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Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is running against the Democratic establishment’s position on the
Russia-Ukraine War and for the presidential nomination of the party in 2024. He recently
gave a peace speech in New Hampshire that echoed the sentiments of the peace speech
given by his uncle, President John F. Kennedy, in 1963.

In his speech, RFK Jr. stated that Russia has legitimate security concerns, that NATO
expansion to Russia’s border was a betrayal of promises made to leaders like Mikhail
Gorbachev, and that America’s military-industrial-congressional complex (MICC) is enabling
forever war rather than actively seeking an end to war. He was also careful to say he
abhorred Vladimir Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine.

I've already heard RFK Jr. being called a “Putin enabler,” if not a Putin puppet, for
suggesting that Russian concerns about Ukraine’s inclusion in NATO are in any sense
legitimate. Doesn’t he know, one reader asked, that Putin rejects Ukrainian identity as a
country and a people? Doesn’t he know Russia is killing civilians in terror bombings? Why is
he acting as an apologist for Putin’s many war crimes?

Obviously | can’t speak for RFK Jr., but | think his message is plain: a state of permanent war
is causing deep harm to American democracy, what's left of it, and any sustainable U.S.
recovery must start with a rejection of war and massive military spending, including the
more than $100 billion already devoted to what has become a proxy war in Ukraine. That
war has greatly contributed to the rhetoric, and increasingly the reality, of a new Cold War
with Russia (and China too), strengthening the MICC’s call for even vaster sums for wars and
weapons in the cause of maintaining U.S. full-spectrum dominance around the globe.
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Like his uncle, President Kennedy, RFK Jr. fears a world-ending nuclear cataclysm, an event
that becomes more imaginable as the Russia-Ukraine War continues to escalate. Again, at
no time did | hear RFK Jr. express support of the Russian invasion or its brutal methods;
what he did express support for is diplomacy as a way of ending the bloodshed while
reducing the risk of nuclear Armageddon.

Any reasonable diplomatic effort would have to recognize the legitimate security concerns
of Russia, just as that same effort would have to recognize those of Ukraine as well.

Those who advocate for peace often face the charge of being puppets, enablers, or
apologists for enemies who are usually presented as monstrous. All credit to RFK Jr. for
departing from standard neocon rhetoric and practices and for extending an olive branch to
Russia.

Arguing for more war is easy. It even wins salutes (and money) within today’s Democratic
establishment. Striving for peace is far harder, and like his uncle, RFK Jr. has decided to take
the harder path. More of us should join him.
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Featured image: In New Hampshire, RFK Jr. speaks for the possibility of peace and against the MICC and
its forever war (Source: Bracing Views)

The original source of this article is Bracing Views
Copyright © William J. Astore, Bracing Views, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: William ]. Astore

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://bracingviews.com/2023/06/23/does-russia-have-legitimate-security-concerns/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/william-j-astore
https://bracingviews.com/2023/06/23/does-russia-have-legitimate-security-concerns/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/william-j-astore
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

