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Free Speech No Longer Exists in US Universities
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Georgetown University law professor Jonathan Turley notes that the University of California,
once a bastion of free speech, now is opposed to it. The university now punishes people for
opinions expressed outside the classroom and the university. See this. 

Not that long ago American universities emphasized tolerance of all views so that truth
would not be obscured by dogmas.  Little doubt this emphasis traced its heritage back to
the Church’s interference in the scientific question whether the earth was the center of the
solar system.  In order to save their  lives,  astronomers were forced to renounce their
findings and to assert the truth of dogmas that they knew to be wrong.

Today the same thing is happening in American universities, only the deadly controversies
are over race and gender issues, not whether the sun revolves around the earth.

When I was a student liberal professors found Voltaire to be an exemplar of the correct
attitude toward free speech.  Voltaire quotes were used everywhere in the halls of learning:

“Think for yourself and let others enjoy the privilege of doing so too.”

“I may not agree with what you say, but I will defend your right to say it.”

“Cherish those who seek the truth but beware of those who find it.”

“Doubt is an uncomfortable condition, but certainty is a ridiculous one.”

“It is clear that the individual who persecutes a man, his brother, because he is
not of the same opinion, is a monster.”

Today Voltaire is never heard from. Dogma has shoved aside tolerance and taken control of
American  universities  in  which  Political  Correctness,  an  ideology  or  religion  in  which
emotional-based beliefs of certain “preferred” groups with aristocratic or Vatican privileges
cannot be “offended” by facts or by someone’s contrary opinion. 

The latest case of academic persecution is Laura Tanner, a doctoral candidate and teaching
assistant  in  the  Department  of  Feminist  Studies  at  the  Santa  Barbara  campus  of  the
University of  California,  formerly a great university,  now a cesspool  of  intolerance and
Identity Politics.

Despite her  feminist  credentials,  Tanner is  under attack,  not  for  what  she said in  the
classroom, but for what she expressed in tweets. She expressed her opinion that “It’s not
possible to be born in the wrong body.”  Therefore a man in a man’s body cannot claim to
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be a woman.  This  exercise in plausible deductive reasoning resulted in Tanner being
labeled “transphobic.”  

A former student of Tanner’s, —Kremina Youssef—seems set on destroying Tanner’s career
prospects  simply  because Tanner  expressed an opinion on Twitter  with  which Youssef
disagrees.  Students and alumni have taken the position that although Tanner excels in her
teaching  role,  she  should  be  fired  for  her  “distressing”  view on  transgenderism.   The  fact
that  the  vast  majority  of  Americans  do  not  find  Tanner’s  view  distressing  is  considered
irrelevant.   

Laury Oaks, the chairperson of the Feminist Studies department, believes that a Title IX civil
rights  complaint  can  be  filed  against  Tanner.   The  position  taken  by  the  intolerant  freaks
attempting to destroy Tanner for “distressing” a newly invented gender based on self-
declaration is:

“We acknowledge that the gender binary, as it is commonly understood in the
US, is rooted in the logics of colonialism, racism, and gendered domination,
and  that  fighting  transphobia  is  integral  to  resisting  and  healing  from  the
harms that these systems create.  The violence of  transphobia,  particularly
transmisogyny, falls especially hard on communities of color and contributes to
the  exploitation,  criminalization,  and  incarceration  disproportionately
experienced by black, brown, immigrant, and working class people. As queer
students, students of color, and/or allies, our visions of feminist futures include
and affirm people made invisible by and marginalized by the gender binary. In
our  classrooms,  we  are  committed  to  holding  space  for  trans  students,
including  taking  seriously  trans  students’  experiences,  standpoints,  and
intellectual contributions.”

Note that among this collection of nonsense words there is space “in our classrooms” for
transgender ideology, but no space outside the classroom for other views on the subject.  

To see the undeniable total collapse of university education and the very pillars of Western
civilization, ask yourself what Voltaire would have said about this.  What is happening in
American universities is far worse than Papal objections to astronomers’ findings.  It seemed
to the Church that the astronomers were contradicting the very basis  of  the Church’s
religious teachings.  But Tanner, who, unlike the Pope in those long ago days, is powerless
to impose her views on anyone.  Yet, the “transgender community” is determined to impose
their views on everyone and to destroy the career of a young feminist.  It looks like they will
succeed.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

This article was originally published on the author’s blog site: Paul Craig Roberts Institute for
Political Economy.

Dr. Paul Craig Roberts is a frequent contributor to Global Research.

The original source of this article is Global Research

https://www.paulcraigroberts.org/2019/07/17/free-speech-no-longer-exists-in-us-universities/
https://www.paulcraigroberts.org/2019/07/17/free-speech-no-longer-exists-in-us-universities/


| 3

Copyright © Dr. Paul Craig Roberts, Global Research, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Paul Craig
Roberts About the author:

Paul Craig Roberts, former Assistant Secretary of the
US Treasury and Associate Editor of the Wall Street
Journal, has held numerous university appointments.
He is a frequent contributor to Global Research. Dr.
Roberts can be reached at http://paulcraigroberts.org

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

