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In 2009, Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX) said on the House floor that Israel ‘encouraged and started
Hamas.’

Paul’s comments came during a speech about ‘blowback’ due to U.S. intervention in the
Middle East.

“What's happening in the Middle East, in particular with Gaza right now, we have some
moral responsibility for both sides in a way because we provide help and funding for
both Arab nations and Israel,” Paul said.

“We have a moral responsibility, especially now today the weapons being used to kill so
many Palestinians are American weapons and American funds are being used for this,”
he added.

“But there’s a political liability, which I think is something we fail to look at because too
often there’s so much blowback from our intervention in areas that we shouldn’t be
involved in,” he continued.

“You know Hamas, if you look at the history, you’ll find out that Hamas was encouraged
and really started by Israel because they wanted Hamas to counteract Yasser Arafat,”
Paul commented.

“You say, Well, yeah, it was better then and served its purpose, but we didn’'t want
Hamas to do this. So then we, as Americans, say, Well, we have such a good system;
we're going to impose this on the world. We're going to invade Irag and teach people
how to be democrats. We want free elections. So we encouraged the Palestinians to
have a free election. They do, and they elect Hamas,” Paul continued.
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“So we first, indirectly and directly through Israel, helped establish Hamas. Then we
have an election where Hamas becomes dominant, then we have to kill them. It just
doesn’'t make sense. During the 80s, we were allied with Osama bin Laden and we were
contending with the Soviets. It was at that time our CIA thought it was good if we
radicalize the Muslim world. So we finance the Madrassas school to radicalize the
Muslims in order to compete with the Soviets. There is too much blowback,” he said.

“There are a lot of reasons why we should oppose this resolution. It’s not in the interest
of the United States, it is not in the interest of Israel either,” he added.

WATCH:

Ron Paul on the creation of Hamas and the affects of intervention in the region.

pic.twitter.com/CjM5RgmvGL

— AnarchoChristian (@AnarchoXP) October 8, 2023

Longer clip via YouTube:

Newsmax reported on Ron Paul’s comments in 2011 when he ran for president:

As the debate swirls over Republican presidential candidate Ron Paul’s positions on
Israel, a 2009 speech on the House floor comes back to haunt.

The Texas congressman advanced the argument that Israel actually created Hamas, as
well as blamed the CIA for radicalizing Muslims and the United States for supplying
weapons and money that “kill Palestinians,” as reported at hotair.com.

Paul’s 2009 comments came as he rose in opposition to House Resolution 34,
“Recognizing Israel’s right to defend itself against attacks from Gaza, reaffirming the
United States’ strong support for Israel, and supporting the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process.”

An archived 2009 article from The Wall Street Journal stated: “How Israel Helped to Spawn
Hamas.”

Per The Wall Street Journal:

Surveying the wreckage of a neighbor’s bungalow hit by a Palestinian rocket, retired
Israeli official Avner Cohen traces the missile’s trajectory back to an “enormous, stupid
mistake” made 30 years ago.

“Hamas, to my great regret, is Israel’s creation,” says Mr. Cohen, a Tunisian-born Jew
who worked in Gaza for more than two decades. Responsible for religious affairs in the
region until 1994, Mr. Cohen watched the Islamist movement take shape, muscle aside
secular Palestinian rivals and then morph into what is today Hamas, a militant group
that is sworn to Israel’s destruction.

Instead of trying to curb Gaza’s Islamists from the outset, says Mr. Cohen, Israel for
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years tolerated and, in some cases, encouraged them as a counterweight to the secular
nationalists of the Palestine Liberation Organization and its dominant faction, Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah. Israel cooperated with a crippled, half-blind cleric named Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin, even as he was laying the foundations for what would become Hamas. Sheikh
Yassin continues to inspire militants today; during the recent war in Gaza, Hamas
fighters confronted Israeli troops with “Yassins,” primitive rocket-propelled grenades
named in honor of the cleric.

Last Saturday, after 22 days of war, Israel announced a halt to the offensive. The
assault was aimed at stopping Hamas rockets from falling on Israel. Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert hailed a “determined and successful military operation.” More than 1,200
Palestinians had died. Thirteen Israelis were also killed.

Hamas responded the next day by lobbing five rockets towards the Israeli town of
Sderot, a few miles down the road from Moshav Tekuma, the farming village where Mr.
Cohen lives. Hamas then announced its own cease-fire.

Since then, Hamas leaders have emerged from hiding and reasserted their control over
Gaza. Egyptian-mediated talks aimed at a more durable truce are expected to start this
weekend. President Barack Obama said this week that lasting calm “requires more than
a long cease-fire” and depends on Israel and a future Palestinian state “living side by
side in peace and security.”

The Intercept cited The Wall Street Journal piece in 2018.

Via The Intercept:

This isn’t a conspiracy theory. Listen to former Israeli officials such as Brig. Gen. Yitzhak
Segev, who was the Israeli military governor in Gaza in the early 1980s. Segev later told
a New York Times reporter that he had helped finance the Palestinian Islamist
movement as a “counterweight” to the secularists and leftists of the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the Fatah party, led by Yasser Arafat (who himself referred
to Hamas as “a creature of Israel.”)

“The Israeli government gave me a budget,” the retired brigadier general confessed,
“and the military government gives to the mosques.”

“Hamas, to my great regret, is Israel’s creation,” Avner Cohen, a former Israeli religious
affairs official who worked in Gaza for more than two decades, told the Wall Street
Journal in 2009. Back in the mid-1980s, Cohen even wrote an official report to his
superiors warning them not to play divide-and-rule in the Occupied Territories, by

backing Palestinian Islamists against Palestinian secularists. “I ... suggest focusing our
efforts on finding ways to break up this monster before this reality jumps in our face,”
he wrote.

They didn’t listen to him. And Hamas, as | explain in the fifth installment of my short
film series for The Intercept on blowback, was the result. To be clear: First, the Israelis
helped build up a militant strain of Palestinian political Islam, in the form of Hamas and
its Muslim Brotherhood precursors; then, the Israelis switched tack and tried to bomb,
besiege, and blockade it out of existence.

In the past decade alone, Israel has gone to war with Hamas three times — in 2009,
| 3


https://theintercept.com/2018/02/19/hamas-israel-palestine-conflict/

2012, and 2014 — Kkilling around 2,500 Palestinian civilians in Gaza in the process.
Meanwhile, Hamas has killed far more Israeli civilians than any secular Palestinian
militant group. This is the human cost of blowback.

“When I look back at the chain of events, | think we made a mistake,” David Hacham, a
former Arab affairs expert in the Israeli military who was based in Gaza in the 1980s,
later remarked. “But at the time, nobody thought about the possible results.”
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