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Seven-year-old Maxim is my neighbour. He had to take refuge in a basement together with
his  family  in  the village of  Vergulyovka,  near  Debaltsevo,  where they were living last
summer when the Ukrainian Army came and took the town. I have known Maxim’s mother
since I was a child—her name is Olga too. We grew up in the same neighbourhood.

She  told  me that  the  windows and the  roof  of  their  house  in  Vergulyovka  had  been
damaged. They are currently living at their grandmother’s place in their home town near
Perevalsk. Olga is pregnant now, she is expecting in April. I visited them at her mother’s
place  and  brought  two  bags  of  humanitarian  aid  as  well,  including  baby  food  and
nappies—all  of  which  had  been  bought  with  the  money  sent  by  people  from  different
countries.  She  was  not  expecting  it  and  was  quite  surprised.

Maxim showed me his favourite toys: among them were two plastic tanks, and he also he
bragged about pieces of shrapnel and an empty ammunition box which he had found. He
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said that he would like to become a soldier in the future—children seem to believe that the
shelling will last forever. Nevertheless, when I asked Maxim to tell me about war, his mood
suddenly  changed.  One  of  his  strongest  flashbacks  was  about  fences  shot  full  of  holes.
When  questioned  what  he  dreamt  of,  he  answered:  “About  peace.”

The other day, I met a family from Chernukhino, LPR, who were living at their friends’ place
in Perevalsk. They had been forced to stay in a basement during more than three weeks of
the artillery shelling by the UAF. Eventually, their house was destroyed. The mother—Lilia
Lavrova—said that they would like to rebuild their house.

Last time we visited this family twice, and we brought some food and clothes for them. Two
amazingly cheerful children met us in the corridor:

Children in Donbass are special—after they have experienced heavy artillery bombardment,
and spent weeks in the basements. They are children of war, who have been deprived of
their childhood since almost a year. This is in fact the deliberate policy of the Ukrainian
government towards the residents of this region.

The original source of this article is SLAVYANGRAD.org
Copyright © Olga Luzanova, SLAVYANGRAD.org, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Ukraine-Children-2.jpg
http://slavyangrad.org/2015/03/29/stolen-childhood-and-a-dream-about-peace/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/olga-luzanova
http://slavyangrad.org/2015/03/29/stolen-childhood-and-a-dream-about-peace/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/


| 3

Articles by: Olga Luzanova

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/olga-luzanova
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

