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When you think that they have already done enough damage, that they have seen the light,
and maybe they have repented and disappeared to enjoy the wealth they have amassed
thanks to an insane capitalist system, they surface again like a cancer that no surgery or
radiation has been able to remove. 

I’m reacting to a news report by Telesur [1] and reprinted by MintPress News [2] saying that
Steve Bannon will be advising far-right presidential candidate in Brazil, Jair Bolsonaro in the
upcoming elections in October. What could someone with racist views contribute positively
to a country like Brazil where 51% of the population is black or mixed? 

This is the same Steve Bannon who helped “Trump ascend to the U.S. presidency” and
served in his administration for one year after being dumped. Bannon is also the former
executive chairman of the far-right syndicated Breitbart News Network. Any association with
Breitbart  News,  even  if  “former”  association,  does  not  reflect  well  on  Mr.  Bannon.  The
network is widely considered to be ideologically driven, with a reputation of publishing
misleading stories and “news” with racist and xenophobic overtones.

Having  burned  off  his  bridges  in  the  U.S.,  Mr.  Bannon  resurfaces  to  go  international
presumably with his quest for a worldview that we hoped was long gone. His view has a
“white-economic-nationalist agenda.” The last time we confronted a similar agenda, it came

from Nazi ideology with all the consequences we know. But we also know that in the 21st

century there is a revival of white supremacist ideology popping up from the US to Ukraine
via Israel.

As if it wasn’t enough that Brazil had a coup that installed unelected president Michel Temer
to replace elected president Dilma Rousseff, we may live to see a surge of white supremacy
in Brazil, of all places. In the history of Latin America this would be going 500 years back in
time during European colonial rule.

According to the Telesur report, Bannon is an admirer of Brazil’s presidential candidate Jair
Bolsonaro. That explains the reason to be his political advisor.  Also according to Telesur,
“Bannon said that  Bolsonaro’s  mission in Brazil”  will  be more “arduous” than Trump’s
presidential  campaign. That in turn might explain his personal interest in choosing the
challenge.

Bolsonaro is running for the Partido Social Liberal (Social Liberal Party – PSL). Despite the
name this is a very rightwing party. He is running on a platform of privatization of public
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enterprises, reducing government and privatizing basic and higher education. 

Bolsonaro is infamous for stating that Brazil’s dictatorship of the 1970s “prevented Brazil
from falling under the sway of the Soviet Union.” That was the dictatorship that imprisoned
and  tortured  a  young  leftist  Dilma  Rousseff  for  three  years.  He  also  said  that  Chilean
dictator  Augusto  Pinochet  “should  have  killed  more  people.”

But other disturbing statements are attributed to him:

“Women should earn less because they get pregnant;” that the inhabitants of
Afro-Brazilian  communities  that  resisted  slavery  are  “not  even  good  for
breeding anymore;” and that he would be “incapable of loving a homosexual
son.” [3] 

Certainly for some of those reasons Jair Bolsonaro is considered in Brazil a controversial
figure who has been described as “a caricature of (U.S. President Donald) Trump.” 

There is a general consensus that the statistical advantage of Bolsonaro in the polls is
because the leading popular candidate, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of the Workers’ Party (PT),
is still in prison since last April with trumped up charges. 

A large proportion of Brazilians want Lula to be freed, which will surely see him as the
winning presidential candidate for the Workers’ Party (PT). Obviously Bolsonaro strongly
opposes Lula’s freedom and candidacy, and he has mockingly stated that he favours a free
Lula but “in 2030”.

Brazilians know very well who they want as president if they are given the freedom to
choose. With someone like Steve Bannon joining in friendship to an unwelcome candidate,
they are reminded of the old adage, tell me who your friends are and I will tell you who you
are.

*

Nino Pagliccia is an activist and writer based in Vancouver, Canada. He is a Venezuelan-
Canadian who writes about international relations with a focus on the Americas. He is editor
of the book “Cuba Solidarity in Canada – Five Decades of People-to-People Foreign
Relations” http://www.cubasolidarityincanada.ca. He is a frequent contributor to Global
Research.
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[1]
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Brazil-Steve-Bannon-to-Advise-Bolsonaro-Presidential-Campaign
-20180815-0003.html 

[2]
https://www.mintpressnews.com/steve-bannon-advise-brazils-far-right-presidential-candidate/247781/ 

[3]
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/analysis/Profiled-Brazils-Main-Presidential-Election-Candidates-201808
11-0008.html 
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