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The former director of Venezuela’s primary intelligence agency has been found shot dead.
Venezuelan officials said Eliézer Otaiza was shot dead sometime in the early hours of
Saturday morning in Baruta, a suburb in the outskirts of capital Caracas. His bullet-ridden
vehicle was later found abandoned in another part of the same barrio.

Venezuela’'s Minister of the Interior, Miguel Rodriguez Torres, told reporters on Tuesday that
Otaiza’s body was discovered on Saturday, but that it took nearly two days for him to be
identified due to the absence of identification documents on the body. At the time of his
assassination, Otaiza headed the Libertador Bolivarian Municipality in Caracas which
numbers over two million residents.

Earlier in his career, however, Otaiza led an elite unit of the personal guard corps of
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez. The latter also appointed him director of the National
Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention Services (DISIP), later renamed Bolivarian
Intelligence Service, which is today Venezuela’s foremost intelligence organization. Otaiza
was known as a stalwart supporter of Venezuela’s late president, even in the early 1990s,
when Chavez was still in opposition.

In February of 1992, when Chavez led a failed military coup aimed at ousting President
Carlos Andres Perez, Otaiza had been unable to participate on account of his absence from
Venezuela. But he played a leading role in another pro-Chavez military mutiny in November
of that year, when he led a small military force attempting to storm the Miraflores
presidential palace in Caracas. He was shot several times in the chest but survived thanks
to a bulletproof vest he was wearing.

Venezuelan government media said Otaiza played “an important part in the events leading
to the Bolivarian revolution”, and remained a strong supporter of Chavez throughout the
president’s life. Otaiza was last seen leaving a friend’s house in Caracas late on Friday night.
Minister Torres, who also leads the Bolivarian Intelligence Service, said on Tuesday that
Otaiza’s body was found bearing at least four bullet wounds.

Police said no clear motive for his assassination has been established at this time. But they
added that the circumstances around the killing had been deemed “suspicious” and
announced that an official investigation into the case had been ordered by Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro.

The original source of this article is inteINews


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
http://intelnews.org/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/latin-america-caribbean
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
http://noticias.univision.com/article/1935591/2014-04-29/america-latina/venezuela/asesinan-a-eliezer-otaiza-exdirector-de-inteligencia-venezolano
http://intelnews.org/

Copyright © Joseph Fitsanakis, intelNews, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Joseph Fitsanakis

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
http://intelnews.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

