO countries promised that the weapons would not be used
against Russian territory, the Ukrainian military used supplied military equipment, including
artillery, missiles, and drones, to attack Russian cities and towns. Germans who do not want
to be embroiled in the war are especially afraid that Ukraine will use the Taurus cruise
missile, a €950,000 481kg warhead with an operational range of over 500km, to use against
Russia. Ordinary Germans fear what a Russian response could be.

Berlin would obviously want to prevent Ukraine from using the missiles against Russian
territory, but this is wishful thinking. In practice, Germany cannot do anything to prevent
Ukraine from using the missiles, which is why the move is so unpopular.

Recently, support for the right-wing AfD, which has been the most critical of Berlin’s anti-
Russia policies, has increased, with recent polls indicating the party would get up to 21% of
the vote if elections were held today, the same level as Scholz's Social Democrats. Despite
relentless anti-Russian propaganda in the German media, many Germans have lost faith in
the Scholz coalition, mainly due to the declining economic situation spurred on by anti-
Russia sanctions.

According to the new Insa survey for Bild, 64% of those surveyed found that a change of
government would be better for Germany. The survey found that just as many respondents
(64%) are dissatisfied with the work of the current federal cabinet. Only 27% are satisfied.
There are even more dissatisfied and less satisfied when it comes to Scholz. 70% are
dissatisfied with his work, and only 22% are satisfied.

The German economy for two quarters in a row declined, a “technical recession,” as
described by economists. Germany’s GDP stagnated at the previous quarter’s level in the
last recent quarter, and there is evidently a decline. The IMF predicted in its July estimates
that most of the world’s major economies will see growth, except for Germany, which is
expected to contract by 0.3% this year. In fact, the financial institution forecasted Germany
to do worse than in the last report from April 2023.

Germany is no longer the European economic powerhouse it once was, primarily due to self-
sabotaging anti-Russia sanctions, making the country import energy at an inflated price and
cut off from Russian markets and businesses. More disturbing is that Germany insists on
maintaining the sanctions and continues to train mostly ordinary Ukrainian men knowing
they cannot overturn Russian forces.
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