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The  current  war  conflict  in  Syria  and  constant  warfare  between  the  Israeli  state  and  the
Palestinians which recently erupted once again in Gaza strip brought the region of the
Middle East to the world attention once again.  However,  the Middle East is  a natural-
geographic continuation of the Mediterranean Sea basin and, therefore, it is a part of the
broader Mediterranean geopolitical game. Nevertheless, the geopolitical and geostrategic
importance of the Mediterranean Sea basin is probably of the highest level from the global
perspective.

An importance of the Mediterranean Sea area in geopolitical and geostrategic standpoint
one can understand from the very fact that this area is situated at the crossroads between
three continents and making de facto a bridge between Europe, Asia, and Africa.[1] The
Mediterranean Sea area as well as connects two oceans – the Atlantic and Indian. It is a true
fact that the lands around the Mediterranean Sea were the core of  the Ancient World
culture,  civilization,  and history which gave a basis for  the present-day modernity and
especially the background of the Western civilization.[2] An economic importance of the
area is in the fact that the Mediterranean was and is on the way of vital world trade routes.

Demarcation Lines

The Mediterranean Sea area is actually the demarcation line between several “worlds”:
Judeo-Christian  and  Islamic;  developed  and  underdeveloped;  democracy  and
authoritarianism, etc. It is important to notice that this area was faced with the highest
number of the wars in the whole history. In modern time, the Mediterranean was one of the
most  significant  places  of  the  Cold  War  (1949-1989),  between  the  NATO  and  the  Warsaw
Pact.  In  addition,  the  first  two  post-Cold  War  crisis  all  over  the  world,  the  First  Gulf  War
(1991)[3] and the dissolution of ex-Yugoslavia (1991-1995) followed by the Kosovo War
(1998-1999)[4] involved the Mediterranean Sea area and had direct implications on the
political life on the area.

Today,  in  the  area  can  be  distinguished  from  five  military-political-economic  influential
groups:

1) The European Union, the Council of Europe and the NATO.

2) The Russian Federation.

3) The League of Arab States.

4)  Non-allied countries (Israel,  Serbia,  Bosnia-Herzegovina,  and the Former

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/vladislav
https://orientalreview.org/2018/06/08/geopolitics-of-the-mediterranean-sea-area-in-global-security-during-and-after-the-cold-war-1949-1989/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/culture-society-history
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice


| 2

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia – FYROM).

5) China.

During the Cold War period, the world security system was grounded on the concept of the
“Balance of Fear”.[5] According to the NATO strategy, the main danger was expected in
both  Central  Europe  and  the  “Western  Wing”  of  the  NATO.[6]Subsequently,  the
Mediterranean Sea area, as the “Southern Wing” of the NATO was considered as of a lesser
importance in general NATO war strategy during the Cold War time. Further, parts of the
area outside the NATO was called as “Out of Area”.[7] The whole region was considered in
fact as a part of the key Central-European frontline toward the Warsaw Pact at least till
1960’s when the USSR fleet was present in the Mediterranean Sea. The US “Sixth Fleet” in
the Mediterranean Sea was also supposed to symbolize the support to the allies within the
global confrontation.[8]

Source: Oriental Review

The fact of importance is that within the NATO Mediterranean segment there were and still
are political  fragmentations and even the conflicts  (ex.,  the Cyprus crisis  in  1974).  On the
one hand,  Turkey,  Italy,  and Portugal  were completely integrated into the NATO while
Greece’s  involvement  into  the  organization  was  and  is  strictly  determined  by  the  conflict
with Turkey over Cyprus, the Aegean islands and Trace at the Balkan Peninsula. France and
Spain do not participate fully in the NATO military structure. In general, the conflict between
Greece and Turkey was and is the most significant one within the NATO serving:

1) As the crucial source of fragmentation within the NATO “Southern Wing”.

2) As a source for destabilizing the security of the Mediterranean Sea area.[9]

However, with the dissolution of the USSR, the unification of Germany and the abolishment
of the Warsaw Pact (1989-1991) a period of the Cold War became over with a clear Western
military-political victory primarily by the USA. The post-Cold War era is firstly characterized
by the disappearance of the balance of superpowers, the “clash of civilizations” and with the
international relations within the framework of the “West against the rest”.[10] The most
significant  outcome  of  those  events  is  the  fact  that  the  bloc  division  of  Europe  so  far
disappeared. Moreover, instead of being the main rival to the USA and the NATO, the post-
Soviet Russia turned into its main partner (until the Ukrainian crisis started in 2014) in
attempts to establish a new global security system known as “The New Order” and led by
the US administration.[11] This term was used by the US President George Bush (Senior) in
November 1990 in his address to the US Congress. The US is using this maxim in order to
inform all  the world  actors  that  it  has reserved for  itself  the leading role  in  the new
international  relations.  The  fact  is  that  after  the  period  of  bipolar  world  division,  the
dominant  East-West  confrontations  now  are  replaced  by  crossing  and  mixing  in  the
Mediterranean Sea area with tensions and conflicts of the North-South relations.

“Grey Zone”

The disappearance of one out of two Cold War superpowers eliminated the “global threat” in
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the  area  of  the  Mediterranean  until  9/11  2001.  Instead  of  the  bipolar  struggles,  the
Mediterranean Sea area became in a strategic point of view the so-called “Grey Zone”[12]
at least until the current war in Syria. Concerning the security of the Mediterranean area,
after  the  removing  of  the  Iron  Curtain  in  1989/1990  the  new  challenge  reflected  through
focus  shifted  from  the  East-West  toward  the  political,  economic  even  and  cultural
confrontations and friction between the North and the South, between the developed and
underdeveloped areas of the world, with regard to the demographic explosion of the South
(i.e.,  the North and Central Africa in the case of the Mediterranean Sea area) and the
problems of an unemployment followed by the illegal migration waves from the South to the
North.[13]

NATO’s premier anti-submarine warfare exercise in the Mediterranean Sea, March 2018. (Source:
Oriental Review)

A security issue of the last decade of the Cold War period followed by the post-Cold War
time in the area of the Mediterranean Sea was and is characterized and challenged by
increased regional  nationalism in  many cases,  but  not  exclusively  connected with  the

Islamic fundamentalism, like during the time of the “Arab Spring” started on December 17th,
2010.[14] It is important to notice that many Mediterranean countries have almost 100%
Islamic population, what means that political life is mainly based on the Islamic (theocratic)
values.[15] An influence of Islam on the political life in those countries is day by day in the
process  of  increasing  what  is  very  visible,  for  instance,  in  Egypt  and  Libya  after  the
successful  street-style  revolutions  in  which  Hosni  Mubarak  and  Muammar  el  Gaddafi  lost
power or even more visible in the case of the current war in Syria.[16] The objective of
Islamic fundamentalists is to establish pure Islamic states based on Koran like it was a case
with the Taliban Afghanistan before the US military intervention after 9/11.[17] The model of
such kind of a theocratic state offered the Islamic revolution in Persia in 1979 when the pro-
Western regime of Shah Reza Pahlavi (directly supported by the US) was abolished and
removed with the model of the Islamic fundamentalist regime in the Republic of Iran.[18]
This  example  was  and  is  followed  by  several  ultra-  Islamic  parties,  movements  and
organizations all  over the Islamic world as it is the case, for instance, with the Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS) in Algeria or with the Bosnian Party of Democratic Action (SDA) in the
1990s.[19]Speaking about the regional nationalism of the Arabic and Islamic countries it is
necessary to mention, alongside with Khomeini’s Islamic fundamentalism in Iran, and the
pan-Arabism of  Gamal  Abdel  Nasser  supported  by  the  society-organization  of  “Muslim
Brothers”[20] or Saddam Hussein’s neo-pan-Arabism, etc.

Conflict Sources

There is no doubt that the Mediterranean region was and is, and probably will be, one of the
most conflict-prone areas all over the world. There is virtually no one country in the region
whose state boundaries were not or are not questioned by their neighbors or cannot be
questioned  from a  historical  point  of  view.  After  the  end  of  the  bipolar  confrontation
between the  NATO and  the  Warsaw Pact,  there  were  two  military  struggles  in  direct
relations with the Mediterranean region. There were the First Gulf War, in which one of the
Mediterranean country (Turkey)  was strongly involved,  and the civil  war in  the former
Yugoslavia as one of the Mediterranean countries. In addition, there are several constant
conflict sources in the region. The most important of them are:
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1) Israeli-Palestinian friction.

2) The question of the Kurds, who are living in four countries – Turkey, Syria,
Iraq, and Iran.

3) Friction between Libya and Egypt and Libya and Algeria.

4) The local conflicts in Sudan, Chad, and South Sahara.

Russian heavy missile cruiser Pyotr Veliky makes port call in Tartus, Syria (Source: Oriental Review)

Concluding Remarks

Finally,  its  eastern  part  is  of  the  enormous  conflict  potential  out  of  the  whole  area  of  the
Mediterranean Sea region. The area of the Mediterranean Sea was and is one of the key
strategic points of interest for the NATO from the very time of creation of this military
organization in 1949 during the Cold War in order to challenge the real or potential threats
for its own security. Within a global concept of the NATO security system, Turkey, Greece
and Italy compose a sub-system of countries which belong to its “Southern Wing”. The main
areas  of  activities  by  these  countries  are  the  Middle  East  and the  Balkans.  However,
regardless a fact  that Turkey,  Greece,  and Italy belong to the same security umbrella
system offering by the NATO, there are serious differences in regard to the NATO regional
policy, especially between Turkey and Greece, which brought these two countries almost to
the  open  war  conflict  in  1974  over  the  Cyprus  question.  They  also  had  different  policies
toward the question of succession of the former Yugoslavia in 1991-1995 followed by the
Kosovo War of 1998-1999. The future of their mutual cooperation within security model
offered by the NATO primarily depends on the question how Turkey and Greece can settle
their bilateral problems in particular connected with the question of the future of Cyprus.
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