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Ebola Quarantines? Your Fear and Safety Doesn’t
Trump Anyone’s Rights
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Is it legal to lock people up against their will for mere “suspicion” of something? It’s not a
difficult question. The correct answer is NO, it’s not legal. But fear of Ebola seems to make
the answer not so simple for many Americans.

Many otherwise logical and liberty-minded folks have quickly dumped their principles over
Ebola fears; a crisis which they believe to be real, demanding draconian actions from the
government to protect the public.

This same group of people, and you know who you are, claim to rise above the fear of
terrorism  to  demand  an  end  to  invasive  government  spying,  indefinite  detention  and
torture, and extrajudicial killing. The argument being that, genuine crisis or not, fear and
safety don’t trump individual rights.

But fear of Ebola, which is not yet a genuine threat in any measurable way, has infected
these people enough to support government tyranny.

Calling for blanket travel bans and mandatory detention for those suspected of coming in
contact with Ebola is just the start of what the establishment hopes you’ll demand.

The rebel quarantined nurse story in Maine reeks of pre-controlled opposition, but we’ll
pretend it’s genuine. Kaci Hickox, a nurse who treated Ebola patients in Africa, had been
screened extensively and she tested negative for Ebola. She was quarantined under an
emergency political decree, challenged it in court and the judge ruled despite her good
health, there was still reasonable suspicion to keep her movements restricted.

Although the judge eventually lifted the mandatory quarantine, at one point Hickox was
ordered to stay 3 feet away from all people, and was banned from public places and from
using  public  transportation.  In  other  words,  still  house  arrest  by  a  different  name  –  all
for  suspicion  of  an  illness,  not  even  suspicion  of  a  crime.

Despite media chaos and a poll which revealed that roughly 3/4 of Americans were happy
with quarantines and restricted movements, Maine has settled with the nurse:

Maine has  reached a  settlement  with  a  nurse  who was briefly quarantined in
her home after treating victims of Ebola in West Africa, allowing her to travel
freely in public but requiring her to monitor her health closely and report any
symptoms.
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The settlement, filed in nurse Kaci Hickox’s home town of Fort Kent, in Maine’s
far  north,  keeps  in  effect  through  Nov.  10  the  terms  of  an  order  issued  by  a
Maine judge on Friday. (Source)

So after suggesting a mandated hospital  quarantine, then house arrest,  then restricted
movements, the State has backed off (for now) by demanding monitoring and reporting of
symptoms. The “compromise” is  full-spectrum surveillance. What a win for liberty,  eh?
Sadly, it is still not adequate for some of you terrified citizens.

Must everyone have to prove to society that they’re perfectly healthy before they can leave
their homes? What proof would be good enough amid a range of symptoms that could be
anything? If a negative test isn’t enough evidence, who decides the details of reasonable
suspicion – the State? You? Or are we all just guilty until proven innocent whenever an
outbreak of fear-mongering takes place?

And you know government can’t discriminate, right? Maybe forcing mandatory vaccines into
everyone will  be the only  “equal”  way to  finally  calm your  fears  sufficiently?  Oh,  wait  .  .  .
that might be viewed as tyrannical.
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