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As  I’ve  repeatedly  noted,  the  Japanese  government,  other  governments  and  nuclear
companies have covered up the extent of the Fukushima crisis.

Asia Pacific Journal reports:

Japan’s  leading  business  journal  Toyo  Keizai  has  published  an  article  by
Hokkaido  Cancer  Center  director  Nishio  Masamichi,  a  radiation  treatment
specialist.

***

Nishio originally called for “calm” in the days after the accident.  Now, he
argues, that as the gravity of the situation at the plant has become more clear,
the specter of long-term radiation exposure must be reckoned with.

***

Former  Minister  for  Internal  Affairs  Haraguchi  Kazuhiro  has  alleged  that
radiation monitoring station data was actually three decimal places greater
than  the  numbers  released  to  the  public.  If  this  is  true,  it  constitutes  a
“national crime”, in Nishio’s words.

The Atlantic points out:

The  reason  for  official  reluctance  to  admit  that  the  earthquake  did  direct
structural  damage  to  reactor  one  is  obvious.  Katsunobu  Onda,  author  of
TEPCO: The Dark Empire … who sounded the alarm about the firm in his 2007
book explains it this way: “If TEPCO and the government of Japan admit an
earthquake can do direct damage to the reactor, this raises suspicions about
the safety of every reactor they run. They are using a number of antiquated
reactors that have the same systematic problems, the same wear and tear on
the piping.”

***

Oddly enough, while TEPCO later insisted that the cause of the meltdown was
the tsunami knocking out emergency power systems, at the 7:47 p.m. TEPCO
press conference the same day, the spokesman in response to questions from
the  press  about  the  cooling  systems  stated  that  the  emergency  water
circulation equipment and reactor core isolation time cooling systems would
work even without electricity.

***
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On May 15, TEPCO went some way toward admitting at least some of these
claims in a report called “Reactor Core Status of Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Station Unit One.” The report said there might have been pre-tsunami
damage to key facilities including pipes. “This means that assurances from the
industry in Japan and overseas that the reactors were robust is now blown
apart,” said Shaun Burnie, an independent nuclear waste consultant. “It raises
fundamental questions on all reactors in high seismic risk areas.”

***

Eyewitness testimony and TEPCO’S own data indicates that the damage [done
to  the  plant  by  the  quake]  was  significant.  All  of  this  despite  the  fact  that
shaking experienced at the plant during the quake was within it’s approved
design specifications.

The Wall Street Journal writes:

A former nuclear adviser to Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan blasted the
government’s  continuing  handling  of  the  crisis,  and  predicted  further
revelations  of  radiation  threats  to  the  public  in  the  coming  months.

In his first media interview since resigning his post in protest in April, Toshiso
Kosako, one of the country’s leading experts on radiation safety, said Mr. Kan’s
government has been slow to test for possible dangers in the sea and to fish
and has understated certain radiation dangers to minimize what it will have to
spend to clean up contamination.

And while there have been scattered reports already of food contamination—of
tea leaves and spinach, for example—Mr. Kosako said there will be broader,
more disturbing discoveries later this year, especially as rice, Japan’s staple, is
harvested.

“Come the harvest season in the fall, there will be a chaos,” Mr. Kosako said.
“Among  the  rice  harvested,  there  will  certainly  be  some  radiation
contamination—though  I  don’t  know  at  what  levels—setting  off  a  scandal.  If
people  stop  buying  rice  from  Tohoku,  .  .  .  we’ll  have  a  tricky  problem.”

British Shenanigans

It’s not just the Japanese. As the Guardian notes:

British  government  officials  approached  nuclear  companies  to  draw  up  a  co-
ordinated  public  relations  strategy  to  play  down  the  Fukushima  nuclear
accident just two days after the earthquake and tsunami in Japan and before
the extent of the radiation leak was known.

Internal  emails  seen by the Guardian show how the business and energy
departments  worked  closely  behind  the  scenes  with  the  multinational
companies  EDF  Energy,  Areva  and  Westinghouse…

Officials stressed the importance of preventing the incident from undermining
public support for nuclear power.

***

The Conservative MP Zac Goldsmith, who sits on the Commons environmental
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audit  committee,  condemned  the  extent  of  co-ordination  between  the
government and nuclear companies that the emails appear to reveal.

***

The official suggested that if companies sent in their comments, they could be
incorporated into briefs to ministers and government statements. “We need to
all be working from the same material to get the message through to the
media and the public.

***

The office for  nuclear development invited companies to attend a meeting at
the  NIA’s  headquarters  in  London.  The  aim  was  “to  discuss  a  joint
communications and engagement strategy aimed at  ensuring we maintain
confidence  among  the  British  public  on  the  safety  of  nuclear  power  stations
and nuclear new-build policy in light of recent events at the Fukushima nuclear
power plant”.

Other documents released by the government’s safety watchdog, the office for
nuclear regulation, reveal that the text of an announcement on 5 April about
the impact of Fukushima on the new nuclear programme was privately cleared
with  nuclear  industry  representatives  at  a  meeting  the  previous  week.
According to one former regulator, who preferred not to be named, the degree
of collusion was “truly shocking”.

The Guardian reports in a second article:

The release of 80 emails showing that in the days after the Fukushima accident
not  one  but  two  government  departments  were  working  with  nuclear
companies to spin one of the biggest industrial catastrophes of the last 50
years,  even  as  people  were  dying  and  a  vast  area  was  being  made
uninhabitable, is shocking.

***

What the emails shows is a weak government, captured by a powerful industry
colluding to at least misinform and very probably lie to the public and the
media.

***

To argue that the radiation was being released deliberately and was “all part of
the safety systems to control and manage a situation” is Orwellian.

And – as the Guardian notes in a third article – the collusion between the British government
and nuclear companies is leading to political fallout:

“This  deliberate  and  (sadly)  very  effective  attempt  to  ‘calm’  the  reporting  of
the true story of Fukushima is a terrible betrayal of liberal values. In my view it
is not acceptable that a Liberal Democrat cabinet minister presides over a
department deeply involved in a blatant conspiracy designed to manipulate
the  truth  in  order  to  protect  corporate  interests”.  -Andy  Myles,  Liberal
Democrat party’s former chief executive in Scotland

“These emails corroborate my own impression that there has been a strange
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silence in the UK following the Fukushima disaster … in the UK, new nuclear
sites have been announced before the results of the Europe-wide review of
nuclear safety has been completed. Today’s news strengthens the case for the
government to halt new nuclear plans until an independent and transparent
review has been conducted.” -Fiona Hall, leader of the Liberal Democrats in the
European parliament
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