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Gaza Freedom Flotilla: Zaytouna-Oliva Women to be
‘Deported’. Details Emerge about the Capture
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Two journalists from Al Jazeera who were on board Zaytouna-Oliva have been released and
have safely reached London and Moscow. The other 11 women of the Women’s Boat to Gaza
are still  in detention, but we anticipate that they will be ‘deported’ soon, as they were
moved yesterday from Givon Prison to a detention facility at Ben-Gurion airport.

Wendy Goldsmith, a member of the land team working to secure the release of the women
stated that, “the deportation is happening much quicker than in previous flotillas. While we
had a great legal team assisting the women, we suspect that the reason for the quick
release was because of all the negative media attention Israel has been receiving for its
illegal  interception,  including the demand of  rock band Pink Floyd.” According to early
reports from the women released, the Zaytouna-Oliva was surrounded by two warships
along with  four  to  five smaller  naval  boats.  The Israeli  Occupation Forces  (IOF)  demanded
that the Zaytouna-Oliva stop its course towards Gaza. When the warning was refused, at
least seven IOF members, both male and female, boarded our yacht and commandeered it
in international waters.

In the course of their capture, the women insisted that Israel’s attack was illegal and that
they were being taken against their will to Israel. The Women’s Boat to Gaza campaign
asserts that while the captivity of the women on board Zaytouna-Oliva may soon be over,
the captivity of 1.9 million Palestinian people in Gaza remains. Whilst the term “peaceful”
has been used in some media to describe the attack and capture of  our boat,  this is
inaccurate.  Peace  is  more  than  merely  the  absence  of  physical  violence.  Oppression,
occupation,  denial  of  human rights  and taking a boat  of  unarmed,  non-violent  women
against  their  will  are  not  peaceful  activities.  Indeed,  as  Zaytouna-Oliva  approached
Palestine, the IOF launched multiple air raids across the Gaza Strip.

The Women’s Boat to Gaza and the Freedom Flotilla Coalition will continue to sail until
Palestine is free.
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