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The political and moral bankruptcy of the Democratic Party was on full display last week.
First it was the convention of the Democratic Party, where the progressive wing of the party
was pushed to the margins while the victorious, neoliberal right wing engaged in a surreal
spectacle that came off oblivious to the economic, social and political crisis the country has
been experiencing. The second thing that happened was the emergency reconvening of the
U.S. House of Representatives to “save the post office.”

On the night Kamala Harris accepted the nomination as vice president, the Democratic Party
devoted itself to demonstrating it was more militantly aggressive in its commitment to
military threats, in the use of force and in reclaiming the U.S. global dominance that Trump
supposedly has squandered. Neocons from the Republican Party also spoke to assure the
country Joe Biden would commit to a stronger NATO, to completing the military pivot to Asia,
and to standing up to the demon of the moment—Vladimir Putin.

The inspiring stories of democratic renewal and of happy days being just around the corner
once Joe is in office seemed strangely disconnected from the fact that Congress had gone on
vacation, leaving millions in economic limbo because the federal enhanced unemployment
benefit had expired. Yet the House was called back by Nancy Pelosi not to pass a bill to end
the confusion around extended unemployment and to protect against evictions, but to save
the postal service so nothing would get in the way of electing the political class.

The racism, militarism, and materialism that Dr. King warned would be the diseases that
would kill the body politic of the United States have created a zombie democracy.

War, the political betrayal of the working class, and an inane political posturing in the face of
an intractable crisis are the politics of a society beyond salvation.
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