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Future Generations Will Mourn What the EPA Did on
9/11. Roll Back Regulations on Methane Gas
Emissions

The White House wants to clear the way for frackers to release more methane,
which poisons communities and torches the climate.
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September 11 is already an annual day of mourning. But while the nation grieved over
victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the Trump administration’s Environmental Protection
Agency announced a plan future generations may well grieve as a tragedy in its own right.

While Americans attended memorial services, the EPA announced plans to roll back
regulations on methane — a powerful greenhouse gas that damages the world’s climate and
threatens human health.

Methane carries up to 36 times more warming potential than carbon dioxide.

More methane emissions mean more lethal heat waves, extreme storms, rising sea levels,
drought, and floods. They mean worsening air quality, water quality, and crop damage. They
mean certain crops will lose nutritional value, and pest- and waterborne diseases will
spread.

Specifically, the White House wants to kill the Obama administration’s 2016 New Source
Performance Standards, which require oil and gas drillers to limit emissions of methane
during fracking and flaring (the process of burning off gas that won’t be captured and
transported).

It’s yet another big present to the oil and gas industry. Meanwhile, ordinary working families
will pay the price, and so will their health. Children, the poor, the elderly, and those with a
weak or impaired immune system are especially vulnerable.

The EPA itself agrees: Its own analysis concludes that the new proposed rules could send
hundreds of thousands more tons of methane into the atmosphere. The EPA acknowledges
further this would hurt thousands of people and rack up a huge cost in health care and
agricultural damage.

There are short-term threats, too. Both fracking and flaring pose serious risks to nearby
communities, including possible methane leaks.

Methane leaks are frequently accompanied by volatile organic compounds (VOCs), which
are known to be toxic and/or carcinogenic to humans.
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VOCs carry a boatload of negative health impacts. For example, when combined with
particulate matter in the presence of sunlight and heat, VOCs form ground-level ozone, a
pollutant that aggravates chronic lung diseases, pre-existing heart problems, and asthma.

Put simply, they're terrible for the air you breathe and the water you drink and the ground
you walk on.

Fracking itself poses a danger. This past March, Physicians for Social Responsibility and
Concerned Health Professionals of New York released a report showing that fracking
increases the risk of serious medical conditions such as asthma, birth defects, and cancer.

A study by the Environmental Defense Fund found that the U.S. oil and gas industry emits
13 million metric tons of methane from its operations each year — nearly 60 percent more
than currently estimated by the EPA.

This attempt by the EPA to roll back the methane rule undermines the health and safety of
families and communities. It flies in the face of scientific and medical evidence that
methane poses serious hazards to our climate and health.

We need more regulation of methane, not less.

The EPA is directly tasked with creating policies that protect human health and the
environment. It's reckless and irresponsible to weaken a rule that directly fulfills that
mission.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Olivia Alperstein is the Media Relations Manager for Physicians for Social Responsibility
(www.psr.org). Distributed by OtherWords.org.

Featured image is from the author.

The original source of this article is OtherWords.org
Copyright © Olivia Alperstein, OtherWords.org, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Olivia Alperstein

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in


https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/the-harms-of-fracking-new-report-details-increased-risks-of-asthma-birth-defects-and-cancer-126996/
http://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aar7204
http://www.psr.org/
https://otherwords.org/future-generations-will-mourn-what-the-epa-did-on-9-11/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/olivia-alperstein
https://otherwords.org/future-generations-will-mourn-what-the-epa-did-on-9-11/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/olivia-alperstein

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication lobalr rch.

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 3


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

