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Amnesty International made waves this week with its report alleging “patterns of human
rights violations” on the Oromos - a community to which the President of Ethiopia belongs.

The London-based rights group claimed:

“at least 5,000 Oromos have been arrested based on their actual or suspected
peaceful opposition to the government” and presented troubling accounts of
individuals who allegedly had been subjected “to treatment amounting to
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.”

Inadequacy of the human rights practices in Ethiopia is not a much disputed matter. Even
the authorities in Addis Ababa felt the need to launched an inter-ministerial National Human
Rights Action Plan (NHRAP) so as to “review the present human rights situation of the
country, identifies potential problems, and sets feasible solutions.”

But the similarity ends there. What the NHRAP acknowledges is “occasional human
rights violations are committed by some police officers due to lack of awareness,” while
Amnesty International alleges “patterns of human rights violations” in which “a multiplicity
of both regional and federal actors are involved.”

While NHRAP aims:

“to develop a comprehensive and structured mechanism to advance the
respect, protection and fulfillment of human and democratic rights”;
western rights-groups want “the establishment of an independent commission
of inquiry, fact - finding mission or comparable procedure, comprised of
independent international experts.”

For a cautious observer, the essential lies in the western rights-groups’ demand and Addis
Ababa’s refusal of a “confession” and an international intervention. Demands that Addis
Ababa deems paternalistic, while Amnesty decries “the repeated failure to acknowledge the
existence of torture demonstrates a concerning lack of political will.”

Thus, in an apparent bid to pressure Ethiopia and her developmental partners,
Amnesty picked a sensational title on the reports. With an alarmist title “Because | Am
Oromo: Sweeping Repression In The Oromia Region Of Ethiopia”, Amnesty International’s
report led to sensational headlines:Ethiopia ‘targets’ Oromo ethnic group (BBC); Ethiopia
‘ruthlessly targeting’ and torturing Oromo people, says Amnesty (The Guardian); Ethiopia
Systematically Repressing Oromo (VOA ) and others.



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/daniel-berhane
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/sub-saharan-africa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR25/006/2014/enhttps:/www.amnesty.nl/sites/default/files/public/because_i_am_oromo.pdfhttp:/www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AFR25/006/2014/en/539616af-0dc6-43dd-8a4f-34e77ffb461c/afr250062014en.pdf
http://www.ehrc.org.et/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=E2YA0XI%2bSHM%3d&tabid=115
http://www.ehrc.org.et/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=E2YA0XI%2bSHM%3d&tabid=115
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29799484
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/28/ethiopia-torture-oromo-group-amnestry-rape-killings
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/28/ethiopia-torture-oromo-group-amnestry-rape-killings
http://www.voanews.com/content/amnesty-ethiopia-systematically-repressing-oromo/2498866.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/amnesty-ethiopia-systematically-repressing-oromo/2498866.html

The media outlets were not entirely unjustified, as that is what the report appears to have
been aiming for. Though buried in the report, a disclaimer-styled note reads:

“many of the human rights violations documented in this report...affected
other ethnic groups as well as Oromo s over the same time period. However,
this reports focuses specifically on Oromia and Oromo s due
to the large scale of the targeting of actual or perceived dissent in the
region. This research did not, however, compare the treatment of the Oromo
to treatment of other ethnic groups, so the report does not seek to establish
discriminatory treatment, but to specifically document patterns of violations in
Oromia.”

Yet, the report consisted several contentions impressing up on the reader that the
government targeted the Oromos - a community to which the President, the Dep. Prime
Minister and the Hose Speaker as well as a third of the population belongs.

Two illustrations suffice: In its introductory note, it shouts “Oromos make up a high
proportion of the prison population in federal prisons .... [the numerical size of the group]
alone does not account for the high proportion of Oromos in the country’s prisons”

Nonetheless, the report indicates elsewhere that “a large proportion of former
detainees interviewed by Amnesty International” were detained in region”. Though two
remarks were quoted in the report to corroborate the claim, both are about decade-old and
made in a political campaign gathering context - not to Amnesty’s interviewers. In fact,
since the number of inmates at Federal prisons was about 18,000 - or a fifth - of the total
prison population , any plausible estimate of disproportionate incarceration would not
change the math by significant margin. Taking into consideration that prison density in
Oromia region was 87:100,000 in 2010, while the national average was 108.

Perhaps even more bewildering is the report’s claim that “the government has exhibited
hostility to displays of Oromo cultural heritage” adding that “participating in societies to
discuss and promote Oromo culture and history also causes harassment and in some cases,
arrest”. Quite to the contrary, the recent debate was on the regional government’s
insistence that business owners should give the Oromo language prominence on their
roadside billboards.

But there is a giveaway. Describing an arrest made during a celebration of the traditional
festival of Irreecha , the report indicates “Reported reasons for arrests included wearing
clothes in colours considered as symbols of Oromo resistance
- red and green - or alleged chanting of political slogans during the festival”.

The “symbols of Oromo resistance” was an euphemism the report writers chose to use for
the flag/symbols of OLF (Oromo Liberation Front) - a group with a troubling track-record and
recently proscribed as terrorist by Ethiopian parliament. Whether a ban on wearing
flag/symbols a terrorist group is advised was an issue on which Amnesty could have cast
light on.

This is not a rebuttal of the report, as that requires further analyses. Again, as noted earlier,
the rights group may be tempted to use sensational headings and catchy-phrases which
may be excusable approach if a single-minded focus on saving others is presumed.
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Yet, employing hyperbolic statements that stir emotions in an entire community does a
disservice to the primary objective of the report and leads the conversation astray.

Daniel Berhane is an Ethiopian resident, lawyer by training and editor and blogger
at HornAffairs.com

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Daniel Berhane, Global Research, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Daniel Berhane

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://hornaffairs.com/en/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/daniel-berhane
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/daniel-berhane
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

