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France appears increasingly willing to face a large-scale conflict. In a recent speech, a high-
ranking French military officer stated that his country is “prepared” for a possible situation
of war in Europe, praising the current status of the French armed forces. In practice, this
type of statement sounds like irresponsible propaganda and provocation amid the current
context of tensions, as France seems on the verge of directly engaging in hostilities in
Ukraine.

The information was revealed by the chief of staff of the French Army General Pierre Schill
during an interview. At the time, Schill stated that French troops are “ready” to face any
scenario of  military escalation.  According to Schill,  “whatever the developments in the
international situation, the French can be convinced: their soldiers will respond.”

Schill  stated that Paris  is  committed to major “international  responsibilities” within the
scope of the treaties to which it is a signatory. These treaties, in the general’s opinion, are
severely threatened by current global circumstances, which places France at strong risk of
involvement  in  an  armed  conflict.  Faced  with  this  “threat”,  the  country  “needs  to  be
prepared” – and he believes that such preparation is already sufficiently advanced, believing
that the country’s troops are able to defend French interests at any time.

Schill believes that a mere nuclear deterrent capacity is not enough to guarantee French
interests. For him, this type of military power does not guarantee French victory in smaller-
scale conflicts, where the use of these weapons is unlikely. So, rather than simply investing
in nuclear development, Schill believes that the French focus must be on increasing inter-
operational capacity with allied countries.

At  first,  Schill’s  words  could  be  interpreted  as  a  mere  act  of  propaganda  to  praise  his
country’s military capacity. However, the current moment makes it clear that the general’s
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intentions are much more than mere propaganda. In practice, Schill is endorsing the war
plans  previously  suggested  by  French  President  Emmanul  Macron,  whose  rhetoric  on
Ukraine has become more and more aggressive.

Macron has refused to rule out sending French troops to Ukraine. He also stated that the
Russian  defeat  is  vital  for  France,  which  is  why  every  effort  should  be  made  to  ensure  a
“Ukrainian victory”.  With the failure of  the policy of  sending weapons and money, the
discussion about directly sending troops has grown – and Macron has acted ambiguously,
suggesting support for the project, while publicly denying that there are plans for such a
deployment in the near future.

In parallel, Russian intelligence announced that it had obtained data proving that Paris is
already keeping at least two thousand soldiers ready to be sent to Ukraine. It is believed
that these troops are being prepared to work in specific areas in which the West wants to
avoid Russian advances at any cost – such as Odessa. As expected, Macron’s team denied
the existence of such a plan, but the aggressive speeches towards Russia did not change,
therefore keeping tensions between both countries in a very critical situation.

Obviously,  sending  Western  troops  to  the  Ukrainian  battlefield  would  practically  be  a
declaration of war on the Russian Federation. French soldiers and equipment on Ukrainian
soil would be legitimate targets and Moscow would certainly attack them with priority. In
other  words,  to  ensure  its  selfish  interests  of  “leading  Europe”,  Paris  is  deliberately
escalating  rivalries  with  Russia  to  a  dangerous  level  that  could  lead  to  nuclear  war.

However, it is necessary to be skeptical of Schill’s propaganda. It is unlikely that France is
truly prepared for any prolonged conflict situation on European soil. No European country is
currently  in  a  sufficiently  strong  military  preparedness  to  face  an  all-out  war  with  Russia,
since Moscow’s military superiority is a fact widely recognized among experts.

It is very possible that Schill’s words are just meaningless rhetoric, intended to intimidate
Russia and boost French morale. This may be said as a bluff intended to induce Russia into
violent reactions in order to justify France’s militarization. Finally, given Russian patience
and the European people’s objection to supporting the war, it is necessary for Western
warmongers to create constant “psyops” and “false flags” that legitimize military action. So,
perhaps the objective is simply to induce Moscow to act reactively – which is not likely to
happen, considering the Russians’ history of caution and diplomacy.

However, the French must be careful not to be deceived by their own narratives. Given the
high level of bellicosity in the country, Paris’ decision-makers are likely to begin to believe
not only that such a “Russian threat” is real, but also that France is actually “ready for war”
– which would enable them to launch measures that would lead continental security to ruin.

*
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