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EU Money for Military Research?
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The  EU  has  set  up  a  military  research  programme  for  the  first  time  this  year,  with  the
objective of helping to preserve the competitiveness of the arms industry. The so-called
Preparatory Action on Defence Research (PADR) allocates a total sum of 90 million euros to
military research projects over a three-year period up to 2020.

The  EU  is  prioritising  highly  controversial  research  under  the  PADR,  such  as  the
development of robotic weapon systems. Not only will this exacerbate a global race in such
technologies, but this could also lead to an increase in arms exports to repressive regimes
and  fuel  conflict.  Already  EU-made  weapons  are  facilitating  violations  of  international
humanitarian  law  and  human  rights  in  a  number  of  conflict  zones.

The  Preparatory  Action  is  only  a  first  step  in  paving  the  way  for  a  full  blown  European
Defence Fund of an estimated 40 billion euros for research and development of military
hardware over the next ten years.

We invite all scientists, academics and researchers to sign this pledge and to call on the
European Union to stop funding military research programmes.

 Europe has a long tradition of innovation and EU research programmes have
been shown to be a powerful policy tool. The EU should continue to invest in
civilian  research  areas  that  benefit  Europeans  and  the  rest  of  the  world,
helping  to  solve  health  and  environmental  problems,  and  contributing  to
stability and equality in society.

Investing EU funds in military research will not only divert resources from more
peaceful areas, but is also likely to fuel arms races, undermining security in
Europe or elsewhere.  The EU, recipient of  the Nobel  Peace Prize in 2012,
should instead fund more innovative and courageous research which helps to
tackle  the  root  causes  of  conflict  or  contributes  to  the  peaceful  resolution  of
conflict.

Therefore, as a scientist, academic and/or researcher I call on the European
Union to refrain from any further steps towards the funding of military research
and development programmes.

Sign the pledge here.
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