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Eurasian Integration: Russia Will Not be the Only
Country to Use the Crimean Bridge
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Russia will  not be the only country to use the Crimean Bridge which President Putin is
opening today, on May 15. Ukraine and European countries will be able to use the bridge for
profitable transit to Asia, Senator Sergei Tsekov of the Republic of Crimea said.

On May 15, Russian President Vladimir Putin takes part in the opening ceremony of the
automotive section of the Crimean Bridge – a super 19-kilometre-long construction from
mainland Russia to the Crimean Peninsula.

The  state  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  bridge  provided  for  the  launch  of  the
automotive section in December 2018, but the first stage of the project has been delivered
six months ahead of the deadline. For motorists, car traffic on the bridge will be opened on
May 16 at 05:30 MSK. Local residents – Crimeans and Kuban residents – will be the first to
drive through it.

Sergei Tsekov, Senator from the Republic of Crimea, a member of the Federation Council
Committee  on  International  Affairs,  told  Pravda.Ru  that  the  bridge  has  established  direct
connection  with  Russia.

“Crimea has now been linked to Russia. This gives us additional opportunities
in economy, social sphere, logistics,” the official said.

Indeed, the construction of the bridge to the Crimea removes the transport blockade of the
Crimea, which will be broken completely when the railway section of the bridge is launched
in 2019.

“This  is  a  major  event  for  the  country  after  Russia’s  reunification  with  the
Crimea,”  Sergei  Tsekov  said  in  an  interview  with  Pravda.Ru.

According to the senator, Russia has showed itself as a highly developed technological
country  having  built  the  bridge.  Russia  used  state-of-the-art  technologies  for  the
construction of support structures installed deep into the seafloor. This bridge is not only the
longest one in Russia, but also in Europe.

Sergei Tsekov is convinced that the bridge will be protected accordingly from saboteurs. A
special service will be established to protect both the surface and the underwater elements
of the bridge.
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“The bridge is important for both the Crimea and Russia. It is important for
Ukraine,  it  is  important  for  Europe,  and  I  am  confident  that  over  time  the
bridge will  be used by various economic structures of Ukraine to transport
products  to  the  territory  of  the  Crimea.  When  the  relationship  between  
Ukraine and Russia becomes normal – and it will become normal –  both the
territory of the Crimea and the bridge itself will be used for the transit of goods
from Ukraine and Europe to Asia. Therefore, the opening of the Crimean Bridge
is  a  landmark  event  in  the  life  of  the  European  community,”  the  official  told
Pravda.Ru.

The construction of the Crimean Bridge, connecting the Crimea and Russia’s Kuban region,
began two years ago. The bridge is 19 kilometres long: 11.5 km on land and 7.5 km across
the sea.  The bridge across the Kerch Strait consists of parallel road and railway sections.
The bridge has four lanes, the maximum speed of movement is 120 kilometres per hour.
The railway consists of two paths. The estimated speed of passenger trains along the bridge
is 120 kilometres per hour, the speed for freight trains is 80 kilometres per hour.
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