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Fukushima’s Radioactive Baby Milk Formula. Japan’s
“Contaminated Exports” to China
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The Chinese authorities seized more than 881 pounds of baby milk formula that had been
imported  from  Japan  because  it  had  been  produced  in  areas  known  to  be  heavily
contaminated with radioactive material emitted by three damaged nuclear reactors at the
Fukushima-Daiichi  complex. China’s Xinhua news agency reported that quarantine officials
said that no excessive radioactive material was found in the formula, but the baby food was
sent back to Japan because China has had a ban on any imports from the areas around
Fukushima.

The July seizure of the Japanese baby formula came just a month after Japan had asked the
Chinese to ease restrictions on Japanese food imports.  On June 19, Japan’s Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries used a meeting in Beijing to request that the import bans
– which still apply to 10 Japanese prefectures – be lifted. According to the South China
Morning Post, the Japanese Agricultural Ministry had stressed “the safety of Japanese food.”

The Chinese may have scoffed at the lobbying effort since this is the second time Japanese
infant milk formula has been recognized as dangerous by Chinese authorities. In December
2011, traces of cesium-137 was detected in Japanese baby formula. Shortly after, Tokyo-
based Meiji Holding Company announced the recall of 400,000 cans of their baby formula as
a precaution but said the levels of cesium detected were well below the government’s
allowable limits. At the time, in a dubious statement, Meiji  officials said, “Babies could still
drink the formula every day without any effect on their health.”

Contrary to the clearly uninformed Meiji corporate opinion, many doctors and scientists warn
that  even  the  slightest  internal  radioactive  contamination  can  cause  cancer.  Dr.  John
Goffman,  Dr.  Rosalie  Bertell,  Dr.  Alice  Stewart,  Dr.  Ernest  Sternglass,  Dr.  Jay  Gould,  Dr.
Helen Caldicott, and others, have all promoted the precautionary principle regarding any
inhalation or ingestion of radioactive materials.

Scientific evidence indicates that the exposure to radiation suffered by fetuses, infants and
children  is  far  more  serious  than  if  the  same  exposure  is  suffered  by  adults.  Also,  the
damage done to girls and women by radiation – compared to boys and men – is known to be
more severe. The World Health Organization’s 2011 assessment of Fukushima notes that
when children are exposed to radiation below the age of five, there is a 70 percent higher
risk of cancer for girls than there is for boys.

Feeding radiation-tainted food to the most vulnerable is questionable at best and criminal at
worst.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/john-laforge
http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/08/06/fukushima-baby-milk-formula-declared-unfit-by-china/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/environment
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/global-economy
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/science-and-medicine


| 2

Mary  Olson,  a  senior  staff  researcher  with  the  Nuclear  Information  and  Resource  Service
explains,

“If  the  alpha-emitting  particles  are  hitting  tissue  from  inside  the  body,
estimates indicate that internal alpha particle damage is anywhere from seven
to  1000  times  more  damaging  to  cell  structures  than  is  X-ray  [external]
exposure. Another way of saying this is that when there is no distance from the
source of the alpha or beta particle to its target, the doses to the target are
very much higher.”

When it comes to babies ingesting contaminated baby formula, no level is actually safe and
this is known throughout scientific circles.

The principle radioactive poison that is being tested for in Japanese foods is cesium-137.
Unfortunately, there are also other deadly poisons that have been spewed in lesser amounts
by  Fukushima  disaster.  These  include  americium-241,  plutonium-236,  uranium-238,
thorium-232 and the extremely dangerous isotope, strontium-90. All of these contaminants
may also be found in food from Japan, including in baby formula.

In July 2011, Tokyo officials discovered cesium-137 at levels 6.4 times the national limit in
beef  sold  to  restaurants  and  stores  in  at  least  five  prefectures;  in  April  2011,  radioactive
iodine-131 was found in breast milk of mothers east of Tokyo; radioactive tea from Japan
was seized in France in July 2011 when it was found with twice the permitted amount of
cesium – not that even a trace can be called harmless. The tea had come from Shizuoka
Prefecture, 300 miles south of Fukushima.

John LaForge is a Co-director of Nukewatch, a peace and environmental justice group in
Wisconsin, and edits its newsletter.
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