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In a long-awaited move, the International Union for Conservation of Nature announced today
that elephants in Africa face a serious risk of extinction. At the same time, it is officially
identifying African elephants as two distinct species: savanna elephants and forest
elephants.

The reclassification — part of an update to IUCN’s Red List of Threatened Species — could
boost recognition of the dire plight of forest elephants. Forest elephant populations were
found to have declined by more than 80% in the last 93 years. Savanna elephant
populations declined by more than 50% over the last 75 years.

Both forest and savanna elephants are threatened by ivory poaching and habitat loss and
encroachment.

“Forest elephants are finally getting the recognition they deserve, but now we
have to crack down on the poaching of these desperately imperiled animals,”
said Tanya Sanerib, international legal director at the Center for Biological
Diversity. “Acknowledging forest elephants as a unique species is just the first
step.”

Today’s IUCN update deemed forest elephants to be critically endangered because of steep
declines caused by poaching and habitat destruction. But IUCN also downgraded the status
of the more prevalent savanna elephants from vulnerable to endangered.

“This is a signal to the United States and the international community that
major resources must be put into curbing ivory poaching and trafficking,
closing remaining domestic ivory markets, and saving these marvelous,
irreplaceable engineers of the forest and savanna from extinction,” said
Sanerib.

Even if poaching were halted today, forest elephants will take decades to recover because
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of their slow reproductive rates. Both assessments highlighted that illegally trafficked ivory
has increased “substantially” since 2006, according to seizure data.

Savanna elephants (Loxodonta africana) have larger frames and ears and curving ivory
tusks and are found in southern, eastern and central Africa. Forest elephants (Loxodonta
cyclotis) have slightly smaller builds and ears and thinner, straighter ivory and are found in
western and central Africa.

IUCN simultaneously released new assessments for 6,472 other species around the globe,
and nearly a third of those species were deemed threatened with extinction. Among the
species, numerous primates (monkeys, marmosets and others) were deemed endangered,
as well as several fireflies, frogs (including many coqui species), turtles and sharks.

In 2019 a global assessment estimated that 1 million species worldwide face extinction if
business as usual continues without transformative change. The Center’s Saving Life on
Earth plan calls for $100 billion for species and habitat conservation, half the Earth to be
protected for wildlife, and dramatic cuts in pollution and plastics.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image: Forest elephants. Credit: Brett Hartl / Center for Biological Diversity

The original source of this article is Center for Biological Diversity
Copyright © Center For Biological Diversity, Center for Biological Diversity, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Center For
Biological Diversity

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/mammals/African_elephants/natural_history_savannah_elephant.html
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/mammals/African_elephants/natural_history_forest_elephant.html
https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biologicaldiversity.org%2Fprograms%2Fbiodiversity%2Felements_of_biodiversity%2Fextinction_crisis%2Fpdfs%2FSaving-Life-On-Earth.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ctsanerib%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C427cbaf1f067429f077908d89d620a1f%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637432391684395100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KpYtpoZhcDTg%2BYi9rM99bppuV%2BYegjxL%2F7PnIKpPFVk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biologicaldiversity.org%2Fprograms%2Fbiodiversity%2Felements_of_biodiversity%2Fextinction_crisis%2Fpdfs%2FSaving-Life-On-Earth.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ctsanerib%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C427cbaf1f067429f077908d89d620a1f%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637432391684395100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KpYtpoZhcDTg%2BYi9rM99bppuV%2BYegjxL%2F7PnIKpPFVk%3D&reserved=0
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/elephants-in-africa-face-grave-extinction-threat-new-expert-assessment-finds-2021-03-25/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/center-for-biological-diversity
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/elephants-in-africa-face-grave-extinction-threat-new-expert-assessment-finds-2021-03-25/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/center-for-biological-diversity
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/center-for-biological-diversity
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

