
| 1

Geneva Politicians Vote to Propose Julian Assange
Asylum
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The Geneva city parliament has adopted a motion demanding that the Swiss government
offer asylum to controversial WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange.

The somewhat surprising resolution was the result of an hour-long debate on Wednesday
evening, framed in the context of providing better protection for whistleblowers.

The text was proposed by Eric Bertinat of the conservative right People’s Party – a party not
usually known for backing acts of “civil disobedience”, in the words of Social Democratic
politician Albane Schlechten.

Nevertheless,  the  proposition  picked  up  enough  support  from  left-wing  politicians  to
withstand opposition from the centre-right Radical Liberals.

The People’s Party have also tried to push through legislation on the Geneva cantonal level
to  better  protect  whistleblowers,  while  at  the  federal  level  in  Bern,  one  of  its
parliamentarians has raised Assange’s case before the Federal Council (government).

At  the  time,  the  response  of  the  government  about  offering  asylum  to  the  47-year-old
WikiLieaks  founder  was  negative:  he  is  not  a  defender  of  human  rights,  it  said.

Assange initially sought asylum in the Ecuadorian embassy in London since 2012 to avoid
being extradited to Sweden, where authorities wanted to question him as part of a sexual
assault investigation. That investigation was dropped.

Assange,  whose  website  published  thousands  of  classified  US  government  documents,
denied the Sweden allegations, saying the charge was a ploy that would eventually take him
to the United States where prosecutors are preparing to pursue a criminal case against him.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is SWI
Copyright © SWI, SWI, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swi
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/politics/wikileaks_geneva-politicians-vote-to-propose-julian-assange-asylum/44740406
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/culture-society-history
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/politics/wikileaks_geneva-politicians-vote-to-propose-julian-assange-asylum/44740406
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swi
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/politics/wikileaks_geneva-politicians-vote-to-propose-julian-assange-asylum/44740406
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG


| 2

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: SWI

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swi
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

