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EU Walks Back Claim of 150,000 Russian Troops
Near Ukraine Border
Last week, Ukraine said Russia has 80,000 troops along the border, but how
Kyiv determined the numbers is not clear
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***

The European Union had to correct a claim made by its foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell,
concerning Russian troops near the Ukrainian border. Borrell told reporters on Monday that
there were “over 150,000” Russian troops near the border. The number was corrected in a
transcript of his briefing on the EU’s website to “over 100,000.”

Despite the change, it’s still unclear how the EU determined that there are over 100,000
Russian troops near the border. Russia has announced the deployment of additional forces
near Ukraine in recent weeks, but nothing has indicated it sent over 100,000 troops to the
region. Last week, a spokesperson for Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky claimed
there were 80,000 troops stationed along the border of Ukraine, with 40,000 of them in
Crimea.

The fact that Russia has troops in Crimea is no surprise. Moscow had a military base in the
peninsula even before Crimea joined the Russian Federation in 2014. An alarmist report
from the Daily Mail published satellite images that it claims show a Russian military build-up
at a base in Crimea. But the base is located in southern Crimea, nowhere near the conflict
zone in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region. Demonstrating that the Daily Mail report lacks any
credibility, it repeats Borrell’s original claim that 150,000 Russian troops have amassed as
fact.

When asked about Borrel’s comments, Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said the situation is
“concerning” to the US. “What I can tell you is, in general, we have continued to see this
build-up increase. And again, that is concerning to us,” He said. While Kirby didn’t offer any
numbers, he claimed the Russian troop deployment is “certainly bigger” than the 2014
deployment  Kirby  said  resulted  in  a  “violation  of  Ukrainian  sovereignty  and  territorial
integrity.”
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Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Dave DeCamp is the news editor of Antiwar.com, follow him on Twitter @decampdave.

Featured image: Borrell during the 2005 Ibero-American Summit in Salamanca. (CC BY 2.0)

The original source of this article is Antiwar.com
Copyright © Dave DeCamp, Antiwar.com, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dave DeCamp

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://news.antiwar.com/2021/04/19/eu-walks-back-claim-of-150000-russian-troops-near-ukraine-border/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dave-decamp
https://news.antiwar.com/2021/04/19/eu-walks-back-claim-of-150000-russian-troops-near-ukraine-border/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dave-decamp
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

