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Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki was repeatedly criticised on Tuesday during a
tense session in the European Parliament in Brussels, with European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen warning Warsaw that its “direct challenges” against the unity of the
bloc would not go unpunished.

“Your arguments are not getting better. You're just escaping the debate,” von der Leyen
said after four hours of frustrating debate with Morawiecki. She added that a ruling by
Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal last week, which claimed that parts of EU law are
incompatible with the Polish constitution, was “a direct challenge to the unity of the
European legal order.”

In response, Morawiecki said Poland was a “proud country” and that threats of financial
penalties from Brussels amounted to “blackmail.”

“I reject the language of threats, hazing and coercion,” he said, adding: “Poland will not
be intimated.”

The European Court of Justice ruled against Warsaw’s establishment of disciplinary
measures against Polish judges as it does not comply with the principle of their
independence, thus once again instigating annoyance from Brussels.

It is recalled that at the end of last year, Warsaw and Budapest blocked the EU’s long-term
budget and financial support package of over €750 billion. A compromise was finally
reached with the allocation of funds, in accordance with the rule of law in the country, and
was declared impossible until the EU Court decided whether such a mechanism is legal.

In another example, the European Court of Justice ruled that Poland was obliged to stop
activities at the Turova mine and pay a fine of €500,000 per day to Brussels for non-
compliance with the decision. However, Warsaw refused to comply with the order because it
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could harm the country’s energy security. At the same time, Warsaw hypocritically criticizes
Berlin for the construction of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline despite its essentiality in
securing energy for Germany.

It is also worth mentioning that Poland is one of the few EU countries that is completely
orientated towards US foreign policy interests, often to the frustration of Berlin and Paris,
and also often undermining European interests.

With this context, the Polish Constitutional Court took another confrontational step which
undermines the entire EU legal system. According to local media, the Polish decision was
continually postponed for a long time as they suspected Brussels would be outraged and
seek retaliation - likely through a financial mechanism.

Warsaw has already stated that it does not want to leave the EU because it will lose huge
sums of money, as well as for the fact that most Poles support EU membership. At the same
time, Warsaw appears to believe that it can exist in the union on its own terms and Brussels
will not retaliate because it does not want Poland to leave the EU.

The problem is that this time Brussels must force the Poles to change their decision and not
capitulate like they had at the end of last year. If Brussels were to capitulate again, a
precedent will be established, which will effectively mean that EU laws will have no meaning
and that the bloc’s authority is diminished.

Although many in the European Commission and other power centers like Berlin and Paris
are evidently angered, Warsaw does not pay attention and has its own methods to counter
any retaliations from the EU. The allocation of some billions to deal with the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic has not yet been approved, and Poland could slow down this process
significantly if Brussels decides to apply pressure.

Warsaw could block various EU decisions, something that could undermine the bloc’s
newfound attempt to achieve “strategic sovereignty” away from Washington. Brussels could
try and deprive Poland of its right to vote in the EU. However, this is unlikely as it requires a
decision by the Council of Europe, and it is likely that countries such as Hungary would not
vote in favour of it.

In short, the EU’s confrontation with Warsaw could be a long affair with an unclear outcome,
with both sides being able to retaliate against each other. Warsaw made a very serious
challenge though and it is unlikely that Brussels will capitulate again to Polish pressure
unless it wants to set a new precedent and reality that undermines the EU’s authority.
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