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Dutch Government Helping Kagame Rig Election?

By H. Vincent Harris
Global Research, August 06, 2010
San Francisco BayView 3 August 2010

Region: sub-Saharan Africa

Dutch  Foreign  Affairs  Minister  Maxime  Verhagen  recently  answered  questions  (Google
translated) in Parliament concerning Rwanda’s election. (These answers were published
online in Dutch on July 30, 2010.)

The rush transcript  shows that  the Dutch government  refutes  claims by the Rwandan
opposition parties of Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza, Frank Habineza and Bernard Ntaganda that
the process so far has been rigged and since July the Dutch government is apparently co-
presiding over the Rwandan National Electoral Commission.

The translated answer by Maxime Verhagen which specifically refutes an important claim by
the Permanent Consultative Council of Opposition Parties states:

“The  claim  of  the  PCC  that  the  independence  of  the  National  Electoral
Commission  (NEC)  would  only  be  guaranteed  through  the  participation  of
opposition is not shared by me. The PCC ‘falls over’ the fact that the chairman
of the NEC is a member of the RPF [Rwandan Patriotic Front, Kagame’s army
and  party].  Neutrality,  however,  is  effectively  monitored  by  the  co-chair,  a
donor  (The  Netherlands).  The  Netherlands  since  July  2010  as  acting  co-
chairman of the NEC is co-responsible for setting the agenda and for bringing
specific topics to the table. The NEC is directly involved in the process for the
adjustment of the electoral law and also responsible for the electoral process.
The NEC shall also ensure fairness of the campaign, for example, by checking
that the media focus on the current four candidates is distributed evenly. The
registration of the presidential candidates was also done at the NEC.”

On Frank Habineza, Maxime Verhagen states that the Rwandan Green Party (my translation)
“wanted to participate without fulfilling all conditions, which is participating without holding
a founding meeting. This is considered contrary to the Rwandan Constitution.”

That  statement  totally  ignores  the  fact  that  the  Rwandan  government  has  made  it
impossible, through Kafkaesque measures, for the Green Party to hold such a meeting.

The fact that the Dutch government is now a member of the Rwandan NEC merits serious
discussion. Has anyone in the world ever seen a foreign government be part of a National
Electoral Commission?

To learn how Kagame rigged the 2003 elections, read here.

H. Vincent Harris lives in Belgium, where he explores the impact of migrants on democratic
development both at home and abroad at Colored Opinions, where the initial version of this
story first appeared.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/h-vincent-harris
http://sfbayview.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/sub-saharan-africa
http://coloredopinions.blogspot.com/p/dutch-foreign-affairs-minister-answers.html
http://coloredopinions.blogspot.com/p/dutch-foreign-affairs-minister-answers.html
http://www.nieuwsbank.nl/inp/2010/07/30/R124.htm
http://www.nieuwsbank.nl/inp/2010/07/30/R124.htm
http://www.comelena.gov.rw/index.php?&home
http://www.angus-reid.com/tracker/view/315
http://coloredopinions.blogspot.com/2010/08/dutch-government-helping-kagame-rigg.html


| 2

The original source of this article is San Francisco BayView
Copyright © H. Vincent Harris, San Francisco BayView, 2010

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: H. Vincent Harris

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://sfbayview.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/h-vincent-harris
http://sfbayview.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/h-vincent-harris
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

