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Firearms Remain Leading Cause of Death Among US
Children

In 2021, among U.S. children who died by firearms, 82.6 percent were aged 15
to 19 years.
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The American Academy of Pediatrics published a study in the journal Pediatrics showing that
firearms continued to be the leading cause of death among U.S. children.

The study found that 4,752 children died from gun-related injuries in 2021, an 8.8-percent
increase from the year before.

In 2021, among U.S. children who died by firearms, 84.8 percent were male, 49.9 percent
were Black, 82.6 percent were aged 15 to 19 years, and 64.3 percent died by homicide.

“Despite the documented dominance of male deaths by firearm, the firearm mortality
death rate is increasing in both males and females, demonstrating a concerning upward
trend of firearm deaths overall,” the study warned.

Let's not have untrained people looking for a fight carrying firearms around
children please. Especially weirdos trying to build a fighting position and
pointing a (prolly) loaded gun at a parking lot in an elementary school.

https://t.co/j8PQokMkU1
— Mustache Bob (@MustacheBob2) August 21, 2023

“Racial disparities in firearm mortalities have also worsened significantly, with Black
children accounting for half of firearm deaths in 2021 and exhibiting the greatest
increase in death rate from 2020 to 2021. This is consistent with previous data
demonstrating Black Americans have represented the majority of those hospitalized
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with firearm injury.”

Geographically, there were worsening clusters of firearm death rates in Southern states and
increasing rates in Midwestern states from 2018 to 2021. Across the United States, higher
poverty levels are also correlated with higher firearm death rates.

“U.S. pediatric firearm deaths increased in 2021, above the spike in 2020, with
worsening disparities. Implementation of prevention strategies and policies among
communities at highest risk is critical,” researchers concluded, recalling that firearm
injuries became in 2020 the leading cause of death among U.S. children and
adolescents.

United States: Shooting at a school in Michigan. pic.twitter.com/JCzHop]gju

— teleSUR English (@telesurenglish) December 2, 2021
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